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VICTIM WAS ‘PUMMELLED’ 

Man lost his 
rag* after 
wife’s affair 


A LOCAL authori¬ 
ty manager “com¬ 
pletely lost his rag” 
when he discovered 
that his wife of 26 
years was having 
an affair. 

Phillip Thomas, 51, 
went to the Maesteg 
home of Adam Elward- 
Jones and repeatedly 
pummelled him to the 
face, causing him to end 
up “like a rag doll”. 

Mr Elward-Jones, 48, 
suffered a broken cheek¬ 
bone and nose, and sub¬ 
sequently lost three 
stone and also suffers 
depression. 

Thomas, of Litchard 
Park, Bridgend, a man 
with no previous con¬ 
victions, admitted a 
charge of inflicting 
grievous bodily harm. 


|by AJ SICLUNAj 

He was jailed for 10 
months, the sentence 
suspended for a year, 
and ordered to carry out 
200 hours unpaid work 
and to pay his victim 
£1,000 compensation 
and prosecution costs of 
£350. 

Judge Patrick Curran 
said: “The attack was in 
the presence of the vic¬ 
tim’s wife, and he was 
pummelled repeatedly.” 

Prosecutor John 
Warren said the attack 
occurred on September 
7 at the Morris Street 
home of Mr Elward- 
Jones. 

The court was told 
that Mr Elward-Jones 
was having an affair 
with the defendant’s 



The 

BRIDGEND & 
PORTHCAWL 

Farmers Market 

Traders are 
pleased to 
extend New Year 
wishes to all 
their regular 
and valued 
customers. 

A note for your diary... 

Saturday 28 th 
January 

will start the 2012 markets 

Azvel- Y-Mor 
Community Hall 

(Behind the Fire Station - 
Hwtchen’s Terrace) 

Porthcawl 

Doors open 9.30 - 1pm 

A splendid fresh produce 
range of meat, vegetable, fish, 
cheese, cake and preserves. 

Cafe/refreshments available. 
Shop the social way - 
Enjoy yourselves! 

www. br idgendfar mer smarke t .co.uk 


wife and they were plan¬ 
ning to leave their 
respective partners. 

The victim received a 
text message from Mrs 
Thomas, saying her hus¬ 
band was on the way to 
see him. 

Thomas then tele¬ 
phoned, saying: “I’m 
going to smash your 
face in. I’m going to tell 
your wife.” 

Mr Elward-Jones told 
his wife what had been 
happening. 

Thomas arrived by 
car, was allowed into the 
house, and said: “Are 
you the weasel who has 
been seeing my wife?” 

He was described as 
“going mad” and 
launched himself at the 
other man, punching 
him to the head with 
both fists. 

His legs gave way, 
said Mr Warren, and he 
slumped onto a sofa, 
where he was described 
as looking like a “rag 
doll”. 

“Mrs Elward-Jones 
intervened and threw 
herself on her husband 
to protect him,” said Mr 
Warren. 

Thomas left, saying: 
“You had better not 
phone the police, you 
piece of....” 

There was a pool of 
blood on the floor and 


PORTHCAWL’S BIG CHARITY EVENING! 



PorthcawVs 12th Night fancy dress event is probably the town’s biggest charity evening. Supporting the event 
once again this year were (seated) the Barclays Bank team and (standing) the volunteers who organise the raffle. 
(FOR MORE PHOTOGRAPHS KEITH E MORGAN , TURN TO PAGES 6 AND 7). 


blood on the walls, fur¬ 
niture and fireplace. 

Mr Elward-Jones was 
taken to hospital where 
he was found to have a 
broken cheekbone and 
nose. He has persistent 
numbness which could 
take 18 months to 
resolve itself. 

Thomas told the 
police his wife admitted 
the affair and that he had 
gone to the house to 
confront Mr Elward- 
Jones, who is no longer 
in the relationship with 
Mrs Thomas, and is 
attempting a reconcilia¬ 
tion with his wife. 

He also told the 
police: “I’ll do the same 
thing again tomorrow.” 

Mr Warren said: “The 
victim’s work and social 
life has been affected, as 
has his vision, and there 
was leaking from the 
cerebral sac.” 

Thomas’ counsel 


Hugh Wallace said: 
“The victim’s wife 
invited the defendant 
into the house and the 
defendant was accused 
by him of using vio¬ 
lence to his own wife, 
which probably caused 
him to lose his temper. 

“He completely lost 
his rag, but there is gen¬ 
uine remorse and sor¬ 
row. The provocation 
was extreme. 

“The attack was an 
isolated incident and 
there is no reason to 
send this man into cus¬ 
tody. The couple are 
working to get back 
together. 

“To a large extent, the 
complainant brought the 
matter upon himself.” 

The judge pointed out 
that from testimonials, it 
was clear that Thomas 
was a man of positively 
good character. 
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BURGLARS TARGET 
HOMES OF ELDERLY 


BRIDGEND 
police are appeal¬ 
ing for informa¬ 
tion, following a 
number of burgla¬ 
ries in the county 
borough over the 
past fortnight. 

Between January 6- 
9, intruders broke into 
a house on Brynawel, 
Betws, taking a TV, 
jewellery and other 
belongings. 

On Monday, January 
9, thieves gained entry 
to a home on Heol 
Bryncwils, Sarn, 
between 7.30pm and 
11pm. 

They also targeted a 
neighbouring house 


between 7.30pm and 
9.30pm on the same 
evening. Money and 
bank cards were taken 
from the properties. 

Between 5.30pm and 
7.30pm on Saturday, 
January 14, on Graham 
Avenue, Pen-y-Fai, a 
house was entered and 
searched by intruders. 

All the homes con¬ 
cerned were those of 
elderly residents. 

Acting Detective 
Inspector Gareth 
Morgan said: “While 
the number of burgla¬ 
ries in south Wales and 
the Bridgend borough 
has significantly 
decreased, there unfor¬ 
tunately remains a 


small minority of peo¬ 
ple willing to commit 
this despicable crime 
against vulnerable 
members of our com¬ 
munity. 

“I would like to reas¬ 
sure residents that 
investigations into the 
burglaries are ongoing 
and we are doing 
everything we can to 
catch those responsi¬ 
ble. 

“I urge members of 
the community to con¬ 
tact the police on 101 
or Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111 with any 
information that will 
assist in identifying the 
culprits and recovering 
the stolen property.” 
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HEODORE 


Reclamation & Building Salvage 



Specialists in Oak Fireplace Beams 
for your installation - 
also Slate Hearths cut to size from 6’ - 2’ 

01656 648936 

Bridgend Industrial Estate (Rear of Celtic Tyres) CF31 3AQ 

www.theodorereclamation.co.uk 

8.30am -12.15pm; Weekdays 8.30am -4.15pm 
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Rushed-through Commons changes 
a danger to the fabric of democracy 


M 


AY you 
live in 
interesting 
times is a Chinese 
curse - we most 
certainly live in 
interesting and 
highly dangerous 
times for the 
United Kingdom. 

This week, the 
national media has 
been full of the pro¬ 
posed vote on inde¬ 
pendence for Scotland, 
breaking a union which 
has lasted since 1707. 

Here in Wales, we 
have been looking at 
the proposals coming 
out of the boundary 
review for Wales reduc¬ 
ing the number of MPs 
by 25 per cent. 

Tomorrow in the 
Commons, we have a 
debate on the proposed 
changes to the electoral 
registration system. 
There is a risk that 
decisions are being pro¬ 
posed without the 
longer term conse¬ 
quences being fully 


understood and exam¬ 
ined. If you take all 
three of these together, 

I fear we are sleep 
walking, not just into 
‘interesting times’ but 
into dangerous times. 

I will start with the 
proposals to alter the 
boundaries here in 
Wales; reducing the 
number of MPs from 
40 to 30. There will be 
those who think this is 
a good idea. Fewer 
politicians and equal¬ 
sized constituencies 
sounds like fairness. 

The reality is the 
longer term costs will 
be huge. 

There will be the 
costs of this boundary 
change and a similar 
exercise every five 
years to pay for; the 
breakup of community 
and historic links; addi¬ 
tional office needs; 
travel and staff costs 
for MPs, especially 
those covering the 
extremely large mid 
Wales seats. 

A vote in the 
Commons where Wales 


Bridgend Quiz 
League round-up 


ON Monday, 
January 9, the 
Bridgend Quiz 
League began the 
second half of the 
season when the 
leaders had a bye, 
giving the rest a 
chance to close the 
gap. 

Tyrisha Nomads went 
to Mackworth Arms, 
who beat them on the 
opening day of the sea¬ 
son, and got their 
revenge by winning 46- 
34. 

They were nine points 
up after the written sec¬ 
tion and the scores fluc¬ 
tuated somewhat 

throughout, but they fin¬ 
ished almost the same 
distance ahead, thereby 
reducing Llangewydd 
Arms’ lead at the top to 
two points. So, when 
they meet on Monday 
next, it should be quite a 
contest. 

Oldcastle A kept up 
the pressure on the oth¬ 
ers with a big win at the 
Tyrisha Inn, where they 
beat the Royals by 49 
points to 30. 

There was a low-scor¬ 
ing match at the Six 
Bells, who just shaded it 
against Laleston Inn A 
by 36 to 35. 

The two teams who 
play at the Crown Inn 
both had good wins. 

The A team completed 
the first division with a 
40-21 victory at the 
Cabo Roche while the B 
team from Division Two 
won 48-40 against 
Pheasant Gamekeepers. 

Tondu Railway Club 
maintained their 100 per 


cent record by their suc¬ 
cessful visit to Laleston 
Inn B, winning 58-35. 
Greenmeadow 
Llangeinor’s 49-36 win 
versus Coychurch 
Wanderers gets them up 
to halfway in the divi¬ 
sion. 

They had a four-point 
advantage after the writ¬ 
ten round, which 
stretched to six after the 
Individual round and the 
run-in to the finish took 
them to their 13-point 
win. 

Oldcastle B claimed 
the two league points for 
their match as Pyle RFC 
were unable to complete 
the fixture. 

HERE ARE YOUR 

WEEKLY POSERS: 

1. Who was the first 
American band to make 
Number One in the UK 
charts? 

2. In a traditional 
English pack of playing 
cards, what does the 
King of Diamonds have 
behind his left shoulder? 

3. Which legendary 
footballer was described 
by Sir Bobby Charlton 
as “The only player I 
ever felt I was inferior 
to”? 

4. Which Gilbert and 
Sullivan operetta is set in 
the Tower of London? 

A Rudge 
(for Quiz League) 
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WESTMINSTER 
NOTEBOOK / y 

Bridgend MP 
MADELEINE MOON 
writes an exclusive 
column from 
Westminster 
for The GEM. 



has 30 rather than 40 
MPs gives Wales a 
smaller voice. 

This may seem less 
important since the 
advent of the Welsh 
Assembly but fails to 
address the vital impor¬ 
tance of defence, for¬ 
eign affairs, welfare 
benefits and Barnet - 
consequential funding 
decisions which have 
major impacts in 
Wales. 

To cite a simple 
change, there are those 
who want to promote 
the introduction of 
regional pay scales. 

This would mean less 
pay in Wales and high¬ 
er pay in the south of 
England. 

I am also frustrated 
by the lack of recogni¬ 
tion of community 
identity. I remember the 
anger and opposition 
when Cefn Cribwr, 
Aberkenfig and 
Coytrahen were 
removed at the last 
boundary change, when 
there was a long period 
of public consultation 
where concerns could 
be aired. 


In a desire to rush 
this change through, the 
time period for 
responses is only until 
April 4 and opportuni¬ 
ties to organise opposi¬ 
tion are reduced. The 
proposals and details of 
how to respond can be 
seen at http.V/consulta- 
tion.boundarycommis- 
sionforengland. inde¬ 
pendent. gov. uk/. 

The boundary 
changes need ratifica¬ 
tion by the Commons 
in 2013, so there is still 
a great deal to work for. 

The proposed 
Scotland referendum is 
not just a debate for 
north of the border. The 
proposal to break up 
the United Kingdom 
should be of concern to 
us all. As the world 
moves to greater trad¬ 


ing blocks, it would be 
foolish to weaken our 
economic voice. 

The UK has just 
been demoted to the 
sixth largest economy 
behind India - where 
would we be without 
Scotland and where 
would they be without 
the rest of us? This 
matters when attempt¬ 
ing to attract inward 
investment and jobs. 

There are so many 
questions which need 
to be answered. What 
would be the role of the 
pound? Would Scotland 
take on the huge liabili¬ 
ties of the Scottish 
banks or just a share of 
them? 

A recent poll shows 
53 per cent against 
independence, 33 per 
cent for and 14 per cent 


undecided. The tone of 
the debate and the 
accuracy of information 
provided will be criti¬ 
cal. The risk with refer¬ 
enda is not the question 
on the ballot paper, but 
the message voters 
want to articulate. It is 
important to avoid a 
Yes to independence 
vote actually being a 
NO to a particular gov¬ 
ernment in 
Westminster. 

What would be the 
implications for Wales 
in a majority English 
House of Commons of 
550 MPs with only 30 
Welsh voices and 
votes? 

I support Carwyn’s 
suggestion of a 
reformed House of 
Lords comprised of 
equally-balanced, elect¬ 
ed representatives from 
the four nations. 

This has great merit 
and should help bal¬ 
ance anxieties about a 
powerful English and 
largely conservative 
voting block. It would 
also stop the packing of 
the Lords, which cur¬ 
rently has over 800 


members and is expect¬ 
ed to rise to over 1,000. 

Unelected, but cost¬ 
ly, increasing the num¬ 
bers in the Lords is 
shifting the balance of 
power away from the 
elected Commons. 

The speed of the 
changes to the electoral 
system, the removal of 
the legal requirement to 
register and the moni¬ 
toring of the impact of 
the changes by the 
Electoral Commission 
is my final concern. 

The Electoral 
Commission has 
warned that the coali¬ 
tion proposals could 
result in up to 10 mil¬ 
lion people falling off 
the electoral register, 
with registration rates 
falling from over 90 
per cent to around 65 
per cent in some areas. 

Recent research by 
the Electoral 
Commission shows that 
over 6 million eligible 
voters are not regis¬ 
tered - 2.5 million 
more than previously 
thought. A higher level 
of failure to register is 
expected in Labour vot¬ 


ing areas. 

Accurate electoral 
registration data is 
important, not only for 
re-drawing constituen¬ 
cy boundaries, calling 
up jurors and credit ref¬ 
erence checks and thus 
critical for mortgage 
and loan applications, 
but also for allocation 
of public spending 
funds. 

Put these three 
rushed-through changes 
together and you have 
what I consider to be a 
major risk to the demo¬ 
cratic fabric of Great 
Britain. They change 
who we are, how we 
see ourselves and our 
civic responsibly to our 
communities and coun¬ 
try. 

The major problem 
is to alert constituents 
to the danger, to 
increase interest in 
what can seem a prob¬ 
lem far removed from 
most people’s lives; and 
to look to the future 
consequence of rushed- 
through alterations to 
the fabric and nature of 
democracy in the UK. 


Wales Air Ambulance 
paramedic’s daughter 
shows early support! 

WALES Air 
Ambulance’s 
youngest supporter, 

Sophie Thomas, 
attended her first 
event when she was 
justnine weeks old! 

She attended the pres¬ 
entation of a cheque 
from Llandow Caravan 
Park, a big supporter of 
Wales Air Ambulance, 
which raised £1,593.53 
through raffles, bingo 
and donations last year. 

She attended her sec¬ 
ond function eight days 
later for an informative 
talk with the Mothers ’ 

Union. 

The event was held in 
St Michael’s Church, 

Maesteg, and the talk 
was delivered by her 
proud dad, Wales Air 
Ambulance paramedic 
Rhodri Thomas. 

Rhodri has been a 
volunteer with Wales Air 
Ambulance for more 
than two years, and last 
October became one of 
its paramedics. Sophie, at her first official engagement! 


‘Wake ' 
me 
up 
for 
the 

speech, 
Dad 9 



Samaritans 
boosted by 
Bath trip 

MAY we, through 
your letters page, 
thank everyone 
who once again 
supported our 
annual Christmas 
trip to Bath. 

We raised a fantastic 
£291.14 (that took into 
account the extra £50 we 
had to pay for parking), 
for the Bridgend branch 
of The Samaritans, 
which (as always) will 
be gratefully received, to 
help fund the telephone 
lines for Christmas. 

We would especially 
like to thank our Bath 
regulars for their fantas¬ 
tic support and good 
company, the ever effi¬ 
cient Hazel and Victoria 
from Creigiau Travel, 
and their lovely driver 
Sean. 

Also our grateful 
thanks for the many raf¬ 
fle prizes donated by 
Vision For Living Ltd; 
not forgetting all the 
shops who put a poster 
up for us - we do appre¬ 
ciate it! 

Julie Robinson, 
Llantwit Major 
(Friends of the 
Bridgend Samaritans) 



STUDENTS from St Clare’s senior 
school in Porthcawl are inviting younger 
pupils from surrounding primary schools 
to view Dr When - a musical written, 
directed and performed by the pupils 
themselves. 

Dr When takes a group of not-so-talented 
performers back through time to pick up 
tips from famous musicians in a bid to 
improve their music and image and create a 


highly-polished school band. 

The performance has been created from 
scratch by pupils ranging from year-7 to the 
sixth Form, who are rehearsing hard to be 
ready to perform in the second week of 
March. 

Local schools are invited to attend a free 
performance on March 12 or 14, during 
school hours. Contact St Clare’s School on 
01656 782509. 


Members praise 
the work of 
the KPC charity 


MYNYDD CYNFFIG wf~ 


ON Tuesday, 
January 10, 

Mynydd Cynffig 
WI had its first 
meeting of 2012, 
when president 
Margery Goode 
welcomed 27 mem¬ 
bers, including a 
new member, to the 
meeting. 

Business matters 
were cleared, including 
plans for a theatre visit 
to celebrate the branch 
birthday in February. 

Paula Lunnon from 
KPC was the guest 


speaker and all mem¬ 
bers enjoyed her very 
informative talk about 
the work of KPC in the 
community. 

Members comment¬ 
ed on what a valuable 
asset to the community 
and its young people 
KPC has become. 

In 2011, KPC was 
the local charity sup¬ 
ported by the branch. 

Maureen Crew gave 
the vote of thanks. 

The next meeting will 
be held at Pyle church 
Hall on February 14, at 
2.30pm. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL JANUARY 26) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

19 Thur 

05.39 

9.4 

18.11 

9.5 

20 Fri 

06.33 

9.9 

19.00 

9.9 

21 Sat 

07.17 

10.3 

19.44 

10.2 

22 Sun 

08.03 

10.4 

20.26 

10.2 

23 Mon 

08.45 

10.5 

21.08 

9.9 

24 Tues 

09.28 

10.1 

21.52 

9.7 

25 Wed 

10.13 

9.7 

22.31 

9.2 

26 Thur 

11.01 

9.1 

23.19 

8.6 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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Richard, Edward Jones, Llampha 


Tractor tribute as Die’s 
friends remember him 


CROWN CIOURT REPORT 

byAJ SICLUNA 


Local men 
jailed after 
‘disgraceful 
incident’ 


THE funeral took 
place last 

Thursday (January 
12) of Richard 
Edward Jones 
(1941-2011) - and 
his friends paid a 
personal tribute by 
taking part in a 
funeral cortege 
made up of trac¬ 
tors. 

Richard, known 
locally as ‘Die 
Pentrehwnt’, was 
born in Pentrehwnt 
Farm Cottage, 
Llampha, in 1941. 

I knew Die in the 
days before he started 
school, when I was 
part of a team con¬ 
tracting on a thrashing 
machine around 
farms. 

Die was very proud 
of his roots and con¬ 
stantly talked about 


his years growing up 
in Pentrehwnt. When 
his mother and father 
left the farm, they 
moved to Bryncethin, 
where they had many 
happy years together. 

Die spent most of 
his working life driv¬ 
ing tractors and grass 
cutting for the county 
council, ending up 
driving one of the 
council’s trucks. 

Away from work, 
Die was one of the top 
shots in the Tondu 
Rifle Club and in the 
1960s and 1970s, he 
won many trophies in 
the Bridgend Air Rifle 
League. 

Die was well known 
for his involvement in 
all things vintage, and 
was always happy to 
share his extensive 
knowledge with any¬ 
one who needed 
advice. 



Misshapes provide 
some festive fun 


THE Christmas 
lunch at the Maerdy 
Hotel Pencoed was a 
great success and 
the Link Christmas 
celebration at St 
David’s Church was 
also thoroughly 
enjoyed by 50 mem¬ 
bers. 

Despite the most 
appalling weather, 35 
ladies had a wonderful 
afternoon at our 
Christmas meeting. The 
entertainment was per¬ 
formed by a new group 
called the Misshapes (45 
minutes of laughter). 

This was followed by 
a raffle , secret Santa 
and a traditional tea 
served by the commit¬ 
tee. Our new pro¬ 


gramme began on 
January 10 with Peter 
Townsend giving 
informative talk about 
Porthcawl lifeboats. 
President Val thanked 
him and presented him 
with a cheque for £350, 
which was raised at the 
autumn fayre. 

The next speaker on 
February 14 is Mrs J 
Benson Davison, whose 
talk is entitled 
‘Extend’. 

New members and 
guests are always wel¬ 
come. We meet the sec¬ 
ond Tuesday of each 
month at Pencoed 
Welfare Hall (1.45pm to 
4.15pm). 

For further details, 
telephone Val on 
01656862181 or Pat on 
016560289. 


NEWS FROM PENCOED WI 



ABOVE: 

Die, pictured at an Ogmore Tractor Run. 


He was regularly 
seen at Vintage 
Tractor Runs, driving 
his Ferguson T.20 and 
wearing his trademark 
bush hat, cheerily 
waving to everyone as 
he cruised along. 

For many years, Die 
was the driving force 
in the Bridgend Show, 
serving as chairman 
and organising the 
vintage section with 
his wife Trish as his 
back-up - or it could 
have been the other 
way round. Either 


way, it was always 
great teamwork, with 
the support of many 
others! 

He was regularly 
seen at such gather¬ 
ings - usually with a 
hot mug of tea in one 
hand and a Welsh 
cake in the other - he 
always blamed Trish 
for shrinking his 
clothes! 

It was definitely not 
due to his love of food! 

My last chat with 
Die was just two 
nights before he 


Childbirth 
Trust’s nearly 
new sale 


passed away, when he 
called to my house for 
a chat and a drop of 
malt whisky and he 
was in his usual top 
form. 

He was a good fami¬ 
ly man and he always 
appreciated the sup¬ 
port he had from his 
dear wife, Trish, and 
his daughters, Calli 
and Laura. 

It has been a pleas¬ 
ure and honour to 
have had Die 
Pentrehwnt as a 
friend. 

My thoughts, along 
with all those who 
knew him, are with his 
family at this sad time. 
BASIL GEORGE 


First, Adriatic, 
next, Atlantic! 

NEWS FROM PORTHCAWL 
TOWNSWOMEN’S GUILD 


Who wants 
to build what 
and where ? 


The National 
Childbirth Trust 
(NCT) will hold a 
nearly new sale on 
Saturday, March 3 
at llam-12:30pm 
inCowbridge 
Leisure Centre, the 
Broadshoard, 
Cowbridge(doors 
open at 10.45am for 
NCT members with 
membership card). 

Entrance/suggested 
donation £l/family: 
baby/children’s’ clothes, 
toys, equipment (eg. 
prams) and maternity 
wear. Sellers contact 
Julie on 01656 662564 
to pre-register by 
February 29 (and for 
details of what can/can’t 
be sold) or email nctn- 
earlynewsales@live.co. 
uk. 

Donations, cakes and 
raffle prizes gratefully 
received. Cakes, tea and 
coffee on sale, plus 
many bargains. 

Non-members wel¬ 
come to buy and sell. A 
big thank you to all who 
buy, sell and help at our 
sales. Volunteers are 


required on sale day and 
also to help organise the 
sales. Helpers get first 
pick of the bargains 
before the doors open! 

The event is in aid of 
The National Childbirth 
Trust Vale and Valleys 
branch (formerly 

Bridgend, Cowbridge 
and Llantwit Major 
branch). 

We are raising funds 
to train three breastfeed¬ 
ing counsellors and two 
antenatal teachers. We 
offer information and 
support in pregnancy, 
childbirth and early par¬ 
enthood and aim to give 
every parent the chance 
to make informed choic¬ 
es. 

We try to make sure 
our services, activities 
and membership are 
fully accessible to 
everyone. 

Donations to support 
the work are welcome. 
Registered charity No. 
801395. 

Find us on Facebook: 
search ‘NCT Vale & 
Valleys’. 

JULIE PRICE 


PORTHCAWL 
Townswomen’s 
Guild chairman, 

Dee Richardson, 
welcomed everyone 
to the first meeting 
of 2012 and we 
were all ready to get 
back into routine at 
the start of a new 
year. 

We have quite a busy 
year ahead of us with a 
variety of activities - the 
first being a coffee 
morning at the Atlantic 
on January 24, where 
there will be a bring and 
buy stall and the usual 
card stall. 

We are hoping to 
arrange a second visit 
to the Bridgend Police 
Museum, as a few of our 
ladies could not be there 
previously. 

Our twin guild from 
Mansfield sent us the 
usual amusing report on 


TWO young men 
who became 
involved in an 
affray - causing a 
family great dis¬ 
tress - have been 
put behind bars . 

At the time of 
the incident, one of 
them had a base¬ 
ball bat. 

Robert McGregor 
(19) of Lavender 
Court, Brackla, and 
John Hills (22) of 
Tennyson Drive, 
Cefn Glas, Bridgend, 
each admitted a 
charge of affray. 

McGregor pleaded 
guilty to possessing 
an offensive weapon, 
the bat. 

McGregor was 
sent to a young 
offender institution 
for 12 months, and 
Hills, who was said 
by Judge Patrick 
Curran at Cardiff 
Crown Court, to 
have played a lesser 
role, was sent to 
prison for eight 
months. 

Said the judge: 
“This was a disgrace¬ 
ful incident. 

“People who use 


their December meeting. 

With the loss of one 
of our members, Audrey 
Eynon, who was also 
our pianist, and a mem¬ 
ber of the music group 
at Trinity, we have 
decided to purchase a 
copy of the new hymn 
book for the use of the 
organist at Trinity in her 
memory. 

Our speaker was Mr 
David Anderson, so we 
knew that we were in for 
a wonderful afternoon 
of travel - and we were 
not disappointed as we 
were taken around the 
Adriatic, which was 
very interesting. 

The next meeting will 
be on February 8 at 
2pm, in All Saints 
Church Hall. Our 
speaker will be Mr Mike 
Boyles, so we are in for 
a wonderful afternoon 
of music! 

FREDA RODGER 


violence in this way 
and cause fear face 
immediate custody.” 

Prosecutor Julian 
Greenwood said that 
on September 26 last 
year, the defendants 
went to the home of 
Alan Smith in 
Pencoed, believing 
that a member of the 
family owed one of 
them £50. 

McGregor was 
carrying the bat. 

The family heard a 
bang, and were 
aware of McGregor 
smashing the back 
window of a car. 

Hills then began 
kicking down the 
front wall. 

At this point, the 
family chased Hills 
into nearby Deri 
Avenue, and 

McGregor ran into a 
park. 

Hills, said Mr 
Greenwood, shouted: 
“I’ve got a knife, and 
I’m going to slice 
you.” 

He did not have 
such a weapon, said 
Mr Greenwood. 

However, it caused 
Mr Smith to “stop 
dead in his tracks”. 


Mr A Davies - 10 Ton 
Tylluan, Broadlands - 
Conservatory to rear. 
Herbert R Thomas - 
Bwlch Mountain above 
Blaengarw - Screening 
opinion for wind turbine 
development on Bwlch 
Mountain. 

Bridgend Plant Limited 
- 31 West Drive, 

Porthcawl - Two storey 
rear extension to existing 
dwelling and replace sin¬ 
gle garage. 

Camplas Techology 
Limited - Unit 26, Heol 
Ffaldau, Brackla 
Industrial Estate - 

Extension to existing 
factory. 

Paula Aplin 
Monkstone House, 
Severn Road, 

Porthcawl - Extend 
office in car park with 
glazed covered way to 
extend building and 
extend bedrooms for en- 
suite. 

Mr David Morris - 16 


Later, fearing for 
his safety, Mr Smith 
struck McGregor. 

But McGregor 
picked up stones and 
threw them at the 
family, narrowly 
missing Mrs Smith. 

When arrested, 
McGregor told the 
police he had gone to 
the house to collect 
money and took the 
bat because he 
“expected trouble”. 

Said Mr 

Greenwood: “He said 
he was off his face, 
didn’t know what he 
was doing and con¬ 
ceded that their 
behaviour would 
have made them look 
like a bunch of 
lunatics.” 

Hills denied threat¬ 
ening anyone. 

Owen Williams, 
representing both 
men, said they had 
already served the 
equivalent of an 
eight-month sentence 
on remand, and 
acknowledged that 
anti-social behaviour 
was not to be tolerat¬ 
ed and had to be pun¬ 
ished. 


Pen yr Ysgol, Maesteg 

- Single storey extension 
to rear. 

Mr Abuzer Baykara - 
Maesteg Charcoal 
Grill, 25 Commercial 
Street, Maesteg 
Extend opening hours to 
2am Fridays and 
Saturdays. 

Mr Kerry Beer - 12 
Garfield Avenue, 
Litchard - Garden shed 
to front. 

Mrs Emma-Jayne 
Griffiths - 26 Garn 
Road, Maesteg 
Conservatory to front. 
Elitescapes - Tyn y 
Coed, Nicholls Road, 
Coytrahen - Fell ash 
tree. 

BCBC Regneration 
Projects - The Market, 
Talbot Street, Maesteg 

- New entrance to 
indoor market, int. lobby 
with auto doors, bus 
office area and enclosed 
seating area. 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


PACT 
meeting 
THIS is an oppor¬ 
tunity for residents 
in Maesteg to dis¬ 
cuss any problems 
they have with 
police and council 
officials, on 
Monday, January 
23 at 6.30pm in 
Cwm Canol ( oppo¬ 
site ASDA super¬ 
market) 

Last respects 

I WOULD inform 
readers of this column 
who knew John 
Jenkins, musical direc¬ 
tor of the Bridgend 
male choir, and wish 
to pay their respects, 
that his funeral service 


takes place tomorrow 
(January 20) at 12pm 
in Margam 
Crematorium. 

Top results! 

TYNYRHEOL pri¬ 
mary school assess¬ 
ment results were the 
best that pupils had 
ever achieved at Key 
Stage 1 with 100 per 
cent at Level 2 or 
above in all core sub¬ 
jects. 

This is the required 
level for seven-year- 
olds in Wales. The pres¬ 
entation of school work 
by pupils has increased 
considerably during the 
last year. 

The school also 
gained the prestigious 
ICT Becta quality mark. 

Older pupils at the 
school have benefited 


Mulled wine 
and a quiz on 
a chilly night! 


SOUTHERNDOWN WI NEWS 


A REVITALISED 
Southerdown WI 
branch got off to a 
good start at the 
January meeting; 
to her credit, presi¬ 
dent Meryl James 
had recruited sev¬ 
eral prospective 
members who 
appeared to enjoy 
themselves - and 
won a quiz. 

It was an easy-going, 
informal meeting with 
no official speaker. The 
president introduced 
new faces, the commit¬ 
tee introduced them¬ 
selves and everyone was 
wished a happy new 
year. 

A brief county letter 
was read, a few mem¬ 
bers will be going to an 


international women’s 
day at Porthcawl in 
March. The new year 
lunch is to take place on 
January 27 at the 
Southemdown golf club. 

The president also 
informed members that 
they would be adorning 
a float in a community 
carnival in June. 

Subs were paid, a 
new programme out¬ 
lined and a plate supper 
with mulled wine was 
provided by members, 
who attempted the quiz 
on the Olympics and 
Diamond Jubilee. 

This was a congenial, 
social meeting on a cold 
winter night. Next 
meeting is on February 
9 in St Brides Major 
church hall (7.15pm). 
Phillip Davies will talk 
on‘Weird Wills’. BM 


from participating in 
inter-school games such 
as basketball, football, 
netball and rugby. 

Three pupils, Lauren 
Chard, Ieuan Jeremy 
and Daniel Parker, were 
chosen to play basket¬ 
ball in the Bridgend 
North League in the 
Bridgend classic bas¬ 
ketball tournament. 
Daniel Parker was cho¬ 
sen to play for the 
Bridgend County bas¬ 
ketball squad in London 
and Stoke on Trent. 

Evan Davies and 
Josh Sheppard played in 
the Bridgend and 
District football team, 
and Kai Lewis has been 
selected for the Cardiff 
City football academy. 

In a recent Bridgend 
schools cross-country 
event, loan Davies took 
first place in his section, 
and many other pupils 
had represented the 
school in cross-country 
races last term. 

The PTFA is holding 
a half price book fair in 
the school hall from 
January 23-January 27, 
Monday-Thursday, 
2.30pm-3.30pm and 
Friday 8.50am-9.20am. 

The school has extra 
curricular clubs this 
term, including guitar 
club, each Monday at 
12.30pm-lpm with Mr 
Griffiths; drama club, 
Tuesday, 3.15pm-4pm 
with Mrs Grabham; ball 
skills club, Wednesday, 
3.15pm^lpm with Mr 
Goldsworthy; and a 
music club Thursday, 
3.15pm^4pm with Miss 
Jones. 

Young 

singers 

MAESTEG Town 
Hall’s young singers 
competition has com¬ 
petitors coming from 
all areas throughout 
Wales, organised by 
the Maesteg Gleemen 
male voice choir and 
sponsored by 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would 
like to have items included in the community news columns 
of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



Dunraven Windows 
Ltd. on Saturday, 
January 28 at 6.30pm. 

The compere for the 
evening is BBC presen¬ 
ter Beverly Humphreys. 
The adjudicators are: 
Wyn Davies, a 
Welshman ,who has 
been musical director 
for NBR New Zealand 
Opera since 2005; 
Suzanne Murphy from 
Limerick, an Honorary 
Fellow of the University 
of Cardiff and the Royal 
Welsh College of Music 
and Drama , where she 
has taught since 2001; 
tenor Dennis O’Neill 
and baritone Eric 
Roberts, who has only 
had one audition for a 
job in 30 years - and 
that was to join the cho¬ 
rus of the Welsh 
National Opera! 

Tickets for the com¬ 
petition cost £5 and can 
be obtained from 
Maesteg town hall box 
office. 

Carers get 
together 

BRIDGEND Carer’s 
Centre at 87 Park 
Street, Bridgend, (tele¬ 
phone 01656 658479), 
has a series of events 
over the next few days 
for carers. 

On Monday, January 
23/30 between 
lOam-lpm, and January 
25, lpm-4pm, drop-in 
facilities are being pro¬ 
vided for a sociable 
meeting. 

On January 23/30, 
there will be the book 


Question time for the Welsh 
coaches at Bridgend Athletic 



- _ d 


t 


ing of 
Athletic 


ABOVE: Neil Jenkins, Scrum 5’s Rick O’Shea, club president Wayne Griffiths 
and Rob Howley. Wayne Griffiths presented club ties to the visitors. 

THE official reopen- ident Wayne Griffiths 
of Nathaniel Cars 
gave the vote of 
thanks and presented 
guests with club ties. 

Patron Gareth 
Davies was the MC 
and also conducted a 
successful auction. 

The facility is now 
open to the public for 
weddings and birth¬ 
day parties. Call 
01656 652263 for 

details. 


Bridgend 
RFC’s 
refurbished upstairs 
function room took 
place in the presence 
of Welsh coaches 
Rob Howley and 
Neil Jenkins, who 
conducted a frank 
Q&A session. 

Entertainment was 
provided by Scrum 
5’s ebullient Rick 
O’Shea and new pres- 



Neil Jenkins and Rob Howley. 


Cwtch between 
1 pm-2pm, with the 
opportunity to practice 
reading out aloud. 

On January 25 from 
10am-12 noon, Howells 
solicitors will be pro¬ 
viding a legal surgery, 
telephone the above 
number for an appoint¬ 
ment. 

On January 16 from 
10.30am- 12.30pm, there 
will be a bring and buy 
sale included in the cof¬ 
fee morning. 

On January 27, 
“Walking with Paula” 
includes a guided tour 
by an air raid warden, 
who will tell how resi¬ 
dents of Swansea coped 
with the impact of the 
bombing raids during 
World War Two. 

On Fridays at the 
centre there are appoint¬ 
ments available with 
Macmillan and Relate 
providing free coun¬ 
selling for carers affect¬ 
ed by cancer. 

To book, call Rachel 
on 07582 874186. 

Charity 

appeal 

MENTAL Health 
Matters has organised 
activities at the 
Bridgend Wellbeing 
centre, Nolton church 
hall. 

On January 20/27 
between 2pm and 3pm, 
there is Writing with 
Val, an expressive and 
fun method of writing. 

On January 24/31 
between 1.30pm and 
2.30pm, reading group 
with John. 

Contact 01656 
767045. 

The charity is seek¬ 
ing donations of musi¬ 
cal instruments particu¬ 
larly percussion instru¬ 
ments, i.e. castanets, 
tambourines, shakers, 
bells. 

All items donated 
will be used to enhance 
services and provide 
support to patients at 
Coity Clinic. 

Volunteers are 
required to support hos¬ 
pital in-patients. Please 
contact Tracy Watson at 
Mental Health Matters 
Wales on Tel: 01656 
767045 or email: 
tracy. watson @ mhmwale 
s.org for further infor¬ 
mation. 

Happy 

birthday! 

I WOULD like to join 
with members of 
Tondu Wesley 
Methodist Church and 
Aberkenfig and 
District Women’s 
Institute to congratu¬ 
late and wish 
Margaret Crocker 
many more happy 
years, on attaining the 
magnificent age of 90 
on January 7. 


Packed 

church 

THE two recent carol 
services held in St 
Tyfodwg’s church, 
Glynogwr, were well 
attended and the com¬ 
munity carol service 
was packed out, with 
people standing at the 
back of the church. 

This year, the church 
was fortunate in having 
the Ogmore Valley 
Ladies Choir, with con¬ 
ductor Mrs Kitty David 
and accompanist Mrs 
Sheila Evans. 

Halfway through the 
service Father 
Christmas made an 
appearance, courtesy of 
the aptly-named Mr 
Nicholas Morgan, and 
distributed presents to 
all the children present. 

The readings were 
given by Mrs Rose 
Griffiths, Mrs Helen 
Dando, Mr Alan 
Morgan, Mrs Stephanie 
Bowen, Mrs Nicola 
Jones, Mr Keith Lynch 
and David Bowen. 

Youngsters Michaela 
Parish and David also 
gave explanations about 
the history of carols and 
the story of King 
Wenceslas. 

The service was con¬ 
ducted by the vicar Fr 
Julian with organist Mrs 
Ann Williams-Jones 
accompanying carols. 

The collection taken 
on the night amounted 


to £235 and with the 
agreement of the Ladies 
Choir, £120 was donat¬ 
ed towards their fund 
for supplying heart 
monitoring machines to 
the two surgeries in the 
Ogmore valley. 

Members of the 
church have thanked 
Mrs Lydia Davies for 
liaising with the ladies 
choir, and Mrs Shireen 
Parish for organising 
the children’s events, 
including the appear¬ 
ance of Father 
Christmas and kindly 
donating the children’s 
presents. 

The second carol 
service in the church 
was held on the follow¬ 
ing Thursday evening 
and was organised for 
the Llangeinor Hunt. 

The collection taken 
amounted to £228 and 
this went to the hunt’s 
chosen charity for 2011, 
Sandville Self Help 
Centre, Porthcawl, 
which is a respite centre 
for cancer sufferers. 

The service was 
taken again by the vicar, 
Fr Julian, who also gave 
a short address. The 
organist was Mr Darren 
Hughes and the lessons 
were read by Mrs Mair 
Hughes, Joanne 
Llewellyn and Zoe 
Lllewellyn. 

Two younger mem¬ 
bers of the hunt partici¬ 
pated with further read¬ 
ings. One in Welsh, by 
Marcus Finn, and the 
other by Tabatha 
Anthony. Soloist young 
Jessica Allen, sang 
delightfully. 

The members of the 
church have been 
awarded a grant from 
the Communities First 
Trust Fund. 

The £4,416 will 
cover the cost of replac¬ 
ing the worn quarry 
tiles in the porch, repair 


of the damaged bath 
stone on the outer arch 
of the porch door, seal¬ 
ing the wall from damp 
and re-plastering the 
damaged area beneath 
the east window. 

Tondu pri¬ 
mary school 

THE school welcomes 
children aged under 
three years of age and 
relatives to the school 
on Thursdays between 
9.45am-11.15am. 

Tondu Toddlers 
enables children to 
socialise with others of 
the same age. 

The school seeks vol¬ 
unteers to help out on 
Mondays between 
9am-l 1.30am. 

Year-2 children have 
started learning kerb 
craft, and year-5 chil¬ 
dren will be taking part 
in a traffic survey in 
Aberkenfig on January 
19 as part of the school 
travel plan. 

Sad loss 

I AM sorry to inform 
the many friends of 
Marian Edwards, 
Coronation Street, 
Aberkenfig, of her sud¬ 
den passing away on 
Saturday, January 14. 

I knew Marian, she 
was a lovely person and 
a pillar of society. 

She was a founder 
member of the 
Aberkenfig and District 
Women’s Institute, a 
past member of the 
Tondu and District art 
society, a staunch mem¬ 
ber of the Quilters club 
in Sarn community cen¬ 
tre, and a managing 
committee member of 
the Welfare Hall, Heol 
Persondy, Aberkenfig. 

An active member 
of the community, she 
will be missed by all 
who knew her. 


RSPCA appeal after 
a terrapin is found 
on beach at Ogmore 


THE RSPCA is 
appealing for infor¬ 
mation after a ter¬ 
rapin was found at 
Ogmore beach on 
Sunday, January 8 
by a local resident. 

Known as a yellow- 
bellied slider, it is often a 
popular pet, said Anne 
Ovenstone, chair of the 
International Tortoise 
Association: 

“Pet shops often sell 
terrapins very cheaply, 
but they are quite tricky 
to keep. 

“They can grow quick¬ 
ly, need large aquaria 
with appropriate basking 
areas, and their water 
must be changed regu¬ 
larly. 

“I imagine that the 
owners of this terrapin 
grew tired of their 
responsibilities and 
dumped the creature. 

“This was completely 
unnecessary, as we 
would have happily 
taken the terrapin from 
them.” 

RSPCA inspector Nic 



ABOVE: 

The terrapin found on Ogmore beach - 
it is now in the care of the RSPCA. 

De Celis said: “It seems have a harmful impact 


that this terrapin was 
either recently dumped 
on the beach, or washed 
down the river after 
being abandoned some¬ 
where else. 

“This is quite unac¬ 
ceptable. Not only is this 
a cruel way of treating 
an animal, but terrapins 
are a non-native species 
and so could potentially 


on other wildlife. 

“We would urge any¬ 
one with information 
about this matter to con¬ 
tact us as soon as possi¬ 
ble.” 

The terrapin is now in 
the care of the RSPCA. 
Anyone with information 
should call 0300 
1234999. Calls are in 
confidence. 
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Working Men’s Club hosts a special 40th 
birthday bash for Clare - and everyone joined ini 


LLANHARRY Working Men’s Club was 
the venue for a special local celebration 
on January 7, when Clare McClean from 
Pontyclun, celebrated her 40th birthday. 

As you can see from Andy Wicks’ images, 
everyone joined in the fun and the youngsters 
in particular enjoyed their moment in the 
spotlight, with the encouragement of the DJ. 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

by ANDY WICKS 








'Help to make 
a difference’ is 
Rotary’s plea 


THE Rotary Club 
of Porthcawl is 
delighted to have 
been chosen to pilot 
a ‘Satellite Club’. 

We know that some 
people can’t commit to 
regularly helping others 
even though they would 
love to - perhaps due to 
work or family circum¬ 
stances. 

The Porthcawl Rotary 
Satellite Club is intended 
to be a club within a club 
which will be able to 
operate more flexibly 
and be able to draw up its 
own calendar. In fact, it 
can be a club which suits 
your life-style! 

It could meet on a day 
and time which suits 
each club member, have 
a different venue, multi¬ 
ple venues or even no 
venue - members meet¬ 
ing in their own homes. 

It could set its own 
local agenda for under¬ 
taking one-off projects or 


on-going schemes which 
could make a difference 
in the local or world 
community; it will mean 
new horizons and friend¬ 
ships for all who join. 

If you, your partner or 
friends would like to find 
out more about this excit¬ 
ing new initiative being 
taken by Rotary 
International, we have 
arranged an interest 
meeting at the Salthouse 
on the Square in 
Porthcawl at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday, February 7. 

This will be an ideal 
opportunity to come and 
chat to us and find out 
more about who we are, 
what we do and how you 
can make a difference to 
your local community. 

Just drop in - we’d 
love to see you! If you 
would like more infor¬ 
mation, please get in 
touch with Ken Roberts 
on 01656 721510. 

IVOR 

WILLIAMS 


El 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 






From carols 
to a fun quiz 

MERTHYR MAWR WI 


Members hear 
of a pilgrimage 
to Middle East 

| PENLLYN AND DISTRICTWTI 


Bridgend 
Bridge Club 

round-up 


PRESIDENT 
Margaret Batten 
opened the January 
meeting by wishing 
all the members a 
Happy New Year; 
she welcomed two 
visitors who had 
joined us for the 
meeting and hoped 
that they would 
come again. 

The Christmas dinner 
had been a great success. 
We had enjoyed a superb 
meal provided again by 
Jane Morgan, Diana 
Chinn entertained us 
with some amusing 
Christmas readings and 
the evening had ended 
with everyone joining in 
the carol singing, led by 
Olga Woolfenden and 
Rosemary Rowe. 

Several members 
attended the link carol 
service at Penllyn 
Church last month. We 


are the host WI for our 
link this year and we 
will be holding a link 
meeting on March 22 at 
Colwinston Village Hall. 

We were pleased 
many members braved 
the heavy rain and 
strong winds to attend 
the January meeting. 

After the business of 
the evening had been 
concluded, we held a 
social evening. 

A bring and buy stall 
was run to raise money 
for our charity. 

Gwerfil Gardiner 
organised a fun quiz, 
which taxed our brains, 
and we enjoyed catching 
up with friends - helped 
along with a few refresh¬ 
ments. 

The next meeting will 
be on Wednesday, 
February 1 at Corntown 
Community Hall, when 
the talk will be ‘Life in 
Japan ’. FC 


THE monthly 
members’ meeting 
was held on 
January 3 and 
president, Novello 
Peters, wished 
everyone a happy 
New Year, distrib¬ 
uted new pro¬ 
grammes for the 
year, and intro¬ 
duced speaker, 
Marion Layton- 
Matthews. 

Marion delivered an 
extremely interesting, 
and often humorous talk 
on her pilgrimage to 
Jordan and Egypt. 

With the help of a 
map, she explained the 
route they had taken and 
described the sights and 
scenes they had experi¬ 
enced and the people 
they had met, giving us 
a modern day picture of 
the settings of well- 
known biblical stories. 

Some places were 
perhaps not as we’d 
envisaged them to be! 
She showed various 
examples of local craft- 
work she had brought 
back as souvenirs, and 
we were able to see pic¬ 
tures and guide books 
from some of the places 
she had visited. Marion 
was thanked by 
Novello. 

The minutes of the 
last meeting were read 
by secretary, Jane Exell. 
All felt that the group 
carol service held on 
December 14 was a very 
successful event, and 
those providing the 
refreshments were 
thanked for their efforts. 


Information was 
given regarding various 
forthcoming local and 
federation events and 
competitions, and 
arrangements were 
made for the festive 
meal on January 17 at 
the Red Fox in Penllyn. 

The WI Resolutions 
options were discussed 
and voting took place. 
The winners of the raf¬ 
fle and the competition 
were announced. 

The next meeting will 
be on Tuesday, February 
7 at 7.30pm in the 
Village Hall, and the 
speaker will be Ros 
Jones, talking about 
‘Applique’. 

New members wel¬ 
comed; we meet on the 
first Tuesday in every 
month (except August), 
at 7.30pm in Penllyn 
Village Hall. For further 
information contact 
Novello 01656 674191 
or Marjorie 01656 
647115. 

MN 

FLORAL 

PHOTOS 

THE Pencoed Flower 
Arranging Society 
meets in the Pencoed 
College lecture room on 
February 6 at 7pm. 

A photography evening 
has been arranged with 
an around the world 
theme by Mr Mike 
Baker, of Aberthin. 
Guests are welcome and 
have free entry on their 
first visit to the club. 
Contact 01656 657796 
for details. 


RESULTS for 
Bridgend Bridge 
Club for 
Wednesday, 
January 11, were as 
follows: 

First, Mel 

Humphries and Glyn 
Williams; Second, 
David Bowen and 
David Crompton; 
Third, Steve 
Burgoyne and Linda 
Pinnock. 

Friday, January 13: 
First, Jane Brook and 
Wendy Williams; 
Second, Diane Jones 
and Pat Coghill; 

Third, Marjorie 
Morris and Linda 


Pinnock. 

In addition to the 
regular club nights on 
Wednesday and 
Friday evenings at 
7pm in Nolton Church 
Hall, there will be les¬ 
sons for beginners on 
Fridays from 
February 3 at 7.30pm; 
and improvers on 
Wednesdays at 
2.30pm. All are wel¬ 
come. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, or to register 
interest, contact John 
Beard, 01446 771445; 
Steve Burgoyne, 01656 
661968 or David 
Newman, 01656 
649138. 


THE LAUGHING COW 

‘glee’fully presents 

COMEDY @ 
THE DUKE 

Thursday 26th January 


CHRIS CORCORAN 1 

“a very funny man” - The Mirror 
Mr BBC Radio Rales/support tours Rob 
Brydon/Rod Gilbert/Greg Davies 


CLINT EDWARDS 

Relaxed and conversational stage presence 
always ensures a positive reaction from the 
audience. Starred in BBC Wales’ comedy: 


JORDAN BROOKS 

Unnervingly unstable presence giving edge 
to his smartly crafted one-liners. 


ROB HUGHES 

writer of sublime material...mixes truth with fiction 
^in^come^cockt^ldiatllgetyourheadii^aspin^ 


Doors 7pm - Show 8.30pm -11.30pm 

Tickets advance £15 advance 
£18 on door. Tickets on sale from: 

The Duke of Wellington, Cowbridge. T: 773592 
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CHARITY NIGHT FOR THE SANDVILLE 
SEES LOCALS SHOW THEIR SUPPORT 

THIS year’s Twelfth Night Fancy Dress 
Carnival at the Hi-Tide was a “great suc¬ 
cess”, say organisers. 

The reception rooms were filled with revellers 
and the fancy dress turnout was of a high standard. 

Arthur and Marilyn Beale, together with Dave 
and Patricia Jones who lead a team of supporters too 
many to name, led the event in the Hi-Tide thanks to 
the generosity of Geoff and Francesca Dower. 

The guests and celebrities for the panel of judges 
were: Boyd Clack and Kirsten Jones, Alyson and 
Eifion Evans, Cathy and Neil Poacher and sister 
Gwyneth Poacher, MBE. 

The comperes were Lennie Dee and Robbie 
Owen. 

All proceeds from the evening went to the 
Sandville Self Help Centre at Ton Kenfig. Barclays 
Bank was the main supporter, matching £750 against 
the raffle. 

Report and photos by KEITH E MORGAN. 




ABOVE: Gwyneth with Dave Smith , 
Porthcawl's ‘Elvis’. 





Pictures 

by 

KEITH E 
MORGAN 


ABOVE: The toy soldiers were the winners in the groups category. 


ABOVE: The judges (left to right): Neil and Cathy Poacher; 
Sister Gwyneth Poacher; Alyson and Eifion Evans; Kirsten Jones 
and actor and comedian Boyd Clark 
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PORTHCAWL’S TWELFTH NIGHT FANCY 
DRESS NIGHT IS A ‘GREAT SUCCESS’ 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


MYNYDD Cynffig 
Junior School is 
adopting a new 
policy for parents’ 
meetings this year 
- after the reports 
in the summer 
term, they feel that 
it is too late to help 
pupils who are 
falling behind. 

However, if parents 
are aware of their 
child’s difficulties early 
enough, they can sup¬ 
port the school and help 
pupils achieve their best 
by the end of the year. 

The school will be 
holding parents’ meet¬ 
ings on March 27-28 to 
discuss their child’s 
progress. 

Inter-school matches - 

The school recently 
played netball and 
rugby against West Park 
Primary School, 
Porthcawl. 

In rugby, the ‘A’ team 


won by 28 points to six, 
with Luke Dingle scor¬ 
ing two tries and 
Connor Farnham and 
Connor Morgan scoring 
one each. 

Luke Dingle also had 
a fine match with the 
boot, converting all five 
tries. 

The ‘B’ team also 
played well, winning by 
25 points to 15, with 
three tries from Bradley 
Jenkins and two from 
Liam Evans. 

The school netball 
teams had mixed for¬ 
tunes in the three 
matches, with the ‘A’ 
team winning 6-4, the 
‘B’ team drawing 3-3 
and the ‘C’ team losing 
7-0. 

Presentation 

DURING the recent 
quiz night in the 
Royal Oak pub, 
Kenfig Hill, Karen 
Evans, representing 
Pisgah Chapel, was 


presented with a 
cheque for £500 by 
landlady Tina 
Richards, part of the 
proceeds from the 
four-pint whisky bot¬ 
tle recently opened. 

Karen was delighted 
and thanked Tina and 
all those who take part 
in the quiz, saying that 
this would be a great 
help towards the repairs 
to the organ in the 
chapel. 

Gig night 

KPC Youth and 
Porthcawl CS Leo 
Club are holding a 
Gig Night at Pyle 
RFC this Saturday, 
January 21, from 
7pm. The entertain¬ 
ment will feature 
‘Loss Conscious’ and 
‘Approaching 
Danger’ plus sup¬ 
porting acts. 

Tickets, which can be 
obtained on the door, 


‘Winter warmer’ 
toasted the benefits 
of local woodland 



ABOVE: Members of the Bridgend FEI enjoy the outdoors 
around a woodland camp fire. 


THE Bridgend Forest Education 
Initiative (FEI) group recently 
had just the answer to post-fes¬ 
tive blues - a ‘winter warmer’ 
get-together around a crackling 
log fire in the woods. 

The group is made up of local teach¬ 
ers and business people in the 
Bridgend area with a keen interest in 
the timber industry and woodland edu¬ 
cation. 

With the guidance and support of 
Forestry Commission Wales, the group 
meets regularly to increase understand¬ 
ing of the environmental, social, and 
economic potential of trees, particular¬ 
ly among young people. 

Recently the group, which wants to 
recruit new members, organised hot 
chocolate, toasted marshmallows and 
cakes around a log fire in Rockwool 
Woodlands for Learning Centre, 
Bridgend. 

Group secretary and Forestry 
Commission Wales education officer 
Geminie Drinkwater said: “This was 
an opportunity to meet like-minded 
people who have a keen interest in the 
timber industry and outdoor woodland 
education, with the possibility of creat¬ 
ing new business links. 

“We hope the winter warmer session 
will encourage new members to the 
Bridgend FEI cluster group and bring 
in yet more skills to the group which 
members can then pass on to the chil¬ 
dren and young people they work 
with.” 

The Bridgend group is one of 23 
FEI cluster groups in Wales, made up 
of a network of people interested in 
woodland-based learning, including 
teachers, Forest School practitioners, 
woodland owners and timber industry 


representatives. 

Groups represented in the Bridgend 
cluster include Forestry Commission 
Wales, local schools, Keep Wales Tidy, 
Bridgend County Council, Valley and 
Vale Community Arts, Bridgend 
Foundation Phase Team, BTCV and 
Groundwork. 

Each cluster group develops local 
programmes for children and young 
people in its area, helped by members 
of the Forestry Commission Wales 
Woodlands for Learning (WfL) team. 

As well as engendering an apprecia¬ 
tion of the environmental and econom¬ 
ic potential of woodlands, the groups 
also promote the benefits of trees for 
our emotional and physical well being. 

Geminie said: “Basically, the winter 
warmer event was an FEI meeting with 
a twist, with a view to strengthening 
relationships in the group and attract¬ 
ing new members. 

“Ideally, I’m hoping to attract peo¬ 
ple from the timber industry, independ¬ 
ent education providers and so on, to 
try to diversify the make-up of the 
group which is made up primarily of 
teachers.” 

She said the event was an opportu¬ 
nity to reflect on the group’s achieve¬ 
ments in 2011 and focus on the chal¬ 
lenges for 2012: 

“Last year, the group enjoyed two 
workshops, one on green woodwork 
and one on outdoor drama, courtesy of 
funding provided by FEI Wales, and 
visited different outdoor learning loca¬ 
tions across Bridgend, sharing exam¬ 
ples of best practice.” 

• For more information, contact 
Geminie Drinkwater on 0300 068 
0253; mobile 07748 336629; email 
geminie.drinkwater@forestry.gsi.gov. 
uk 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 

by Richard Sims 

Telephone; 01656 746840 
Mobile; 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 



are £2 or £3; however, 
you must be 13 and 
over to gain admission. 
Proceeds from this 
event will go towards 
the development of both 
clubs. 

Wellbeing 

Centre 

ACTIVITIES being 
held by the Mental 
Health Matters, Wales 
in the Talbot 
Community Centre, 
Prince Road on 
Wednesday January 
25, include informa¬ 
tion writing with Val - 
expressive and fun 
from 1:30pm to 
4:30pm and the read¬ 
ing group from 3pm 
to 4pm. 

There will also be a 
social afternoon from 
lpm to 5pm, when 
everyone is welcome at 
a relaxed afternoon in a 
friendly environment. 

SHOUT 

IF YOU have any 
issues about your vil¬ 
lage which you would 


like to discuss and see 
some action taken, 
why not attend the 
next meeting of 
‘SHOUT’ which is 
being held in the 
Barnyard, Pyle on 
Tuesday January 31 
from 2pm to 3pm. 

Parish news 

MOVIETIME - The 
next movietime, in 
which a classic film 
will be shown, will be 
held in the church hall 
next Thursday, 
January 26 at 2pm. 

A wonderful evening 
was enjoyed on 
Tuesday last week, by 
all who went on a trip 
to see the musical 
Oliver , an excellent 
show with great 
singing. 

Thanks to Alan 
Brookes, who organised 
everything so well; 54 
very happy people came 
home after a brilliant 
evening out. 

For details of servic¬ 
es, events and activities 
in the parish, telephone 
the Rev Dr Duncan 


Holocaust 
Memorial Day 
exhibition 


AN exhibition by 
two ‘war and con¬ 
flict artists’ in 
Barry will be the 
centre-piece of the 
Vale’s commemora¬ 
tion of Holocaust 
Memorial Day. 

The exhibition, 
called ‘Blue Line’, 
offers the chance to 
see the dramatic and 
moving work of Polish 
artist Maciej 
Hoffman, whose 
paintings will be 
shown alongside the 
work of Welsh artist, 
Nicola Tucker, which 
sensitively examines 
issues around the 
theme of Holocaust. 

Describing the exhi¬ 
bition, Vale Council 
arts development offi¬ 
cer, Tracey Harding, 
said: “We are com¬ 
memorating 
Holocaust Memorial 
Day, which is held 
annually on January 
27 for the fifth time. 

“Hoffman and 
Tucker’s work com¬ 
plement each other. 
Tucker’s striking and 
poignant messages are 
told subtly through 
her sculptural installa¬ 
tions, whereas 
Hoffman’s large-scale 
canvases immediately 
impact on the viewer. 
It is definitely an exhi¬ 
bition to visit.” 

Nicola Tucker lives 
in Cardiff and, in 
addition to her work 


as a conflict and war 
artist, is the UK out¬ 
reach representative 
for the Simon 
Wiesenthal Centre in 
Los Angeles. 

‘Blue Line’ comes 
for the first time to 
Barry’s Art Central 
gallery from a series 
of conflict and war art 
exhibitions across 
southern Poland. 

The tour will con¬ 
tinue in London dur¬ 
ing the summer of 
2012, before it moves 
to Berlin. 

The ‘Blue Line’ 
exhibition is the Vale 
Council’s Holocaust 
Memorial event for 
2012. 

Its Art Central 
gallery at the Town 
Hall, King Square, 
Barry will host the 
exhibition, which will 
be open to the public 
from January 24 to 
February 25, Tuesdays 
to Saturdays, from 
10am to 4pm daily. 
Entry is free. 

Both artists will 
give a guided tour of 
the exhibition at Art 
Central on 
Wednesday, January 
25, at 6.30pm. 

For more informa¬ 
tion on the exhibition, 
please call 01446 
709805 or see the 
council’s 

website :www. vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov. uk/art 
central. 



Karen Evans, from the Pisgah Ladies Fellowship, receiving 
a cheque for £500from Tina Richards (right), the landlady of the 
Royal Oak Pub, Kenfig Hill. 


Walker, on 01656 
740500/07766 710373 
or Gareth Gardener on 
07779 239302. 

PACT 

AT the PACT meeting 
in the Bethlehem Life 
Centre, Cefn Cribwr, 
last Thursday, the new 
issues discussed were - 
vehicles being driven 
the wrong way along 
one way streets in the 
vicinity of Park Street 
and Pisgah Street in 
Kenfig Hill. 

An increase in the 
number of dogs being 
allowed to roam in the 
street and fouling on 
gardens and open 
greens where children 
play in the areas of 
Llwyn Helig, Channel 
Heights and High 
Street, Kenfig Hill. 

Indiscriminate park¬ 


ing, in John Street, Cefn 
Cribwr, causing an 
obstruction which 
recently prevented an 
ambulance getting to a 
patient. 

An increase in van¬ 
dalism in Tytalwyn 
Avenue, Kenfig Hill, 
with cars being spat on 
and having their wing 
mirrors knocked off. 

Concerns for public 
safety at the open cast 
mine - People are 
accessing the site which 
is not safe. 

Also discussed was 
the on-going problem 
with parents causing 
obstructions with their 
vehicles when dropping 
off and picking up 
school children. 

Underage drinking at 
a location near Pyle 
Swimming Pool and 
speeding vehicles and 


the increase in traffic 
since Ffordd Y Chwarel 
has been occupied. 

Bethel 

Chapel 

BETHEL Community 
Church would like to 
thank the people of 
Kenfig Hill and the 
residents of Llys 
Cynffig for their gen¬ 
erosity in supporting 
church members as 
they sang carols 
around the streets and 
in Llys Cynffig in the 
days leading up to 
Christmas. 

The money raised, 
including donations, 
was an excellent £195 
and this will be used 
exclusively to provide 
an education for a 15- 
year-old orphan boy in 
Rwanda. 


Pupils’ tough questions 
for the First Minister 



FIRST MINISTER 
Carwyn Jones AM 
has visited Ysgol 
Bryn Castell to 
speak to children at 
a special assembly, 
about his role and 
the importance of 
the Assembly for 
the people of Wales. 

He was grilled by the 
school council on a 
range of topics, from his 
visits to Downing Street, 
to what he wanted to be 
when he was growing 
up. 

Mr Jones reported: “It 
was a pleasure to visit 
Ysgol Bryn Castell and 
talk to pupils there about 
a number of issues that 
are important to all of us. 

“It is always encour¬ 
aging to see young peo¬ 
ple engaging with politi¬ 
cal issues with such 


enthusiasm.” 

Headteacher Stephen 
O’Callaghan said: “It is 
always good to see 
pupils give voice to their 
concerns and express 
them appropriately. 

“This visit is helping 
to develop our young 
people into “responsi¬ 
ble” citizens, who under¬ 
stand their rights and 


responsibilities and can 
play an active part in the 
community.” 

Andrew Stephens, a 
pupil on the school 
council, commented: “I 
thought his visit was 
wonderful; he is a really 
nice guy and we are 
looking forward to visit¬ 
ing him at the National 
Assembly for Wales.” 


Nottage PTA 
raises £1,600 

NOTTAGE Primary School PTA, Porthcawl, 
held a festive fun event for the family which 
raised £1,600 - the raffle accounting for more 
than £750 - with prizes donated by local busi¬ 
nesses. 

Barclays Bank in Porthcawl will again add 
funds to the raffle, which will take the amount 
raised to well over £1,300. All money raised 
benefits children in the school. 
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SANDVILLE STAFF ENTERTAIN 
THEIR VOLUNTEERS TO LUNCH! 



ABOVE: The Sandville team in their ‘best-bib-and-tucker’ - 
preparing to serve lunch to the volunteers are Gary Banks, Irene Keane, 
Peggy Parish and Sister Gwyneth Poacher. 



Sister Gwyneth Poacher introduces pianist Louis Voyzey of Swansea. 



ABOVE: Gwyneth and her team with the army of Sandville volunteers. This picture by IRIS SMITH 


by KEITH E MORGAN 

IT has become a tradition that every year, 
Sister Gwyneth Poacher MBE and staff at 
the Sandville Self Help Centre, Ton 
Kenfig, entertain the army of volunteers 
who support the foundation, to a lunch at 
the centre. 

For this special lunch, the volunteers are treated 
like royalty. They are welcomed with a glass of wine 
and waited on by Gwyneth and her team who do all 
the serving and the washing up afterwards! 

The caterers were the Prince of Wales public 
house at Kenfig, with mine hosts Gareth and Julie 
Maund providing and donating all the cuisine. 

Entertainment during the lunch was provided free 
of charge by pianist Louis Voyzey from Swansea. 


Big Screen 


BIG SCREEN’S next 
presentation is the 
keenly-awaited Jane 
Eyre (Cert PG) which 
will be shown on 
January 26 at 7.30pm 
in the Town Hall, 
Cowbridge. 

This film by Cary 
Fukunaga is true to 
Charlotte Bronte’s book 
and its setting in wild 
Yorkshire. 

It stars Mia 


Wasikowska as Jane and 
Michael Fassbender as 
Rochester with Judi 
Dench as Mrs Fairfax. 

Jane seems to have 
found happiness at 
Thomfield at last but 
could Mr Rochester’s 
terrible secret be about 
to destroy it forever? 

Tickets £3 (in 
advance from the Town 
Clerk’s office, or on the 
door (subject to avail¬ 
ability). 


Read your 
Bridgend 
& Porthcawl 
GEM online 
by 

registering, 
free of 
charge, at 

bridgend - 
today.co.uk 
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The GEM is proud to be an official partner of the 
2012 National Eisteddfod in the Vale of 
Glamorgan 

Mae’r GEM yn jalch ofod yn un o bartneriaid swyddogol 
Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Bro Morgannwg, 2012 


200 O DDYDDIAU I FYND 

CYHOEDDI MANYLION 
TOCYN 

WYTHNOS Y BRIFWYL 


GYDA 200 o ddyddi- 
au’n unig i fynd cyn 
cychwyn Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol Bro 
Morgannwg ar hen 
faes awyr Llandw, 
mae V Eisteddfod wedi 
cyhoeddi manylion 
tocyn wythnos ar gyfer 
ymwelwyr i’r Fro. 

Meddai’r Prif 
Weithredwr, Elfed 
Roberts, “Fel pob gw'yl 
a digwyddiad mawr 
arall, rydym yn ddibyn- 
nol iawn ar gefnogaeth 
ein hymwelwyr, a rydan 
ni’n awyddus i’w 
gwneud yn fwy hawdd 
i ’n cynulleidfa selog ein 
cefnogi drwy greu cyni- 
gion arbennig i’w 
hannog i dreulio mwy o 
amser ar Faes yr 
Eisteddfod. 

“Dyw tocyn wyth¬ 
nos yr Eisteddfod ddim 
yn rywbeth newydd, ond 
ar 61 siarad gyda nifer 
fawr o Eisteddfodwyr y 
llynedd ac ers hynny, 
roedd yn amlwg nad 
oedd pawb yn 
ymwybodol o Y arbedion 
gwirioneddol mae’r 
tocyn yn ei gynnig i ’r 
rheini sydd am dreulio 
nifer o ddyddiau yn 
crwydro ’r Maes. 

“Ymhen 200 o ddy¬ 
ddiau rydym yn mawr 
obeithio y bydd pobl yn 
tyrru i Landw o bob cwr 
o Gymru ifwynhau’r 
Eisteddfod. Bydd can- 
noedd o weithgareddau 
o bob math yn aros 
amdanyn nhw ar y 
Maes, a rydym eisiau 
sicrhau bod cynifer o 
bobl a phosibl yn treulio 
cymaint o ddyddiau ag y 
gallan nhw ar y Maes, 
yn mwynhau’r gorau 
sydd gan Gymru i ’w 
chynnig. 

“Mae ’r tocyn wyth¬ 
nos yn cynnig arbediad 
go iawn i unrhyw un 
sy’nymweld ‘r 
Eisteddfod am yr wyth¬ 
nos. Mae oedolyn yn 
arbed 34% ar bris 
tocynnau unigol ar gyfer 
yr wythnos gyfan - arbe¬ 
diad o £46 - sydd yn 
sicr o wneud gwahani- 
aeth wrth ystyried dod 
i ’r Maes bob dydd. 

“Dim ond un o ’r 
cynigion sydd ar gael 
yw V tocyn wythnos, a 
byddwn yn cyhoeddi 
manylion cynnig arben¬ 
nig arall ddechrau 
Chwefror, pan y byddwn 
yn dathlu mai chwe mis 
yn unig fydd ifynd cyn 
dechrau Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol Bro 
Morgannwg. 

“Gobeithio y bydd 
pobl o bob cwr o Gymru 
a thu hwnt yn dod atom 
i’r Fro. Er rheini 
ohonoch sydd yn 
garafanwyr, mae jfur- 
flenni cais y maes 
carafanwyr swyddogol 
ar gael arlein ac yn y 
broses o gael eu hanfon 
allan at bawb ar ein bas 
data. Mae Bro 
Morgannwg yn un o 


ardaloedd hyfrytaf 
Cymru, acfe fydd croeso 
cynnes yn eich disgwyl 
yn Llandw a gweddill y 
sir ddechrau Awst. ” 

Mae tocynnau wyth¬ 
nos yr Eisteddfod yn 
mynd ar werth ar wefan 
yr Eisteddfod - 
www.eisteddfod.org.uk - 
ar ddydd Sadwm 4 
Chwefror. Mae ’r tocyn 
yn cynnig arbediad o 
34% i oedolyn gyda ’r 
pris am wythnos yn £90 
yn hytrack na £136 am 
wyth o docynnau dydd 
unigol. Ceir manylion y 
prisiau i gyd ar wefan 
Eisteddfod 2012. 

Cynhelir Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol Bro 
Morgannwg o 4-11 Awst 
eleni 

Galwn ar bawb sydd 
a’u bryd arfod yn ddi- 
tectif, ac unrhywun sy ’n 
mwynhau bwyd blasus a 
hwyl! Mae Hywela 
Edwards, gwraig weddw 
gyda chynilion sylwed- 
dol wedi cael ei llofrud- 
dio yn yr Eisteddfod yn 
Llanilltud (llofruddiaeth 
ddychmygol mewn 
Eisteddfod ddychmy¬ 
gol!), a chynhelir noson 
arbennig i geisio dod o 
hyd i Y llofrudd. 

Ymhlitk y rhai dan 
amheuaeth mae’r 
Archdderwydd, ei wraig 
ac aelod blaenllaw o 
Merched y Wawr Annie 
Thomas, y gyfreithwraig 
lleol Heulwen Dda 
(perthynas i Hywel Dda 
o bell), Mary Hopkins 
sydd wedi bod yn cael 
peth trafferthion arian- 
nol yn ddiweddar a’r 
Parchedig Alfred 
Roberts sydd o hyd yn 
ceisio codi arian i drw- 
sio to V Eglwys ac sy’n 
mwynhau gwneud teisen- 
nau bach! Mae gan bob 
un ohonyn nhw reswm 
dros lofruddio Hywela 
ond mae’n rhaid i chi 
wneud archwiliad manwl 
i ddatgelu Y troseddwr! 

Cynhelir y noson 
lofruddiaeth ddirgel i 
godi arian i’r Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol (a gynhelir 
yn Llandw ym mis Awst 
2012) yn nky " bwyta 
Illtud 216, Llanilltud 
Fawr ar Chwefror 9fed 
(6.30yh i gychwyn am 
7yh). Mae tocynnau yn 
£25 yr un ac yn cynnwys 
pryd 3 chwrs blasus. 
Disgyblion o Ysgol 
Llanilltud Fawr fydd yn 
chwarae rhannau Y 
cymeriadau dan arweini- 
ad Natalie Richards. 

Mae nifer cyfyngedig o 
docynnau felly archeb- 
wch cyn gynted ag sy’n 
bosibl drwy gysylltu a 
Ros Lewis - 01446 
793530 neu Gwennol 
Haf- 

gwennol@eisteddfod.org 
.uk 70845 4090 300. 

200 DAYS 
TO GO- 
EISTEDDFOD 
ANNOUNCES 
DETAILS OF 
WEEK-LONG 
TICKETS 



WITH only 200 days to 
go before the Vale of 
Glamorgan National 
Eisteddfod begins at 
the old airfield, 
Llandow, the 
Eisteddfod has 
announced details of its 
week-long ticket for 
visitors to this year’s 
festival in the Vale. 

Eisteddfod Chief 
Executive, Elfed 
Roberts, says, “Like 
every other festival and 
large-scale event, we are 
very dependent on the 
support of our visitors, 
and we want to make it 
easier for our regular 
visitors to support us by 
offering special deals to 
encourage people to 
spend more time on the 
Maes. 

“The week-long 
ticket isn’t a new initia¬ 
tive, but after speaking 
to a large number of 
Eisteddfodwyr last year 
in Wrexham and since 
then, it became obvious 
that people weren’t 
aware of the substantial 
savings for those wish¬ 
ing to visit the Maes 
most days. 

“In 200 days time, 
we very much hope that 
people will flock to 
Llandow from all cor¬ 
ners of Wales and 
beyond to enjoy the 
Eisteddfod. There’ll be 
hundreds of activities 
taking place all over the 
Maes, and we want to 
make sure that as many 
people as possible spend 
as much time as they can 
on the Maes, enjoying 
the best Wales has to 
offer. 

“The week-long 
ticket offers a real sav¬ 
ing for anyone attending 
the Eisteddfod through¬ 
out the week. An adult 
will save 34% on the 
price of eight daily tick¬ 
ets - a real saving of £46 
- which will make a real 
difference for people 
considering whether to 
come to the Maes every 
day. 

“This is only one of 
the offers available this 
year, and we’ll be 
announcing details of a 
brand new offer at the 
beginning of February 
when we celebrate six 
months to go before the 
start of the Vale of 
Glamorgan National 
Eisteddfod. 

“I hope that people 
will join us in the Vale, 
and for the caravanners 
amongst you, the regis¬ 
tration forms for the 
official caravan site are 
available online and are 
in the process of being 
sent out to everyone on 
our database. The Vale 
of Glamorgan is one of 


the most beautiful parts 
of Wales, and there’ll be 
a warm welcome await¬ 
ing you in Llandow and 
the rest of the county at 
the beginning of 
August.” 

Week-long 

Eisteddfod tickets go on 
sale online - 
www.eisteddfod.org.uk - 
on Saturday 4 February. 
The ticket offers a sav¬ 
ing of 34% for an adult, 
costing £90 rather than 
£136 for eight individual 
daily tickets. Price 
details available online 
on the 2012 Eisteddfod 
website. 

The Vale of 
Glamorgan National 
Eisteddfod is held from 
4-11 August this year. 

MURDER AT THE 

EISTEDDFOD! 

Calling all budding 
detectives, and anyone 
who enjoys delicious 
food and fun! Hywela 
Edwards, a widow with 
substantial savings has 
been murdered at the 
Eisteddfod in Llantwit 
(an imaginary murder in 
an imaginary 
Eisteddfod!) and we’re 
holding an evening to 
help find the culprit! 

The suspects include 
the Archdderwydd 
(Archdruid), who is the 
head of ‘Gorsedd y 
Beirdd’ (Association of 
Bards), and his wife 
Annie Thomas, a promi¬ 
nent local member of 
Merched y Wawr. 

Also under suspicion 
are the local solicitor 
Heulwen Dda (a distant 
relative of Hywel Dda, a 
Welsh king who estab¬ 
lished the Law of Hywel 
in the 9th century), Mary 
Hopkins who has been 
having some recent 
financial difficulties and 
the Reverend Alfred 
Roberts, who is con¬ 
stantly trying to 
fundraise to repair the 
church roof and enjoys 
baking fairy cakes! 

They all have their 
own motive for murder¬ 
ing Hywela, but you 
must investigate to 
uncover the culprit! 

This murder mystery 
evening will be held to 
raise funds for the 
National Eisteddfod ( in 
August in Llandow) at 
Illtud’s 216, Llantwit 
Major on February 9th 
(6.30pm for 7pm start). 
Tickets are £25 each and 
includes a delicious 3 
course meal. 

Pupils from Llantwit 
Major School will be 
playing the part of the 
suspects under the guid¬ 
ance of Natalie 
Richards. 

Tickets are limited; to 
book, please contact Ros 
Lewis - 01446 793530, 
or Gwennol Haf - gwen¬ 
nol @ eisteddfod, org. uk / 
0845 4090 300. 


War Horse shows fine 
pedigree...but is ever so 
slightly too saccharine! 


FOR all his behind 
the scenes work, 
producing the likes 
of TV series Terra 
Nova and Falling 
Skies , the Steven 
Spielberg we know 
and love is the man 
behind the camera. 

Having only just 
come off the release of 
his take on Tint in last 
October, the ‘Berg is on 
slightly more award- 
friendly ground with his 
adaptation of War 
Horse. 

The film tells the 
story of Joey, a horse 
belonging to Albert 
(Jeremy Irvine) who is 
sold to the cavalry and 
shipped to France during 
World War I. As Joey 
fights his way through 
the war, Albert never 
gives up on his trusty 
steed and sets out to find 
him and get him back. 

Spielberg has always 
seemed to have some¬ 
thing of an infatuation 
with war, either directly 
(1941, Saving Private 
Ryan) or indirectly 
(Schindler's List, the 
Indiana Jones films). So 
given a story that is 
arguably purely 

Spielberg of a young 
man desperate to be 
reconnected to his 
beloved horse, set 
against a backdrop of 
World War I, the director 
is on surer footing than 
he was with his last 
directorial outing. 

So it’s hardly surpris¬ 
ing that one of the mas¬ 
ters of cinema has con¬ 
jured up such an endear¬ 
ing and tender story 
packed full of the ele¬ 
ments that you would 
expect from his work; 
but similarly War Horse, 
at times, threatens to 


drown itself in its own 
syrupy emotion, result¬ 
ing in a film that is 
grandiose and epic, yet 
occasionally veers a 
touch too close to be too 
saccharine for its own 
good. 

From the opening 
shots of the sprawling 
English countryside, you 
know that this isn’t a 
film that will scrimp on 
visuals, and that is the 
case Whether it is the 
romance of picturesque 
England, or the horrors 
of the trenches and the 
battlefields of war, 
Spielberg creates a gor¬ 
geous visual feast to 
enjoy that is packed full 
of scenes which bear the 
influence of the likes of 
David Lean. 

There is little faulting 
the direction, nobody is 
better at shifting the 
emotional gears than 
Spielberg, with the 
romance of the story 
punctured by the brutali¬ 
ty of war. 

While the success of 
the stage play has no 
doubt led to the film 
being made, the source 
novel from Michael 
Morpurgo is where the 
story comes from. 

Scriptwriters Lee Hall 
and Richard Curtis do a 
sterling job of taking the 
episodic nature of the 
tale and adding pace to 
it. But as good a job as 
they do with this, the 
script does stumble a lit¬ 
tle. 

The dialogue at times 
feels a little too forced 
and stagey, while several 
moments see good inten¬ 
tions undone by emo¬ 
tional overkill (some¬ 
thing Spielberg, too, is 
guilty of on more than 
one occasion). 

That being said, there 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 

Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 

are small moments of 
beauty that are wonder¬ 
fully realised by the 
screenwriters. The meet¬ 
ing of two opposing sol¬ 
diers on no man’s land 
with the sole aim of 
helping Joey and the tale 
of a grandfather and his 
grand-daughter, are just 
two examples of how, 
with a little less sugar 
and a bit more grit, the 
film could have 
eschewed its overly 
emotional tone. 

The fragmented nar¬ 
rative also doesn’t really 
lend itself to any jaw- 
dropping performances, 
though the central pair¬ 
ing of Jeremy Irvine as 
Albert and (yes, I really 
am saying this) the horse 
who portray Joey, are 
exceptional. Irvine, a 
relative newcomer, 
anchors the film with a 
wide-eyed enthusiasm 


and lively performance. 

His journey is as 
important as the one 
Joey undergoes, while 
the horses exhibit 
absolutely superb behav¬ 
iour. 

While the remainder 
of the cast are all rela¬ 
tively big names, and as 
you would expect offer 
strong turns, the stand¬ 
outs are Niels Arestrup 
as the aforementioned 
grandfather, Tom 

Hiddleston as an army 
captain, and Toby 
Kebbell, who as one of 
the soldiers in the no 
man’s land scene, brings 
a degree of brevity to 
affairs. 

Those of a cynical 
disposition won’t find 
much to savour here, the 
film requiring you to 
buy into the bonding 
power of a horse. 

However,if you do 
then you will find plenty 
to enjo - even if your 
teeth will need a clean 
afterwards, based on the 
amount of syrup you 
will be consuming 
through its 146-minute 
running time. 

While this War Horse 
is a fine pedigree, it’s 
also tremendously sug¬ 
ary! 

VERDICT - A solid 
adaptation livened by 
epic direction from 
Steven Spielberg and 
some strong turns, War 
Horse is very good but 
not great. While it plays 
on the emotion, it does¬ 
n't quite deliver the pay¬ 
back you would hope 
for, though you would 
need a heart as empty as 
a quarry to not feel 
something come the end 
credits! Enjoyable. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Saving Private 
Ryan (1998) 


STUDENTS’ AWARDS AT 
PRIZEGIVING CEREMONY 


Kieran Davies, Jacob Ellis, Rhodri Morgan 
and loan Williams. 

A PRIZEGIVING ceremony was held 
recently in the school hall at Ysgol Bro 
Morgannwg. 

The Rt Hon Rhodri Morgan was invited as 
guest speaker and to distribute GCSE and A 
Level certificates. 

He also awarded loan Williams and Kieran 
Davies with the Mrs Janet Davies Memorial 
Award for excellence in design and technology, 
and Jacob Ellis with the Fflur Bedwyr Award for 
exceptional contribution and attitude towards 
Welsh culture and ethos. 



loan Williams, Gareth Wilkins (head of 
design and technology) and Kieran Davies. 
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Double 

Savings 

in the DFS Sale 



HEW STORE HOW OPEN - Glamorgan Vale Retail Park, llantrisant. 


TUis 


Everything in the biggest ever DFS Sale 
is reduced in price with Double Savings 

on a huge choree of the latest desiyB. 

Dont wot a moment longer to save 
a fortune on your new sofa at DfS 



I 




REPRESENTATIVE 


4 years interest 
free credit with 
nothins to pay 
for the first year 


think sofas, think 



Llantrisant 01443 449593 H—P* 

Glamorgan Vale Retail Park, CF72 8RP 


C*»M| Naum fAvt aoFrittan to*m %m Vr« ts tfffv ki. I l«i u 


Save Time - Order D 'ect at www.dfs.co.uk a can Free on 0800 110 5000 2* flours a day 7 days a week 


Gkdtiiiptttajcnitm Cmrtl «.r»njufe<r<» arrfjrtm m Mmvt*] t*Cl’S * v«*n 1 m otwX ram<m» cf cron Oa< rr crurfu eppfe J i*ir r rr f-rrr rnn *rr er.f«»x«r, 

►VFj* . *<**#«*»>0000 HO SC*0 Wh iW*y« r*0*T#>iUH * EV'O**! Mur k *-.'«#▼» [**«#>** 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Vale AM’s 
surgery 

THE Vale AM, Jane 
Hutt, is holding a sur¬ 
gery tomorrow 
(Friday, January 20) 
at Murchfield 
Community Centre, 
Dinas Powys, from 
4pm to 6pm. No 
appointment neces¬ 
sary. 

Care and 
repair 

CARE and Repair in 
the Vale, which helps 
older people with 
repairs and mainte¬ 
nance in their home, 
will be in Cowbridge 
Library on Friday 
(January 20) between 
10am-2pm. 

Treharne 
residents 
group meets 

TREHARNE residents 
group in Barry will 
meet at 6pm on 
Monday, January 23 
at Ty Iolo to discuss 
housing matters, fly 


tipping in the commu¬ 
nal areas of the flats 
and an update from 
the police on the 
recent allotment inci¬ 
dent. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact tenant offi¬ 
cer Heather Powney on 
01446 709895, or email 
her at HPowney@vale- 
ofglamorgan. gov. uk 

Messy 

Church 

ON January 23, at 
3.30pm-5pm, there 
will be the regular 
monthly Messy 
Church at Crossway 
Methodist Church, 
Court Road, Barry. 
Children from nursery 
to year-6 (with par¬ 
ent/carer) are wel¬ 
come. 

On Monday, January 
30 from 3:45pm- 
5:15pm, Messy Church 
takes place at Saint 
David’s Methodist 
Church, Winston Road, 
Colcot. Children from 
reception class to year-6 
(with parent/carer) wel¬ 


come. For information 
about churches visit 
www. valeofglamorgan- 
circuit.org.uk or contact 
Rev Pete Taylor or 
Deacon Samantha 
Taylor. Contact 01446 
406262 or deacon- 
sam@live.co.uk. 

Mayor’s 

coffee 

THE Mayor of the 
Vale of Glamorgan’s 
charity coffee morning 
is being held at the 
Corporate Suite, Civic 
Office, Holton Road, 
Barry on Tuesday, 
January 24 at 
10:30am to 12 noon. 
All proceeds will go to 
the Amelia Trust 
Farm. 

St Dwynwen 
celebration 

CELEBRATE St 
Dwynwen’s Day at the 
Green Dragon Inn, 
Llancardle on 
Wednesday, January 
25 at 7pm. £30 for a 
three-course meal and 
coffee/tea. Tickets 



Slimming 
World' 

baoust- 




MONDAY 

Barry 

4.30 & 6.30pm 

Brynsion Hall, 

Junction of Court Road 
& Llanover Street 
Lorraine - 01446 
407002 

Rhoose - 6.30pm 

Celtic Way Community 
Centre, Celtic Way 
Helen-01446 750738 

Penarth 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Elfed Avenue Methodist 
Church, Elfed Road 
Sarah - 07525 852288 

TUESDAY 

Barry - 5.45pm 

Market Street 
Social Club 

Upstairs Function Room 
Joanne - 01446 404897 

Barry - 4.30pm 

St. Davids Methodist 
Church Hall, 

Winston Road 
Annamarie - 01446 
736534 

Llantwit Major 
4.45 & 6.45pm 

The Old School 

Wine Street 

Helen - 01446 750738 

Sully - 6.30pm 

The Old School 

South Road 

Niki - 01446 740394 


WEDNESDAY 

Barry 

4.45 & 6.45pm 

St. Francis Millennium 
Centre, Park Road, 
Porth-y-Castell 
Annamarie - 01446 
736534 

Cardiff - 6.00pm 
All Welcome 
8.00pm MEN ONLY 

Rob - 07708 941279 
Copthorne Hotel, 
Culverhouse Cross, 
Cardiff ,- tir 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Cadoxton 
Methodist Church 
Church Road 
Joanne-01446 404897 

Cowbridge - 6.00pm 

Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
Aberthin Road 
Simone - 02920 599001 

Penarth 

9.30am & 11.45am 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 

Penarth 

5.00pm & 7.00pm 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 
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THURSDAY 

Cowbridge - 10.00am 

Cowbridge 
Rugby Club 
Diane- 02920 551206 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Highlight Park 
Community Centre, 
Barry 

Nia - 07793 885581 

Dinas Powys - 6.30pm 

The Cabin by swimming 
pool, Hebron Hall 
Sarah - 07525852288 

Barry - 10.15am 

St Helen’s Church Hall 
Wyndham Street 
Niki - 01446 740394 


tSKiimim 


0844 897 8000 

www. s< rnmngwortd .oom ** U 
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from Rhoswen Deiniol 
on 01446 405984. 

Oils demo 

COWBRIDGE Art 
Societywill meet at the 
Cowbridge 

Community Centre at 
7pm on Thursday, 
January 26 for a 
demonstration in oils 
by local artist and 
VOGA member David 
Fairhurst (see 
www.siluresgallery.co. 
uk.). Visitors welcome. 

For further details 
of the society, see 
www. cowbridgeartsoci- 
ety.com. 

Poems and 
songs 

ENJOY poems and 
songs in the company 
of Olwen Rees, Johnny 
Tudor and friends on 
Friday, January 27 at 
8pm in Llandaf 
Institute. Tickets £12 
from Roy Thomas - 
02920 594320 (bi-lin- 
gual event). 

The three above 
events are being held to 
support the Vale of 
Glamorgan National 
Eisteddfod 2012. 

Come listen 
to the band! 

YNYSAWDRE Village 
Hall is hosting an 
evening with the Mid 
Glamorgan Accordion 
Band on Friday, 
January 27 at 7pm. 

Tickets will cost £3 
to include refresh¬ 
ments. Everybody wel¬ 
come. 

The hall will hold its 


AGM on Thursday, 
February 23 at 6pm. 

Eisteddfod 

Fundraising 

THERE will be a quiz 
at St Francis 
Millenium Hall, Park 
Road, Barry, on 
Saturday, February 4 
at 7pm. 

Tickets £6 include 
light refreshment. 

Bi-lingual event. Call 
Heulwen Cooper - 
01446 733784. 

Light 

celebration 

ART4U is holding its 
annual celebration of 
The Coming of The 
Light , a walking con¬ 
templation, to which 
everyone is welcome at 
the Knap Gardens, 
Barry on February 5 
at 4pm. Entry free, 
donations appreciated. 

Local 

roadworks 

TEMPORARY traffic 
control: Broad Street 
Barry. Port Road East 
between the junctions 
of Meggitt Road and 
Merthyr Dyfan Road, 
Barry. Llantwit Major 
Road, Cowbridge to 
Nash Manor and 
Pentre Meyrick to 
Llantwit Major. 

Road closure: 
Trehedyn Lane, 
Pendoylan. 



a Friday 27th January K 

90s & 00s J } 

Vi Michael Buble j-g 

-Katie Perry—— 

* Lady Gaga ^ 
Robbie Williams etc 

Doors open 7pm • Late Bar 
, Tickets £10 (Exc Food) 

£15 inc food. 


FORTHCOMING TRIBUTE NIGHTS 

fa 18th February - 80’s Dance 
Movie Themes 


Cl 


a Voted the UK’s No 1 lookalike 
W and soundalike acts 
24th February - ‘Penny Lane’ Beatles 
9th March - Robbie Williams 
23rd March - Peter Kay Tribute 
Tickets from £10 




SUNDAY CARVERY <£ 

Served 12-4pm 


Choice of 3 meats, homemade roast 
potatoes, all fresh vegetables. 

Adults £4.95 Children £2.95 

ROOM HIRE AVAILABLE 
FOR PRIVATE PARTIES 


Telephone 01446 721888 
or 07801 908353 


Railway book is 
a labour of love 


Railways of South Wales by Adrian Kenny, 
published by Ian Allan. Review/Mike Wilcock. 



A First Great Western service running through 
Aberthaw on St David’s Day 2009. In the back¬ 
ground is Aberthaw signal box and to the left, the 
reception sidings for Aberthaw Power Station. 


HAVING taken 
almost three years 
to complete, this 
128-page volume of 
full colour images 
of railways in south 
Wales is another 
book to add to your 
collection, if you're 
interested in this 
fascinating subject. 

Being a personal 
friend of mine, I know 
Adrian has travelled 
many miles, and climbed 
many hills and moun¬ 
tains to take that special 
image. Unless there’s 
full sun on his subject, 
he would rather return to 
his home in Cardiff than 
take a sub-standard shot. 

Locally Adrian has 
featured passenger rail- 
tours at Tondu in the 
Ogmore Vale, special 
weed killer trains 
employed to clear leaves 
off the line near Barry 
Docks station, freight 
trains in Barry Docks 
and at Barry station the 
Structure Gauging train. 

In 2008, he was able 
to take some nightime 
shots of the first train to 
depart from Lafarge’s 
Aberthaw Cement 
Works. Having resumed 
revenue earning services 
for the first time in 15 
years, the picture shows 
the Canadian-built class 


Lifejackets 
for the 
lifesavers 

THE RNLI is 
launching an 
appeal to raise 
more than £185,500 
to provide new life¬ 
jackets for its vol¬ 
unteer crews across 
Wales. 

The 31 lifeboat sta¬ 
tions will benefit from 
the fundraising drive, 
which includes the chari¬ 
ty’s SOS day on January 
27. 

The 14 RNLI lifeboat 
stations from Flint to 
Aberdyfi will be asked 
to raise a target sum of 
£85,000, whilst the sta¬ 
tions from Borth to 
Penarth hope to raise 
around £100,000. 
Individual stations have 
been given a fundraising 
target, depending on the 
number of lifejackets 
that are likely to be 
needed. 

Philip Missen MBE, 
lifeboat operations man¬ 
ager at Porthcawl said: 
‘This is a golden oppor¬ 
tunity for people to sup¬ 
port their local lifeboat 
volunteers as they raise 
the money for vital life¬ 
saving equipment. 

“I hope our communi¬ 
ty will get behind the 
campaign and support 
the many events that will 
be happening” 


66 diesel awaiting 
departure to Uskmouth. 

Every page has 
detailed information 
regarding the location, 
date, type of train and 
locomotive class. 

It’s the kind of book 
that will be looked at on 
regular occasions and 


AGE Concern is 
making an urgent 
appeal to the public 
for much-needed 
funds - to help local 
older people in cri¬ 
sis. 

Jeff Hawkins, CEO 
for Age Concern Cardiff 
and the Vale stressed: 
“We desperately need 
additional funds so that 
we can reach out and 
help many more older 
people in dire need of 
some everyday things 
that will protect and pro¬ 
mote their independence. 

“Regrettably it is iso¬ 
lated and lonely older 


not just left on the 
shelves long after buy¬ 
ing. Enjoy the railscene 
in South Wales and go 
out and take some shots 
yourself. Like Adrian 
you’ll enjoy long walks 
and appreciate the pho¬ 
togenic countryside in 
our area. MHW 


people who are least 
likely to ask for help. 
The practical low cost 
support funded by the 
Crisis Concern appeal 
can dramatically 

improve an older per¬ 
son’s life.” 

Age Concern is ask¬ 
ing the public to make 
donations, organise 
fundraising events at 
work or in their local 
communities, and for 
local businesses to show 
their support. 

Visit www.age-con- 
cern-cardijf.org.uk or 
contact Age Concern 
Cardiff and the Vale of 
Glamorgan on telephone 
02920 527186. 



A Delightful dining experience... 
RESTAURANT & TAKE-AWAY menus 

Lunchtimes & Evenings 
NEW Special Lunchbox from £2.60 

WEEK DAY SPECIAL 
2 courses for only 
Adult £10.95/Child £6.50 
Sample our 

TASTE OF CHINA’ SPECIAL 

Keep tasting ‘til you’re full! 

Adults £14.50/Child £6.50 
Served Sunday to Thursday 

Few Places Remain! 

CHINESE NEW YEAR BANQUET 
Monday, 23rd January 

Welcome for a drink and 
to see Lion Dance (8pm) 

Private Parties Negotiable 
Unit 1, Britannia House 
Penny Lane, COWBRIDGE 

(Situated behind Town Hall Car Park) 

~ Telephone orders welcome ~ 

T: 01446 771668 F: 01446 773539 

Sun toThurs 12 - 2.30 • 5.00 - 10.30 
Fri to Sat: 12-2.30 * 5.00- 11.00 

www.riverview668.co.uk 



Help vulnerable 
elderly appeal 
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Step into our world of peace and tranquility ,... 



A real Thai welcome 
awaits Cowbridge gourmets 



2 Course 
Specials 
Lunch £9.95 

(Tuesday -Saturday) 

Sunday Lunch 
£14.95 

15%OFF 

Take-way 

Lunchbox 
Special £5 



A FTER a successful 

launch in Swansea two 
years ago, the team 
behind the Thai Elephant 
restaurant is bringing the 
formula to Cowbridge - adding 
another facet to the town’s 
varied dining experiences. 

The restaurant gave foodies a sneak 
preview at the Cowbridge Food 
Festival, offering samples to passers by, 
and made quite a hit on the day. 

Last week, the restaurant opened 
with no fuss, and the owner, Aum 
Rotjarin Scott, told The GEM: “People 
just came in off the street, and we were 
soon packed!” 

In fact, the staff are hard at work 
making an upstairs room available - 
and this will be fitted out in the same 
style as downstairs. 

And that style is bound to cause a 
few intakes of breath, because the 
restaurant has been fitted out so that 
hand-crafted Thai statues and wood 
carvings are everywhere. 

As you walk in the door, you are 
faced with a wall carving that, says 
Aum, took one Thai craftsman a year 
to make. 

The restaurant tables are glass- 
topped, so that diners can look down at 
the elaborate wood carvings that are 
feature of each one. 

There are golden buddhas and even 
the chairs in the waiting area are hand¬ 
crafted, lacquered and modelled on 
ceremonial elephant seats. 


It was two years ago that Aum 
loaded a 40-foot container in her home 
village near Chang Mai in northern 
Thailand and brought over the fixtures 
and fittings that made the Swansea 
restaurant a hit. 

That formula has now been repeated, 
and the contents of a similar container 
now adorn the Thai Elephant in 
Cowbridge. 

Of course, the decor is only part of 
great dining experience, and Aum’s 
business partner, Chris Lloyd, said: 
“The quality of food will always be the 
key factor, and our success in Swansea 
makes us confident that people in 
Cowbridge will like what we have to 
offer. 

“Thai cooking covers a wide range of 
styles, from quite spicy and piquant 
curries, to Thai specialities that offer a 
real aromatic experience. 

“Also, almost every item on the 
menu can be done in a vegetarian style 
- apart from the considerable numbers 
of vegetarian dishes that are fixtures on 
the menu.” 

The Thai Elephant offers varied 
starters, and a wide range of main 
courses - it would take a long time to 
get through the different styles - and 
also a range of home-made desserts, 
including Thai pancakes and deep-fried 
ice cream! 

Cowbridge has another dining out 
experience to offer residents and visi¬ 
tors, with a real Thai welcome for all! 



1 Town Hall Square, COWBRIDGE CF71 7DD. 
Telephone 01446 771884 

OPEN 6 DAYS: Tues-Sat 12 noon - 2.30pm; 
6pm - 11pm. Sundays 1pm - 9pm. 

Aum invites you to enjoy her delightful authentic cuisine 
whilst absorbing an ambience to enhance any occasion. 
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CARDIFF CROWN COURT ROUND-UP byAj sicluna 


Prison inmate’s 
10 stitches after 
pool cue attack 


AN inmate of Parc 
Prison, Bridgend, 
attacked a fellow 
prisoner in an 
effort to “bolster 
his image of a hard 
man” - it was stat¬ 
ed at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

His victim was struck 
with a pool cue which 
snapped on impact and 
he needed 14 stitches for 
a head wound. 

Mohammed Haji (20) 
of no fixed address, was 
sentenced to three years 
in a young offender 
institution. He admitted 


BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon is 
supporting Big Energy 
Week (January 16-21) 
which is being run by 
Citizens Advice. 

The public can get 
practical advice on cut¬ 
ting fuel bills and 
ensure they are getting 
the financial support to 
which they are entitled. 
Leafiest with tips and 
advice on cutting fuel 
bills are available at the 
local Citizens Advice 
Bureaux. 

Visit www.bigenergy- 


a charge of wounding 
with intent. 

Recorder Winston 
Roddick said: “This 
offence occurred while 
you were a serving pris¬ 
oner. You struck a fellow 
prisoner several times to 
the head in an unpro¬ 
voked assault. 

“It was a sustained 
and violent attack, and 
you showed no remorse. 
You committed the 
offence to boost your 
reputation as someone to 
fear.” 

James Wilson, prose¬ 
cuting, said his victim 
was serving in the prison 
canteen when Haji corn- 


week. org.uk for details 
of local Big Energy 
Week events in your 
area. 

Ms Moon MP said: 
“Fuel bills are a big 
worry for many people 
at the moment. 

“Big Energy Week is 
helping people to save 
money on their bills, by 
encouraging them to 
contact their supplier to 
check they are on the 
best tariff and payment 
method for them. ” 


plained about a portion 
of cake he had been 
given, and called him a 
name. 

Soon afterwards, Haji 
attacked him with a pool 
cue, leaving him 
stunned. At one point, 
he attempted to protect 
himself with his right 
forearm. 

A security officer saw 
four or five blows being 
delivered and the cue 
shattered into pieces. 

Said Mr Wilson: “He 
deliberately sought out 
his victim, who had done 
nothing to him.” 

Haji was serving a 
sentence for causing a 
bomb hoax 

His counsel, Saf 
Salman, said: “In the cir¬ 
cumstances, mitigation 
can only be confined to 
the length of sentence. 

“The injuries were 
nasty and unpleasant. 
The victim was vulnera¬ 
ble but there was a back¬ 
ground between the 
men. 

“He had a destructive 
childhood and just drift¬ 
ed along.” 

Mr Salman said a 
report indicated that he 
carried out the attack to 
bolster his image as a 
hard man. 


MP backs Big 
Energy Week 


octtxifor 

children 



This New Year give a child a new start 

Children and young people in your area need foster homes 


Could you give children and young people the care and support they need to 
thrive, no matter what their background? If you can offer a safe and caring 
home, we’ll give you excellent training, competitive fees and all the support 
you need, for as long as you need it. If you have experience of caring for 
vulnerable young people, a spare room, and you’re up for the challenges 
and rewards of transforming a child’s life, we want to hear from you now. 


Do something life changing Ca||01633270422 

or visit 


Foster 


www.actionforchildren.org.uk/fostering 

Registered charity nos. 1097940/SC038092/company no. 4764232 Produced by Action for Children 11/2010.10/11 0274 


BRACKLA 
MAN HAD 
CROP OF 
CANNABIS 


SKUNK cannabis 
plants with a poten¬ 
tial yield of a crop 
of the drug worth 
£11,000 were spot¬ 
ted when police 
searched a flat in 
Brackla. 

Cardiff Crown Court 
later heard that the 
owner of the vegetation, 
David Oliver (30) 
described himself as “a 
bit of a smoker.” 

Oliver, unemployed 
of Garden Court, 
Brackla, admitted pro¬ 
ducing cannabis and was 
sentenced to nine 
months imprisonment, 
suspended for two years 
and ordered to carry out 
200 hours unpaid work. 

Prosecutor Julian 
Greenwood said Oliver 
had been producing the 
plants at his home, 
which was searched on 
June 27. 

The plants, totalling 
26, were found in the 
attic, and the street value 


of a potential crop was 

£ 11 , 000 . 

“It was a well-organ¬ 
ised operation,” said Mr 
Greenwood. 

Oliver said he had 
found out how to grow 
the plants from the inter¬ 
net and purchased a 
watering system on the 
net. 

“He insisted he didn’t 
sell the cannabis to any¬ 
one.” 

Said Judge Rhys 
Rowlands: “You have let 
yourself down and your 
partner. The last thing 
she wanted to be told 
was that you would be 
going to prison. 

“This cannabis was 
going to be used by you 
and you alone, and there 
is no suggestion that you 
were going to supply it. 

“The operation, 
though small scale, was 
sophisticated. You have 
a lot to lose if you 
behave in this way 
again.” 


Conservative regional 
AM Suzy Davies has 
expressed disappoint¬ 
ment that planners 
have given the go- 
ahead for a 25MW 
biomass power station 
near Coytrahen. 

The scheme, by 
Morgan Credit Wales, 
was opposed by villagers 
from Coytrahen, Shwt, 
Betws and Tondu, who 
formed an action group 
to fight the plans for the 
former Llynfi Power 
Station. 

Mrs Davies said that 
she was sorry that resi¬ 
dents had not won more 
support from council¬ 
lors. 

She said: “They put 
up a strong case about 
why this station should 
not be increased in 
capacity from the 10MW 
that was originally 


approved.They produced 
convincing arguments 
about the problems that 
might arise with the sup¬ 
ply of the woodchip, 
issues to do with how 
the fuel will be trans¬ 
ported to the site and 
also possible environ¬ 
mental problems that 
could be caused. 

“While I welcome 
news that all the wood- 
chip will be transported 
by rail, there is always 
the fear that these plans 
will fall through and that 
villagers in Tondu and 
Coytrahen will see a 
procession of big lorries 
carrying fuel along the 
main road. 

“It is disappointing to 
find that only one of 
them voted against with 
one more abstaining. 

The rest have approved 
it.” 


Ty Hafan winners 


Regional AM 
condemns 
station plans 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D705. 

• £2,000: 479806. 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £2,000, 
was not won this week. 

• £10: 397126, 

964070, 292818, 518897, 
883821, 858492, 338803, 
193728, 456273, 684953, 
469497, 790169, 344285, 
661807, 605854, 591875, 
159348, 468436, 469147, 
455509. 

• £5: 154304,312735, 
484925, 127386, 303302, 
171239, 878364, 541713, 
886778, 805088, 452532, 


424036, 368188, 402346, 
116513, 667811, 703941, 
860032, 530424, 315481, 
437547, 496416, 232009, 
521256, 312576, 165779, 
612218, 676492, 478383, 
718958, 465323, 193669, 
307615, 146908, 167441, 
588120, 297408, 349458, 
241507, 901782, 826491, 
634909, 749718, 638098, 
162341, 849781, 730306, 
431465, 226632, 755438, 
417638, 834078, 446671, 
719581, 879846, 649002, 
278085, 686347, 916917, 
676747. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


Suspended sentence 
for man found 
‘dossing’ in creamery 


POLICE searching the Old 
Creamery Depot at Brackla 
Industrial Estate found a man 
“dossing” there for the night, 
Cardiff Crown Court heard. 

Leighton Holder (39) who lives in 
Monmouth, was convicted by Vale 
magistrates of possessing cannabis and 
was committed to the Crown Court for 
sentence. He was also in breach of a 
10-month suspended sentence for 
affray and shoplifting. 

Said Recorder Greg Bull, “I’m not 
going to send you to prison.” 

He was fined £50 with a suspended 
sentence period extended for six 
months, was made subject to a supervi¬ 


sion order for six months and ordered 
to pay costs of £100. 

Prosecutor Julian Greenwood said 
that last November, the police were 
patrolling Brackla Industrial Estate and 
drove into the yard of the Old 
Creamery, and went inside. 

The defendant appeared saying: 
“Alright, Butt? I’m here.” He was 
searched and in a tobacco tin the offi¬ 
cers found a quantity of cannabis. 

His solicitor Robert Chudleigh said: 
“He has made considerable progress 
with the suspended sentence order, 
though he does have convictions for 
drug abuse. He has a nervous condi¬ 
tion and suffers panic attacks.” 


No ‘sign’ of joy for 
local businessmen 


LAST week, The 
GEM reported on 
two young business¬ 
men who had fallen 
foul of council plan¬ 
ning regulations 
which prevents 
them from putting 
up a flashing elec¬ 
tronic ‘open’ sign 
outside their 

Eastgate, 
Cowbridge store. 

Darren Gray (22) and 
Paul James (27) took the 
sign down on Christmas 
Day, after they were 
issued with a 21-day 
order. 

They argued that the 
Vale Council was acting 
in a disporportionate 
manner when other 
shops in Cowbridge dis¬ 
played similar signs and 
when Christmas decora¬ 
tions the length of the 
high street caused no 
problem. 

Unfortunately for the 
two men, there has been 
no ‘rapprochement’ with 
the council. 

The head of planning 
and transportation for 
the Vale Council, Rob 
Thomas, insisted: 

“The display of an 
advertisement such as 
this, without the neces¬ 
sary consent of the coun¬ 
cil, is an offence. 

“The proprietors of 
the property were noti¬ 
fied that an offence had 
been committed and 
were advised of how this 
could be resolved with¬ 
out the need for legal 
proceedings 

Mr Thomas said the 
property was within a 
particularly prominent 
street within the 
Cowbridge and 

Llanblethian conserva¬ 
tion area, and was sub¬ 
ject to busy periods of 


traffic. He went on: 
“The advertisement is 
considered to be a par¬ 
ticularly garish form of 
signage that is entirely 
out of keeping with this 
attractive area of 
Cowbridge, recognised 
for its architectural and 
historic value. 

“As such, the sign has 
a harmful impact upon 
what is otherwise a val¬ 
ued area within the Vale. 

“In addition to this, 
the intermittent nature of 
the sign could be a dis¬ 
traction to drivers using 
the heavily trafficked 
adjoining highway.” 

Mr Thomas said the 
sign had to be removed 
in the interests of safety. 

“The sign is clearly 
harmful to the amenity 
of the surrounding con¬ 
servation area and is 
unacceptable in terms of 
highway safety. 

“The action pursued 
by the council in this 
case is considered to be 
both proportionate to the 
breach of planning con¬ 
trol in question and in 
the public’s interest.” 

He insisted that if the 
council noted a similar 
planning breach, it 
would act in that 


instance as well. 

He added: “If the pro¬ 
prietors of the property 
would like to discuss this 
case in any detail, they 
can contact the council 
directly and specific 
advice can be given. 

“The specific ques¬ 
tions the proprietors ask 
should also be put to the 
council directly.” 

TIM 

CHAPMAN 


Follow The 
GEM on Twitter 

- @gem_news 

or find us on 
Facebook - 

facebook.com 

/gemnews 



Grand 
Canyon 
trek for 
hospice 

HOW far would you 
go to support your 
local Marie Curie 
Hospice at Penarth? 

Why not trek the 
Grand Canyon from 
October 13-20 and take 
on an amazing chal¬ 
lenge, while raising 
funds for the charity’s 
hospice? 

For details, visit 
www.mariecurie. org. uk/ 
trekforpenarth2 012 


Isn’t it 
time 
you 
made 
a will? 


Specialists in all aspects of 
Probate work and Wills 

Please telephone today for an appointment 

01446 721000 

Home visits are available by request 

www.passmores.com 

21 Tynewydd Road, Barry, CF62 8HB 
www.passmores.com 
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^WOBCrSTER 

BOILERS 


Gas Safe Installers 


| Office 01446 772444 
Shop 01446 772292 
www.csboxall.co.uk 

EGISTER 

TiETM -« I H * • I 


’ti 

OPEN: 

8.00am 

1 5.00pm 

■ 



FREE LOCAL CALOR GAS DELIVERY & FREE SAFETY CHECK 
39F Vale Business Park, Llandow, Nr Cowbridge, CF71 7PF 


1 X C.S. Boxall is a family business 

J IXJ, established since 1990 


Over 30 years experience in the plumbing and heating industry. 


A rated energy efficient glass 
as standard 

• Garage conversions 

• Full design packages 
for all conversions 
and conservatories 

• Free estimates 
and quotations 
• No job too small 


All 

pictures 
are of work 
carried out by 
Future Window 
Solutions 


Extended Offer until the end 


CS Boxall can supply a same day service. 
Whatever you require, give us a call. 

PLUMBING & HEATING MATERIALS 
CALOR GAS BOTTLES 


TOOL & PLANT HIRE 


JT ro 




VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 


ur r w " 


For all your renewable energy 
requirements. Come and take a look 
at our working renewable energy 
centre and learn more about how to 
source energy for your home. 


Up to 7 years warranty on 
Worcester boilers, parts and labour 


COUNTER SERVICE 


Air to air heat pump 
Solar ground source 
heat pump 

Solar water heating panels 
Wood burners ... 
multi-fuel, bio mass, wood. 
Gasification systems. 


Serving both the commercial and domestic market. 
All work guaranteed - Finance Available. 
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Politicians call for 
action over threat 
jobs at Peacocks 


POLITICIANS 
from all parties are 
demanding action 
to help the Cardiff- 
based clothing 
group, Peacocks, 
which is likely to go 
into administration. 

Appeals have gone out 
to the Welsh Government 
and Westminster, after 
the RBS bank declined to 
continue talks on restruc¬ 
turing Peacock’s debt - a 
debt the company has 
carried since a manage¬ 
ment buyout in 2006. 

The firm has said it 
has filed a notice of 
intention to appoint 
administrators. That 
gives it a 10-day morato¬ 
rium from creditors as it 
seeks to broker deals to 
sell off its Bon Marche 
chain and secure new 
investment for its 
Peacocks business. 

Peacocks employs 
around 1,000 people in 
south Wales - not count¬ 
ing staff in its stores in 
the Vale and Bridgend 
county boroughs.. 

Andrew RT Davies, 
the Leader of the 
Conservatives in the 
Welsh Assembly, tabled 
an emergency question 
for the Minister for 
Business & Enterprise. 

He said: “This is very 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


“Hopefully, Peacocks 
will be able to find the 
, ... L1 ^ . money in the next week 

worrying news and will enable this company or s0 [ 0 keep th e business 
comes after an incredibly to continue to trade, and a ^ oat 
difficult trading period to continue to employ .. ff that fails> then we 
for many high street around 1,000 staff across can on i y hope ,he admin- 
retailers. The vast major- my region. istrator will be able to 

ityofthesejobsaremthe “I have also written to sell ^ on t0 

south Wales central Mr Cable reiterating the another firm , ha t wants 
region that I represent pomt that as th e public to keep both shops open. 
Welsh Labour MPs are majority shareholders “t ;v e most neonle T 

have written to the UK in t he Roval Bank of 7 , T -J 

T 3 in me Koyai canK 01 am frustrated by the idea 

Government Business QmtlanH W p thp .u . : 

Secretary, Vince Cable, ^k to be focMy hilli “TX 

fhr^omnanr^whfch res P onsible ’ as wel1 as keeping the banks afloat. 

financially responsible.” “We didn’t do that so 

Sst yei Tf27 mUhon Easing concern that they could close 
/ . f H • t ’ for the future of the down large household 

administration as a P eacoc ks and Bon names who employ thou- 
administration — as & a/t u * ■ n u t ~ i i 

result of a syndicate of Marche s, ° res in H ° t0 " sands of P?°P le * ho 816 

.- Road, Barry, Plaid taxpayers themselves. 

Cymru’s Vale of 


banks, led by the state- 
owned RBS, refusing to , 

provide further working Glamorgan spokesper- 
capital son ’ E> r Ian Johnson said: 

The letter asks if the 
Business Secretary is sat¬ 
isfied that the decision 
taken by RBS is in the 
wider interest of the 
Exchequer and taxpay¬ 
ers. 

Lib-Dem AM Eluned 
Parrott, who is the shad¬ 
ow business minister in 
the Assembly, said: 

“Peacocks is a profitable 
company, a strong brand 
and a valued member of 
the high street. 

“It is my belief that 
the speedy and effective 
re-structuring of its debt 


Woolworths was let 
down in almost exactly 
the same way.” 


Skaters’ awards 

THE Glamorgan Artistic Roller Skating Club is 
celebrating the success of four of its members 
who gained medals at Llantwit Major Leisure 
Centre, skating in front of two judges from the 
Federation of Artistic Roller Skating. 

Katie Vaughan gained her elementary in dance, 
while Donna Daly, Anne-Marie Escott and Amy 
Goodwin gained their inter-silver medal in dance. 

This is quite an achievement as the club has only 
been running for a year. 

Come and join us, and learn how to dance on 
skates. We meet at the Colcot Sports Centre on 
Thursdays, 7pm-9pm and at Llantwit Leisure Centre 
on Saturdays, 3-5pm. Each session is £3, with an 
annual membership fee of £3. 


Let Future Window 
Solutions add style and 
space to your home 

WE ARE SUPPLIERS and installers of quality energy efficient win¬ 
dows that make your homes warmer ? quieter, more secure and that 
are virtually maintenance free. But with Future we offer much more! 

When it comes to adding, extending or making those ever needed changes to your home 
our team of experts are always on hand. We can help you to design and change your garage 
to an extra room used for either another bedroom, room for visitors or that much needed space 
for the kids. It’s remarkable what people use their garages for. Garages quickly become stor¬ 
age areas for half-empty pots of paint, lawnmowers, bikes and flat tyres. The potential of this 
dead space is often just being ignored and that can be a huge mistake - especially when you 
consider that extra living space comes at a premium! 

Company director Craig Harewood says some customers are unaware of the difference 
between an Orangery and Conservatory so we would like to take the opportunity to explain. 
With Future Orangeries coming more and more Popular offering their unique style and con¬ 
temporary look. You can design your Orangery / Conservatory whichever way you wish and 
that’s where we can help you we have a full design package which lets you see your designs 
attached to your current property before hand, which again Craigs says, helps customers who 
are unsure of the end result. 

An Orangery has a slightly different take on traditional conservatories with their brick 
pillers and lantern style roof. Orangeries offer more privacy than conservatory styles the inte¬ 
rior height provides a breathtaking focal point through which light floods in to your home. 
Todays orangeries, like conservatory styles, are generally buildings with glazed sides and 
brick or wood supports. Orangeries use less glass. Conservatory offer more of a traditional 
style roof ranging from Lean to through to double hip depending on size and style. Visit our 
website at futurewindowsolutions.co.uk or contact our team free on 0800 032 0921. 


Future 


futurewindow@btconnect.com 
www.futurewindowsolutions.co.uk 


Window 

Solutions?' 


EXTEND OR UT1USE THE SPACE IN YOUR HOME 
WITH YOUR LOCAL HOME IMPROVEMENT 


OPEN: Monday - Friday 9am - 5\ 

Open soon on Saturdays 

New Address 

(new showroom open soon) 

Unit 3C, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 

Freephone: 0800 032 0921 

All credit card payments accepted. 

Find us on Facebook & follow us on twitter 

2923*1 


ALL OUR PRODUCTS COME WITH 
A 10 YEAR INSURANCE BACKED 
GUARANTEE 


NeiHjar 
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PLAID POLITICIAN WARNS: 

‘Welsh voices will 
struggle to be heard 
in Westminster’ 


THE Plaid Cymru 
spokesman for the Vale has 
pointed out that proposals to 
reduce the number of MPs 
in Wales will mean “Welsh 
voices will struggle to be 
heard” in Westminster. 

Dr Ian Johnson, who fought as 
a candidate in the general election 
in 2010, also insisted that local 
pockets of rural deprivation, and 
areas of poverty in Barry, were 
likely to continue - because they 
were classed as part of the afflu¬ 
ent Vale of Glamorgan con¬ 
stituency. 

He explained: “While the num¬ 
ber of MPs in Parliament is being 
cut by 8 per cent from 650 to 600, 
Welsh MPs are being cut by 25 
per cent from 40 to 30. 

“This is a far bigger cut than 
any other country in the UK and 
means that Welsh voices will 
struggle to be heard”. 

Dr Johnson said he welcomed 


the notion of Sully returning to 
the Vale constituency which 
maintained a mix of both urban 
and rural areas. 

However, he warned there 
would continue to be problems in 
addressing deprivation while sta¬ 
tistics were analysed at con¬ 
stituency level. 

“Although I would like Barry 
to be a separate constituency on 
its own, the rules introduced by 
the Westminster government 
meant that the town’s population 
is not enough to justify that. 

“The problem with the Vale 
constituency as it stands is that 
some of the wealth of the rural 
Vale - where that exists - masks 
the effects of poverty in some 
parts of Barry, and, indeed, pover¬ 
ty in other parts of the Vale. 

“This means that constituency 
wide statistics do not show the 
true picture of the area’s econom¬ 
ic status in the same way that 


more localised data will do.” 

He explained: “One of the 
problems of a constituency which 
is as mixed as the Vale is that con¬ 
stituency level data doesn’t 
always illuminate current trends. 

“For example, unemployment 
statistics, such as those recently 
published don’t show up hot¬ 
spots. Under the previous Welsh 
Government, when Plaid Cymru 
were in power, Barry was nomi¬ 
nated as a regeneration area pre¬ 
cisely because the town differs 
from the rural hinterland in the 
Vale. 

“In fact, some might argue that 
if it wasn’t for the rural Vale then 
Barry would have been included 
in the area of Wales which 
receives European funding.” 

FOOTNOTE : What do GEM 
readers think/ Email: gemeditor- 
ial@tindlenews.co.uk, or write to 
the address given on page 2. 


Local firms are 
in the running 
for top awards 


FOUR local firms 
and a Bridgend 
entrepreneur are all 
in the running to 
win this year’s pres¬ 
tigious South Wales 
Chamber of 

Commerce Awards, 
run in association 
with the University 
of Glamorgan 
Business School. 

Clinical trial compa¬ 
ny, Biotec Services 
International, based in 
Bridgend Industrial 
Estate, is up for the inter¬ 
national company of the 
year award; while 
Staedtler (UK) Ltd, 
based in Pencoed, has 
been shortlisted for the 
excellence in marketing 
award. 

Just Perfect Catering 
Ltd is battling it out to 
win most promising 
growth business, while 
Donna Tumer-Kot of n- 
ergy consortium, which 
delivers vocational pro¬ 
grammes to offenders in 
custodial establishments 
and helps to secure them 
jobs on their release, has 
been shortlisted for 
entrepreneur of the year. 

Also in line for an 
award is Professional 
Driver Services (most 
promising growth busi- 

All of them will find 
out whether they are 
winners at a glittering 
award ceremony in the 
City Hall, Cardiff on 
February 1, hosted by 
broadcaster Mai Davies. 

The awards celebrate 
business excellence 
through the successes 
and achievements of its 
accredited Chambers of 
Commerce and their 
members. 

Graham Morgan, 
director of the South 
Wales Chamber of 
Commerce, said: “The 


economy remains 
extremely challenging 
with trading conditions 
being as tough as ever, 
and unemployment 
being at its highest since 
comparable records 
began. 

“In spite of all this, 
businesses in Wales have 
continued to thrive, and 
the awards seek to 
recognise these out¬ 
standing achievements, 
highlighting them as 
shining examples of 
inspiration to others and 
illustrating that success¬ 
es can still be made in 
these difficult times.” 

Winners could go 
through to the British 
Chamber of Commerce 
Awards in November, 
with the chance to scoop 
the winning prize fund of 
£50,000. 

Charity 

concert 

THE annual charity 
concert, organised by 
the Mayor of 
Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian, Coun 
Andy Banks, will take 
place on January 28 
in Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School’s new theatre. 

The concert features 
Cowbridge Male Voice 
Choir and also three 
prize-winning young 
musicians from Cardiff 
and the Vale. 

Tickets are available 
from Arthur John and 
Cowbridge Town Hall. 

The charities that will 
benefit are Wales Air 
Ambulance and Marie 
Curie Cancer Care. 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

LLANBETHERY & 
LLAN CAR FAN 
Your community corre¬ 
spondents are 
Sam & Patsie Smith on 
( 01446 ) 751448 


WE’RE BACK! 


IT has been some 
months since we last 
penned a column, as 
we were fortunate to 
spend November and 
December in Australia 
and New Zealand, 
culminating with 
Christmas in Perth 
with our son Simon 
and his family (35°C 
on Christmas Day and 
a swim in the Indian 
Ocean!). 

A great deal has hap¬ 
pened in Llancarfan 
during our absence, not 
least the excellent news 
that we have won the 
Phase 2 grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund 
for the further work 
required at Saint 
Cadoc’s to restore the 
wall paintings, the 
Reredos and to build a 
new vestry. 


A number of people 
have commented that 
even after our return, no 
Llancarfan and 
Llanbethery news has 
been forthcoming. 

Well, unless people 
pass me details of inter¬ 
esting events or other 
occurrences, then I 
cannot report - so 
please let me have any 
news and I shall make 
sure that the column is 
written. 

Finally, what a small 
world! On our flight 
back from Australia and 
Singapore the cabin 
services manager on 
Qantas was Craig 
Wharton from 
Llanblethian - and on 
the aircraft with us were 
Keith and Kay Hancock, 
formerly of the Wild 
Goose, Llanbethery! 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Green drinks 


GREEN drinks are 
being served at the 
Bear Hotel, 
Cowbridge on 
Tuesday, January 
24 from 7.30pm. 

This is an open 
and informal 
monthly get-togeth¬ 
er to chat and share 
information on how 
to live in a more 


sustainable way in 
our community. 

Key discussions 
will focus on local 
currency, skill shar¬ 
ing and time bank¬ 
ing. All are wel¬ 
come. 

Contact: 07712 
196150 or transi- 
tioncowbridge @goog 
lemail.com. 


Gardening Club 


THE next meeting of the Cowbridge 
Gardening Club will be on Thursday, 
January 26, at 7.30pm in the Lesser Hall. 

The speaker will be Gaynor Witchard, 
who will talk on ‘ Behind the scenes at the 


RHS Show’. New members welcome. 



Full houses enjoy 
a local pantomine! 



PHOTOGRAPHS 

by IAN DIXON 


THE Peterston Entertainment Society 
presented its 2012 pantomime, Beauty 
and the Beast on January 12, 13 and 
14. 


It played to full houses and had all the 
usual panto jokes, songs and dances. 

The age range of the cast was from 12 years 
old to 70 years old. 

Saturday evening’s performance even fea¬ 
tured a cameo role from BBC weatherman 
Derek Brockway. 
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The Centre celebrates 

its fifth anniversary today! 



the 

business 

centre 




The Business Centre - where 
we take care of you while 
you take care of your business 



ABOVE; The Business Centre team provides a huge range 
of office services and support for business people. 



ABOVE: 

The centre is located just off Cardiff Road, Barry. 


O NE of the 
Vale’s great 
business suc¬ 
cess stories in 
recent years cele¬ 
brates its fifth 
anniversary today. 

On January 19, 

2007, The Business 
Centre was opened in 
Barry by the local AM, 
Jane Hutt, bringing aN 
exciting new business 
innovation to the area. 

Janies Mason, the 
Centre Manager, 
explained: “The 
Business Centre pro¬ 
vides flexible serviced 
office space with a 
host of services, which 
include the shared 
office suite, virtual 
office facilities, confer¬ 
ence and meeting room 
hire and IT Training 
Suite. 

“All these excellent 
facilities are supported 
by a free in-house gym, 
free car parking and 
an on-site cafe, The 
Coffee Zone. 

“The Business 
Centre also provides 
extensive business sup¬ 
port facilities, such as 
secretarial services and 
all the latest technology 
with IT and telecoms 
infrastructure helping 
you concentrate on 
what's really impor¬ 
tant, your business.” 

It means The 
Business Centre can 
provide a flexible serv¬ 
ice, tailored across the 
whole spectrum, help¬ 
ing new start-up busi¬ 
nesses, freelancers or 
single operators, medi¬ 
um sized businesses 
and national compa¬ 
nies. But the centre 


offers even more, its 
own ‘break-out’areas, 
where people can have 
a quiet chat on sofas 
outside the office 
suites, and a designat¬ 
ed outdoor area to 
relax on sunny days. 

The Business Centre 
is part of the family- 
run Masons Moving 
Group Ltd, founded in 
the Vale in 1905 - with 
a family inspiration 
behind it. 

James explained that 
once companies under¬ 
stood the concept of 
flexible, serviced office 
space at The Business 
Centre, they could see 
the many advantages it 
has over running their 
own premises. 

He pointed out: 
“With companies look¬ 
ing for flexibility in the 
current climate, lease 
agreements can bear 
higher risks, where 
businesses might have 
to commit to 10 or 15 
year leases - let alone 
having to set up and 
fund all the facilities, 
equipment and support 
services that are 
required to make up 
an office suite. 

“Here at The 
Business Centre, our 
commitment to you is 
to provide your busi¬ 
ness with a fully serv¬ 
iced office suite, ready 
for your arrival - with 
no hassle, no capital 
outlay and next to no 
downtime affecting 
that crucial part of 
running a business - 
time. 

“The Business 
Centre can provide 
future clients with a 
fully-serviced opera¬ 


tional office suite, 
equipped with IT and 
telecoms infrastructure 
within 24 hours of a 
viewing.” 

The variety of busi¬ 
nesses housed on the 
site is impressive. 

James said: “The 
companies who operate 
from The Business 
Centre vary, but are all 
looking for a cost-effec¬ 
tive and efficient serv¬ 
ice for them to operate 
their businesses. 

“The clientele at the 
centre varies with a 
majority of professions 
operating from serv¬ 
iced offices such as 
financial consultants, 
web designers, Curves 
- the ladies’ gym, The 
Beauty Spot - Hair & 
Beauty Salon, We Buy 
Any Car, recruitment 
consultants, security 


companies and many 
more. Over the years 
our occupancy has 
steadily increased, but 
with the economic 
downturn and the risk 
factor for all compa¬ 
nies increasing, our 
flexible license agree¬ 
ments, short notice 
periods and our cost 
effective office space 
provides us and busi¬ 
nesses a platform to 
build a strong business 
model.” 

The Business Centre 
is located just off 
Cardiff Road on the 
eastern outskirts of 
Barry. 

It is the ideal loca¬ 
tion for companies who 
operate in the Vale or 
want easy access to 
Cardiff, but don’t want 
staff enduring the has¬ 
sle and inconveniences 


of a daily commute and 
restricted, costly park¬ 
ing. For businesses who 
aim to start up at a dif¬ 
ficult economic time, 
and want to fix costs, 
or for companies want¬ 
ing to reduce opera¬ 
tional overheads, The 
Business Centre offers 
that ideal solution. 

Over the last five 
years, The Business 
Centre has become a 
vital part in the local 
economy. 

To find out more 
information about the 
facilities that are avail¬ 
able, please call James 
Mason on: 01446 
739911 or 0800 634 
9920. 

The Business 
Centre’s stated aim is: 
( We Take Care Of You 
While You Take Care Of 
Your Business’. 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

cryita I -It" 

We are pleased to support 
THE BUSINESS CENTRE 
and congratulate them on their 5th Anniversary 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 

Computer HELP when you need it 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 



ABOVE: Business people can take advantage of 
the centre’s state-of-the art gym. 



ABOVE: 

The centre’s convenient in-house cafe, The Coffee Zone. 


An office address without the office 

Wherever you work, we ll handle your call* & po*t. 

ft I * tiu* Vu Ul«4 otlfv •-* kIM (Ji0‘ i fliMII ml S IC4^4f>Uft 

Vil «r>:*■ m iTft :m ^liiltMWi with /§ *»* 


Freephone 0800 634 9920 

email: qiH|i^f*cvu : th<ib*iJdi>c*s*mHtconlii*c.co.4jh | 


Cells t 
company name 

fj Messages taken or 
forwarded anywhere 

r liMfcoui* meeting 

KftcMe* A cafe 

Q Mailing adMtott & 
postal wmew 


Cal os today Ah an olwiwl chjl! 


businesscentrf 





“Congratulations to 
the Business Centre” 


Curves are delighted to be celebrating 
their 4th Anniversary 
in the Business Centre 


Curves @The Business Centre,TyVerlon Industrial 
Estate, Cardiff Road, Barry, CF63 2AW. 

Call Ela now on 01446 731222. 


HJAS 

HJ ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 

The Business Centre 
Cardiff House, Cardiff Road 
Barry CF63 2AW 
Email: hjames@hjas.co.uk 

Tel: 01446 731217 

Mob: 07971 913936 - Fax: 01446 739922 
We are pleased to support 
The Business Centre and congratulate 
them on their anniversary 


0 CAPITAL 
NETWORK 
SOLUI10NS 

1N|* #«J C*»«•*»««. j 

Providers of 
specialist IT solutions 

Cardiff House, 

Cardiff Road, 

Vale of Glamorgan, 

CF63 2AW 

www.capitalnetworks.co.uk 
0845 3054118 


J L 

Congratulations 
to the 

Business 

Centre 

on their 

5th 

Anniversary 
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Remembering WWII - when black 
US soldiers were stationed in the Vale 



ABOVE: 


Tank crews check their machine guns. 



F urther to 

recent corre¬ 
spondence in 
The GEM regard¬ 
ing the fate of two 
black American 
GIs, readers may be 
interested in further 
details of the case. 

In June 1944, The 
Western Mail carried 
the following story. 

(GEM NOTE: At the 
time, the term ‘coloured’ 
was the accepted way to 
describe anyone who was 
black. It continued to be 
the accepted word until 
the 1970s, when the 
Black Power movement 
‘reclaimed’ the word 
‘black’. Names have 
been removed from the 
report). 

Two coloured 
Soldiers To Hang 
Two coloured 
American soldiers, 

_ and 

_, were 

sentenced to death by 
hanging at an American 
military court in south 
Wales at nearly midnight 
on Wednesday for raping 
a 30-year-old woman 
from Barry living apart 
from her husband. 

_ col¬ 
lapsed when the sentence 
of the court was 
announced, but his com¬ 
panion was unmoved. 

The offence took place 
on June 2 in afield adja¬ 


cent to Sully Hospital, 
where the woman had 
been a patient for eight¬ 
een months. She had 
been discharged some 
weeks before and on 
June 2 returned to the 
hospital for treatment. 
About 5 o ’clock in the 
evening, she was taking a 
path across fields to the 
Sully bus stop when she 
was intercepted by the 
two men in a path over¬ 
hung by bushes. She was 
threatened with violence 
before the offences were 
committed. 

The men later had 
their sentences commut¬ 
ed to life imprisonment 
by General Dwight D 
Eisenhower. 

However, another 
story which ran in the 
same month shows per¬ 
haps how the word of a 
white GI was held in 
more esteem. 

A white American sol¬ 
dier, Technician 4th 

Grade _ aged 

23, was found not guilty 
at a court-martial held in 
South Wales on Monday 
on a charge of rape, the 
penalty for which under 
American military law is 
death or imprisonment 
for life. He was acquit¬ 
ted. 

The complaint was 
laid against him by 
_- of 


Cardiganshire, a ward 
maid at Sully Hospital, 


Barry. 

There was a court of 
nine American officers, 
with a colonel as presi¬ 
dent. 

The woman described 
what happened on the 
beach at Sully. 

At the close of the 
cross examination, the 
president said to the 
complainant: “We must 
have very definite evi¬ 
dence. This court has the 
power to pass the death 
sentence. If we seem to 
be hard with you, it is 
only so that we can be 
fair to both sides. ” 

In reply to questions, 
the complainant said she 
bit the accused’s hand 
and tried to scratch him. 
She had not seen him 
before that night. 

Several witnesses were 
called, and the evidence 
of the accused was that 
the woman did not resist 
in any way. She agreed to 
meet him again the fol¬ 
lowing night if she was 
not working. 

After the court had 
consulted in private, the 
president announced that 
the accused was acquit¬ 
ted. 

It is, however, impor¬ 
tant to balance regret¬ 
table incidents such as 
these against the out¬ 
standing wartime service 


and sometimes extreme 
provocation that African- 
American soldiers were 
forced to endure, both 
from white American 
soldiers and the local 
populace during their 
stay in the United 
Kingdom. 

Part of a letter from, 
as he termed himself, ‘a 
coloured soldier’, sta¬ 
tioned in Belfast during 
1943, made this heart¬ 
felt plea: 

Regardless to where a 
man is born or regard¬ 
less to his colour, every 
man has his right to 
enjoy life here on this 
earth. Just because I am 
a dark man doesn’t mean 
I am not intelligent. 

The anatomy of the 
white man is the same as 
the dark man. God creat¬ 
ed all men as brothers, 
and my belief is that 
since we are all here in 
Ireland, we should live as 
brothers and sisters and 
not as enemies. We hate 
to walk the streets of 
Belfast merely because 
we are insulted. 

Tensions sometimes 
ran high between Barry 
residents and the 
American troops. In 
January 1944, the local 
press carried a story 
about a fight between 
white GIs and two local 


men in the Witchell 
Hotel in Cadoxton which 
resulted in the two 
Americans being hit with 
broken bottles and beer 
glasses. Both men 
required stitches in their 
faces and heads. 

Yet for the most part, 
the Americans, whatever 
colour their skin was, 
were welcomed into the 
local community. At a 
recent event at 
Pontypridd Memorial, 
where fellow historians 
and I staged an exhibi¬ 
tion of wartime artefacts 
and memorabilia in sup¬ 
port of the dedication of 
the new Pontypridd War 
Memorial, a visitor told 
me the following story. 

During the Second 
World War black 
American troops were 
stationed in the 
Pontypridd district. His 
mother and father 
became friendly with sev¬ 
eral of them and invited 
them to their home for 
Sunday lunch. This 
became a regular occur¬ 
rence. 

One evening the father 
and one of the visitors 
decided to go to the local 
pub for a drink. On the 
way they were 
approached by a group 
of white GIs. The black 
GI stepped off the pave¬ 
ment into the road to 
allow the white soldiers 
to pass. 

The father asked why 
he had done that and was 
told in no uncertain 
terms that that was what 
was expected in America. 
He replied with this. “All 
week long I work down 
the pit and at the end of 
a shift my face is the 
same colour as yours. 
While you are with me 
you’ll never do that 
again. ” 

Years after the War 
had ended, there was a 
knock on the door and 
the gentleman who told 
me this story answered it. 
The same American 
stood there with his wife 
and two children. He had 
come back to Wales to 
show his family the 
Welsh people who had 
been so kind to him dur¬ 
ing the War. 

The African-American 
soldiers were stationed in 
two areas in the Vale - 
Penarth and Barry. As of 
December 31, 1943, 
there were just two units 
based in Barry, the 413 
Engineer Dump Truck 
Company and the 95 
Engineers. 

But in the build up to 
D-Day, these number 


swelled enormously and 
by June 30, 1944, there 
were no fewer than 11 
units stationed in Barry 
(housed in tents on the 
seaward side of Hayes 
Road) and three in 
Penarth (housed in tents 
on the site of Evenlode 
Primary School - very 
marshy land). 

It appears from anec¬ 
dotal evidence that the 
local inhabitants were 
unsympathetic to the 
racist conduct of many 
white GIs and this was 
evident in the way the 
soldiers were received in 
the area. 

The black soldiers 
would often travel to 
Cardiff to the Colonial 
Club and other clubs in 
Bute Street, where the 
multi-cultural nature of 
Cardiff Docks would 
have led to fewer issues 
for them. 

By December 1944, 
they were gone, shipped 
to France to help supply 
the vast American forces 
moving into Germany. 

One famous African- 
American who may have 
come to Barry during the 
War was the great boxer 
Joe Louis. In June 1944, 
Louis fought an exhibi¬ 
tion bout in Newport. 

The event took place 
at the Newport Athletic 
Club ground (Rodney 
Parade). The ‘Brown 
Bomber’ sparred with a 
Golden Gloves winner 
called Keen Simmons. 

At the time, Louis was 
serving in the US Army 
and his role was to take 
part in morale-boosting 
exhibition fights and 
meet the troops. 

Although he was a sport¬ 
ing superstar at the time, 
purses for his shows 
(including the Newport 
one) were handed 
straight over to the US 
government. (After the 
War had ended he found 
he was liable for the tax¬ 
ation on these purses!) 

Apparently Louis 


stayed at the G-40 
American camp in Barry 
for one or two nights. 

The black American 
troops made an enor¬ 
mous contribution to the 
war effort, not just sup¬ 
plying troops but in com¬ 
bat as well. They were a 
resource much underused 
by the American military. 

Their record is a proud 
one and these men 
deserve to be remem¬ 
bered in the Vale for far 
more than just one unfor¬ 
tunate incident. 

The ‘Wartime 
Weekend’ being held to 
commemorate the 70th 
anniversary of the 
American troops coming 
to the Vale of Glamorgan 
will take place over the 
weekend of June 16/17 
on Barry Waterfront. 

Further details can be 
found at www.barryat- 
war.info. Jonathan Hicks 
can be contacted on 
07708 255295. 

The GEM is delighted 
to announce its support 
for this fabulous event 
and readers can look for¬ 
ward to many articles and 
features on the presence 
of the American troops in 
the Vale in the period 
leading up to the living 
history weekend. 


ABOVE: 

Joe Louis, the world 
heavyweight 
champion. 

Valeways 

walks 

FRIDAY, January 20, 
at lpm, ‘Another Try!’ 
Starting at the Fox and 
Hounds, St Brides 
Major, contact 07908 
924576. 

Stay and 
Play 

ABERKENFIG ‘Stay 
and Play’ is held on 
Thursday mornings at 
lOam-llam in the Len 
Evans Hall (near 
Welfare Hall), 

Aberkenfig. For more 
information, contact 
07809 157756. 

Light walk 

ART4U is holding its 
annual celebration, The 
Coming Of The Light, a 
walking contemplation, 
to which everyone is 
welcome, at the Knap 
Gardens, under the 
shelter, Barry, on 
February 5 at 4pm. 
Admission free, dona¬ 
tions appreciated. You 
are invited to bring a 
candle, and to wrap up 
warm! 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon « 
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PREMIUM QUALITY BRANDS AT 
THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 

| Two floors with a comprehensive display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, Range Cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 


n SHARP LC-42 CT2E 
• Full HD, LCD, 42” 

O 

O 

§ To Clear £499.99 
1 Lowest UK Price 


SALE NOW ON 

Clearance of stock 
to make way 
for new lines 


Discounts for the over 60s on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

Please ask in-store 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & showroom 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY ' 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 

WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 

All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 
www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


OPEN: 
Monday- 
Saturday 
9am -5.30pm 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG * 


Est 1946 - 24 hour Service 


W. H. PREENE & SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


















































The Vale of Glamoigan 

Building 
Excellence 
Awards 2012 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 


BRO MORGANNWG 


The Building Excellence Awards are organised by the Building 
Control Group at the Vale of Glamorgan Council. 

The Building Control Surveyors from the Building Control Group have 
nominated builders who have achieved high quality building work in the 
following categories: 

• EXTENSION/ALTERATION 

• HOME CONVERSION/ NEW DWELLINGS 

• SOCIAL AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

• PUBLIC/COMMUNITY BUILDINGS 

• COMMERCIAL PROJECTS 

Criteria: 

• Compliance with building regulations and energy efficiency 

• Supplying and managing information (giving of notices and 
information relative to the work) 

• Speed of fault rectification 

• Site environment, safety and storage of materials 
(so as not to be detrimental to their use) 

• Client/customer satisfaction 


IUILDERS and 
I developers who 
'use the building 
regulation service of the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Council, will be attending 
the ‘Building Awards’ din¬ 
ner organised through 
the Building Control 
Group of the Council. 

For the ninth year in succession, it 
will be held at the Best Western 
Mount Sorrel Hotel, Barry, on 
January 20. 

The nominations for the awards 
are provided by the council’s 
Building Control Surveyors, who are 
responsible for the supervision of 
the projects as they progress on site, 
through to the completion of build¬ 
ing work. 

Coun Jeffery James, Cabinet 
Member for Planning and 
Transportation at the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council, stated: 

"This is the ninth successive year 
of the‘Building Awards’ and I have 
great pleasure in providing recogni¬ 
tion to builders and developers who 
are determined to provide a high- 
quality customer-orientated service. 

“The nominations go to show yet 
again that there are several excel¬ 
lent examples of high-quality con¬ 
struction projects that have been 
undertaken within the Vale of 
Glamorgan. Ensuring that buildings 
are constructed in accordance with 


CYMRU 


current building regulations requires 
a very high standard of workman¬ 
ship, and the builders nominated this 
year have proven that they can meet 
this requirement". 

Marcus Goldsworthy, Operational 
Manager for the Development and 
Building Control Group, said: 

"Building regulations have a key 
role whenever you decide to make 
alterations, extend or construct new 
buildings. With recent changes to 
the planning process and the devolu¬ 
tion of the building regulations to 
the Welsh Assembly; reducing car¬ 
bon emissions will now be at the 


forefront of the development 
process. Everyone has a part to play 
in conserving energy and reducing 
carbon emissions - whether we are 
homeowners seeking to extend our 
homes - or developers taking for¬ 
ward a major new scheme. 

“Changing the way we construct 
buildings to make them more sus¬ 
tainable will be a big challenge for all 
involved in the industry". 

The Development and Building 
Control Group falls within the 
Planning and Transportation Division 
of the Vale of Glamorgan Council, 
whose Head of Service, Rob 


Thomas, stated: 

"Development of any size has a 
major impact on the day-to-day lives 
of people who are undertaking 
building projects. Ultimately, it is 
the builder who has the major 
responsibility in satisfying, not only 
the customer needs, but also the 
terms of the legislation. 

“The Building Awards will provide 
all those involved with well-deserved 
recognition for consistently carrying 
out work of a high standard". 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council 
would also like to thank all the spon¬ 
sors of this event, without whom it 
would not be possible to recognise 
the builders and developers whose 
quality of work is making a positive 
difference to the environment of the 
Vale of Glamorgan. 

Winners of the Vale event will go 
forward to the LABC south Wales 
‘Building Awards’ dinner at the Vale 
of Glamorgan Golf & Spa Resort, 
Hensol, on April 20. This will be 
hosted by television and radio per¬ 
sonality Jason Mohammed. 

The ultimate achievement can be 
recognised at national level, where 
the winners of the south Wales 
event will be nominated into the 
LABC‘National Building Awards’, 
which will include nominations from 
most of the local authorities 
throughout Wales and England. 

It will be held in London in 
November this year. 


The Vale of Glamorgan Building Control Awards. Kindly sponsored by: 


GEM* 
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THE GEM/VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL BUILDING CONTROL GROUP 


JANUARY 2012 


Extension /Alterations 




3 Castlewood Cottages, Dinas Powys 



THE work comprises 
a two-storey exten¬ 
sion to the rear of 
this traditional, brick- 
built cottage. 

It was carried out 
under a building 
notice, which 
required the builder 
and Building Control 
(BC) Surveyor to 
work closely togeth¬ 
er, as the work was 
not pre-approved by 
BC. 

The builder chose 
to use matching 
imperial bricks laid 
to the same traditional bond as the cottage, to ensure that the exten¬ 
sion was in character with the local surroundings. 



The builder carefully matched the window style and other details, 
such as the floor tiles, to achieve an understated but outstanding 
contemporary extension. 


Agent: LeGuilcher Sandhu 
Architecture, Penarth 

Contractor: Lee Bennett 


/DRAYTON-BENNETT 

THE COMPLETE BUILDING 
SOLUTION 

WE ARE PLEASED TO BE 
NOMINATED FOR THE VALE OF 
GLAMORGAN BUILDING 
EXCELLENCE AWARDS 

Tel 02920 706839 • Mobile 07786 887114 
draytonbennett@hotmail.co.uk 



133 Plymouth Road, Penarth 


Due to the exten- I 

sive changes, this " 

was a complicated task for the The changes that had to be 
builder who appeared to relish made as work progressed, creat- 

the challenge. Executed under a ed further difficulties for the 
‘building notice’, the project builder to overcome, which he did 
required close liaison between all in full consultation with Building 
of the parties. Control. 


THIS project 
involved significant 
remodelling to both 
single and two- 
storey extensions 
to the front, side 
and rear of the orig¬ 
inal house. The 
work has totally 
transformed a 
rather mundane 
buiilding into a new 
home with a crisp 
modern style and 
finish. 


Agent: Mr Adrian Gracia 

Contractor: 

Town & Counties 


GAP LIMITED 

Chartered Architects 
133 Plymouth Road 
Penarth CF64 5DG 

Tel. 029 20707667 
Email gap72@btintemet.com 
www.adriangracia-architects.co.uk 
Company Reg. No. 07004091 

We are delighted to he 
nominated for the 
Building Excellence Awards 



Woodside Cottage, 
Westra, Dinas Powys 


Agent: Mr G Beer 

Agent: Architect Oriel Design Ltd., 
Steven Price 

Contractor: Gibbons Bros., St. Brides, 
Newport 


THE talented builder had a genuine desire to do a good job and work 
closely with the local authority building inspector. The work included 
demolishing an earlier, small extension, that was of basic design 
without any real relation to the existing cottage. 

The property is the left hand cottage of a pair and the sloping 
site’s poor access was an extra challenge to the builder. The new 
extension has been carefully detailed to blend with the character of 
the cottage and mirror the extension previously constructed on the 
other end of the pair of cottages. The front windows have been spe¬ 
cially made and the arches with keystones carefully constructed to 
match the original. 

The ground floor has a large kitchen with dining space and a rear 
sun room. The first floor comprises a bedroom, family bathroom and 
ensuite to a bedroom. The work is of a very high standard, which is 
enhanced by the high quality materials selected by the builder. 


/'#///<//'/»#/ C A>/>i 


We are delighted to be 
nominated for the 
Vale of Glamorgan Building 
Excellence Awards 2012 
Tel: 01633 815986 

Email: enquiries@gibbonsbros.co.uk 
Mobile: 07713 512469 
Ty-Hir Farm, St. Brides, Wentlooge, 
Newport, South Wales NP10 8SF 


^^i el 

Oriel Design Limited 

Ty Cefn, Rectory Road, Cardiff, CF5 1QL 
| tel: 029 2038 8663 fax: 029 2038 8668 
www.orielarchitects.co.uk 

Proud to offer quality 
designs and to be 
associated with 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Building Awards 
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New Dwelling/Home Conversion 


Agent: Nigel Arnold 
Architect, Penarth 

Contractor: 

RT (Contractors) Ltd 


The Vale of Glamorgan Building Control Awards. Kindly sponsored by: 


RT 

Vale «f 6l<fra(|»i 
C^rmirtbfivshit 


GEM* 


Proud to be 
nominated for the 
category 

New Dwelling/ 
Home 
Conversion 

with New House, 
Maes Melyn 
project. 


New House, Maes Melyn, Cowbridge 


THIS application was originally 
submitted as ‘remodelling’ of an 
existing dwelling. However, due to 
the extent of demolition required, 
it was then re-constructed as a 
new dwelling. 

The modernistic design of sub¬ 
stantially glazed walls and mono- 
pitched roofs is in complete con¬ 
trast to the traditional surround¬ 
ing dwellings, yet due to the 
retention of much landscaping it 
fits neatly into the area. The inte¬ 
rior features a large open plan 
hallway and gallery landing, with 
glazed balustrading. Four bed¬ 
rooms and ensuite bathrooms 
occupy the first floor, with access 
onto a front-facing balcony. 

The architect chose a ‘full 
plans option’ with supporting 
structural and SAP calculations - 


while the builder/owner main¬ 
tained regular contact with 
Building Control to satisfy all ele¬ 
ments of construction. 


THIS is the second of three 
barns to be converted adjacent 
to Red Farm, Llangan. The build¬ 
ing comprises a two-storey gran¬ 
ary and two single-storey wings. 

Due to considerable deteriora¬ 
tion of the roof structure, new 
oak trusses were made to dupli¬ 
cate the profile of the existing 
trusses, and the entire roof was 
recovered in natural slate. 

The features of the stone work 
to the external walls were 
enhanced by neat re-pointing 
and some new openings were 
made by replicating the existing 
quoin work and arch detailing. 

The thermal linings to floors, 
walls and roof ensure an energy- 
efficient building with consider¬ 
able character. The builder 


5, Raisdale Road, Penarth 


THE application for this new dwelling was origi¬ 
nally submitted as an extension, with signifi¬ 
cant alterations to an existing detached prop¬ 
erty. The extent of the work was such that 
very little of the original property remained and 
was, therefore, demolished - to allow a com¬ 
pletely new build. 

The new dwelling features colonial style 
columns, window surrounds and face brick 
detailing, to create a three-storey property. A 
large open hallway with a feature staircase, 
leads to four ensuite bedrooms and family 
bathrooms on the first floor level; and attic 
trusses allow the creation of two additional 
bedrooms within the roof space. 

During the course of construction, an 
attached swimming pool room, and detached 
garage were added, to complete a dwelling of 
considerable substance. 


chose the ‘building notice’ 
option, together with all support¬ 
ing information, and maintained 
close contact and co-operation 
with Building Control. 


JP PROPERTY 

Jonathan David Building Contractors 

Proud to be nominated for the 
New dwelling/Home 
conversion category for their 
transformation of 
Barn 2, Redfarm, Llangan. 

• Barn Conversions • New Build • Extensions 

25 years of Excellence... 

Tel: 07803 504081 

Brook Cottage, Treoes, Vale of Glamorgan CF35 5DH 


Allan David Shaw 

B. ARCH., RI.B.A 

Chartered Architect 

Pleased to have been associated 
with the Bam Conversion 
Development at Redfarm, 
Llangan, Vale of Glamorgan 


4 Locks Court, PORTHCAWL 
CF36 3JJ. Tel: 01656 786001 


Barn 2, Redfarm, 
Llangan 


Agent: Allan Shaw of Porthcawl 
Contractor: Jonathan David 


Agent: 

Mr C Le Guilcher, Penarth 
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Public/Community Buildings 


Applicant: Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 

Agent: Property Services, 
Civic Offices, Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 

Contractor: Carter Lauren 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 


LABC 


CYMRU 


BRO MORGANNWG 


Carter 


We are pleased to be 
nominated for the 
Building Excellence Awards 2012 

Tel. 029 2071 1055 
Fax. 029 2035 0130 

www.carterlauren.com 


GEM* 


J P L 
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Cadoxton 
House, 
Victoria Park 
Road, Barry 


THIS unit has been 
constructed on the 
site of the former 
Cadoxton House, 
which was demolished 
due to its structural 
condition. 

The new unit is also 
called Cadoxton 
House and is to be 
used as a Community 
Advice Centre, which 
will be shared by the 
Vale of Glamorgan 


Council and the South 
Wales Police. 

The proposed devel¬ 
opment has essential¬ 
ly replicated the for¬ 
mer building in design. 

The site has two- 
storeys at the front 
elevation with three- 
storeys to the rear, 
and security was 
especially important. 

As the unit is con¬ 
structed on a split site 
and the end user is 
from a vulnerable 
area of society, a 
number of complex 
fire and building 
issues had to be 
resolved. 

These required a 
close working rela¬ 
tionship with the 
Client, Architect, 
Contractor, Fire 
Service and Building 
Control. 

The site was well 
managed and a high 
level of communica¬ 
tion between 
Contractor and 
Building Control was 
maintained through¬ 
out. 


THIS is a two-storey 
medical centre with 
offices for three doc¬ 
tor practices and 
community care 
team. 

The construction 
consisted of precast 
reinforced concrete 
foundations; steel 
portal frame with tra¬ 
ditional masonry, and 


steel sheet roof fin¬ 
ish - all completed 
to an excellent stan¬ 
dard. 


The contractor’s 
policy was to use 
local labour through¬ 
out the project wher¬ 
ever possible. 

The means-of- 
escape route for the 
building was an 
engineering design 
agreed with the Fire 
Service, architects 
and Building 
Control. 


The project was 
extremely well man¬ 
aged, and on-site 
teams and design¬ 
ers have produced 
a quality building. 

This has been 
demonstrated from 
the,foundations 
through to comple¬ 
tion. 


All building regu¬ 
lations questions 
and comments 
were addressed 
through the excel¬ 
lent communication 
between the site 
manager, the archi¬ 
tect, and Building 
Control. 


Commercial Projects 


Pier 64, Penarth Portway Marina 


THE building consists of two 
storeys, with a ground floor 
restaurant and first floor offices. 
It is a piled steelwork structure 
with Bison concrete units which 
are suspended over the water, 
giving unobstructed views of the 
marina. 

The initial stages were under¬ 
taken with the aid of a long 
reach digger and divers to clear 
the rock base under water. Steel 
piles were installed to protect 
the piling work, and a floating 
pontoon was also used to 
enable some of the piling work. 
The building has been construct¬ 
ed to the highest standard, 
including sound deadening to 
the internal wall panels and fin¬ 
ished to give a complementary 
aspect to its surroundings. 

The completed work has 
resulted in a cedar clad water¬ 


front building which stands on 
stilts above the adjoining mari¬ 
na, with a balcony facing the 
water and a timber brie soliel 
(solar shading) to the front ele¬ 
vation. It has been linked to the 
marina level with walkways, to 
entice local boat owners to use 
the restaurant. 

The project complies with all 
aspects of the regulations and 
achieves a BREAM excellent 
standard. It has resulted in an 
exceptional building which com¬ 
plements the high standard of 
internal finishes. 

The developer/owners have 
ensured that Building Control 
have been involved at every 
stage of the work, with excep¬ 
tional communication between 
the site team and the building 
control officers. 


Applicant/Contractor: 

Swanbridge Developments Ltd 

Agent: Holder Mathias 
Architects, Atlantic Wharf, Cardiff 


P S HOLDINGS 


We are delighted to be 
nominated for the Vale of 
Glamorgan Building Excellence 
Awards for Pier 64, Penarth. 
15a Atlantic Business Park, Barry. 
Mobile: 07855 812636 


Medical Centre, Cowbridge 


Developer: Stepnell Limited 

Agent: Powell Dobson 
Architects of St. Mellons 


The Vale of Glamorgan Building Control Awards. Kindly sponsored by: 
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Social Housing - Affordable 



Jacksons Quay, 
Site E7, Barry 


Applicant: Newydd Housing 
Association Ltd Agent: Tony 
King Architects of Penarth 
Contractor: Mi-Space (UK) 


Waterfront 


Ltd/Project Manager - Mark 
Perry 



THE development 
consisted of 17 
dwellings and two 
blocks of five and six- 
storey apartments. 

They were con¬ 
structed using precast 
concrete pile founda¬ 
tions and beam and 
block floors. The tradi¬ 
tional masonry con¬ 
struction includes flat 
roofs, cream-coloured 
rendering with colour- 
rendered panels, and 
Juliet-type balconies to 
the front elevations. 


A number of the 
dwellings were 
constructed in 
accordance with 
Code level 3, for 
sustainable homes. 

Throughout the 
development of this 
project, numerous site 
meetings were held with the 
building contractor and the 
design team so that any tech¬ 


nical issues which arose, were 
resolved at an early stage. 

The high standard of work¬ 


manship, specification and the 
waterfront location make it a 
highlydesirable place in which 
to live. 



DON’T FORGET! 

Extra items can now be added 
to your kerbside recycling 
• Aerosols • Cartons/Tetrapaks • Foil 


BEFORE YOU EMPLOY THAT 
BUILDER, MAKE SURE HE’S AN 

FMB MEMBER 
Call 02920 577711 
or visit 

www.findabuilder.co.uk 

Federation of Master I ■ 
Builders Wales 

is proud to support the I^Si 

Vale of Glamorgan LABC 
_ Building Awards 2012 [I 


www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 


> s oei ol”<=o Tfat ow Ffordd 
Etn anc Jackson's Qiay devobpncrrtr. 
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Applicant: Newydd Housing 
Association Ltd 

Agent: Tony King Architects 
of Penarth 

Contractor: Neil Morgan, 
Project Manager c/o Weston 
Contractors (S. Wales) Ltd 


TONY KING 

ARCHITECTS LID 


97aCM»S»m4 
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Pleased to be nominated for 
The Vale of Glamorgan Building Awards 

for Jacksons Quay and Fford Elin 


Ffordd Elin, 
Barry 


PRIOR to this 
development, the site 
was vacant wasteland 
on an existing Newydd 
Housing estate. 

Comprising three 2- 
bedroom adapted 
timber frame 
dwellings, the 
development has 
provided homes 
specific and sensitive 
to the needs of each 
resident. 

They include 
automated doors and 
windows, level access 
shower rooms and 
pre-designed lift 
shafts. 

The development 


also attained the 
coveted Code level 3 
under the Code for 
Sustainable Homes - 
over and above the 
energy requirements 
set out in the Building 
Regulations. 

The exemplary 
standard of 
workmanship was 
evident during the air 
permeability testing 
with the results 
achieved distinctly 
above the targets set 
out at the design 
stage. 

A professional 
attitude and skilled 
approach was 
demonstrated by the 
contractors throughout 
the project, earning 
well- deserved praise 
from all corners. 

An excellent 
relationship was 
maintained throughout 
the project between 
the contractor, 
architect, building 
control officer and 
LABC warranty 
surveyor. 

A quintessential 
development that fully 
represents the values 
and philosophies of 
the Building 
Excellence Awards, 
the Ffordd Elin project 
is a fitting inclusion in 
this year’s 
nominations. 


f Councillor John Clifford, 
the Mayor of the Vale or Glamorgan, 
is pleased to be associated with the 
Council's Building Control Group's 
ninth 'Building Awards' and wishes 
every success to the nominees. 



Maer Cynghorydd John Clifford, 
Maer Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, yn 
falch o gael ymwneud ag nawfed 
cynllun 'Gwobrau Adeiladu' Grwp 
Rheoli Adeiladu'r Cyngor ac yn 
dymuno pob llwyddiant i'r rhai 
sydd wedi'u henwebu. 



Care & Repair in the Vale 

helps older home owners to 
have repairs and adaptations 
carried out to their homes, to 
enable them to remain living 
there in comfort and safety. 

Care & Repair in the Vale, 

121 Broad St., 

Barry, CF62 7AL 
Telephone 01446 704308 

www.newydd.co.uk 

Care & Repair in the Vale is a service provided by Newydd Housing 
Association (1974) Ltd., with funding support from the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council and the Welsh Government. 


|gew* 

nnn 

ImiJ 

[ffoall 

jl m 


The Vale of Glamorgan Building Control Awards. Kindly sponsored by: 

























































PAGE 6 


THE GEM/VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL BUILDING CONTROL GROUP 


JANUARY 2012 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 


Sponsors of the gg| 
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Excellence Awards 2012 


LABC 

CYMRU 


The Glamorgan 
GEM 

THE Glamorgan GEM is proud to once 
again co-sponsor the 9th annual Vale of 
Glamorgan Building Awards. 

As the Vale’s most widely-read weekly news¬ 
paper, we are committed to supporting the com¬ 
munity as a whole, and local businesses in par¬ 
ticular. 

As such, it gives us genuine pleasure to pub¬ 
licly acknowledge their professional achieve¬ 
ments - and what better way to do this than 
through these prestigious Vale of Glamorgan 
Council awards? 

The nominees listed in this special supple¬ 
ment had to fight off formidable competition to 
get this far and they can be justifiably proud of 
themselves 

The GEM, too, is pleased to play its part in 
honouring this Vale success story. 

CAROLINE ATTYA, General Manager 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 



Glamorgan 

GEM 

News, Sport, 

Letters, Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 


Best Western 
Mount Sorrel 
Hotel, Barry 


ACD Skips 

ACD Skips is a family-run company 
that was set up in Bridgend as a one- 
lorry operation in 1993. 

The company has grown in size quite consid¬ 
erably and has overcome many hurdles, due to 
the vast changes in Environmental Legislation 
and Waste Policies. 

It currently runs a fleet of waste collection 
vehicles with its own maintenance facility, and 
operates a materials recycling centre at prem¬ 
ises on Brynmenyn Industrial Estate, Bridgend 
which is a central base with easy M4 access. 

The company is progressive, is open to any 
new waste reduction initiatives, and actively 
pursues new waste recycling ideas. 

It continues to source waste streams to 
recycling end-users. Understanding the require¬ 
ments of its customers, together with good 
service, remains a top priority. 

Nina Estate 
Agents 

LET us take the stress out of selling 
and buying, as we are the agents who 
care and are passionate about all our 
customers’ needs. 

We are a local team with over 20 years of 
experience, and are known for our profession¬ 
al, caring and courteous service. 

We offer a no-sale, no-fee basis and very 
competitive rates. We intensively advertise 
your property weekly and daily, via numerous 
websites and weekly advertisements in the 
local newspapers. 

As soon as you put your property on the 
market with us, we will use our experience, 
our knowledge, our trusted contacts and our IT 
system to seek out the best and the most 
suitable buyers and tenants. 

We have a full range of residential sales 
and letting properties and are proud to offer a 
unique service. 

Call us on (01446) 736888 for sales or 
(01446 734668 for lettings, or visit 
www. ninaestateagents. co. uk 


ritna 

^estate ag e n t sj 

I Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AA 


Sales: 01446 736888 
Lettings: 01446 734668 
www.ninaestateagents.co.uk 
email enquiries@ninaestateagents.co.uk 


THE MOUNT SORREL is a traditional 
hotel, offering a warm and friendly wel¬ 
come to corporate and leisure guests. 

For those looking for a unique fitness experi¬ 
ence, Mount Sorrel has a fully-equipped health 
club with modern cardio vascular technology, 
along with an indoor heated swimming pool 
and sauna. This exclusive club is ideal for peo¬ 
ple who wish to relax after work. 

The Mount Sorrel is not only renowned for 
good food, fine wines and hospitality, the hotel 
also offers a venue for wedding ceremonies, 
for up to 120 guests. 

Mount Sorrel is also an ideal venue for cor¬ 
porate meetings and conferences. 
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JPL Sound & 
Communications 

JPL Sound & Communications have 
provided the sound and audio visual 
equipment to the Vale of Glamorgan 
Building Control Awards for a number 
of years, as well as supplying our serv¬ 
ices to a lot of other departments 
within the Vale Council. JPL Sound are 
pleased to be one of the sponsors of 
this year’s awards ceremony. 

In common with many local building contrac¬ 
tors who use modern materials in their build¬ 
ing designs, we at JPL Sound continue to use 
the latest technology and ensure that we lis¬ 
ten to our customers’ requirements when pur¬ 
chasing new equipment. 

For business and corporate events, large 
Plasma Screens have become the norm when 
images need to be displayed - although mod¬ 
ern LCD front or rear projection is used for 
the bigger display screens. 

In the business environment, our latest ‘Flat 
Panel’ loudspeakers, which produce ‘omni¬ 
directional’ sound, are far more comfortable 
for delegates to listen to - rather than the tra¬ 
ditional, big black boxes that beam sound 
directly at you! 

For a full list of our very extensive services, 
please log onto our website, or contact us at 
any time - details of which are display in our 
advertisement. 


A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES 
AND BUSINESSES TO HELP YOU WITH 
PLANNING HOME IMPROVEMENTS... 


Arborwood Tree Care 
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CARDIFF 


LOCK SAFE 


COMPANY LTD 


Suppliers of: • Chubb • Securikey 
• SMP under floor, wall & freestanding safes 
EXTENSIVE SAFE SHOWROOM 


TELEPHONE: 029 2049 9358 OR 029 2049 4992 
FAX: 029 2048 3558 www.cardifflocksmiths.com 
E-Mail: info@cardifflocksmiths.com 


39 CLIFTON STREET, ROATH, CARDIFF CF241LR 


STEVE LEE) 

BUI LDING CONTRACT OR 

Former Award Winners 2003 and 2008 
Accredited ‘Highly Recommended’ 2009 

► New Builds ►Barn Conversions 

► Extensions ►Refurbishments 

Jel. Llantwit Major 01446 793141 

ATTENTION 

Builders, Landscape 
Gardeners and DIY 

Sand, Chippings, Stone Dust, All In, 
Scalpings, Chippings, Slate, Top Soil and Turf. 
From small loads to large loads 

For collection or delivery 

From the Old Coal Yard, Barry Docks 
100 yards past CJ Contract Travel. 

OPEN 

8am-4.30pm Monday-Friday • 8am-12noon Saturday 
(Seasonal Saturday opening) 

Tel: 01446 720333 or 792105 


Broad Street & Boverton 
Garden Centres 


RIBA Chartered Architect 

Don Mitchell 
Associates 

Award winning Architecture 

Traditional and contemporary design 
Historic and Listed Buildings 
From planning to completion 

01446 77121 8 


Top floor, 39 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
donaldmitchell@btconnect.com 




BRICK & STONEWORK SPECIALIST 


NO VAT ON LABOUR COSTS 

www.briknit.co.uk 




• Public liability insurance • Fully qualified bricklayer 

• Over 15 years local authority experience 

Extensive Portfolio 

• Porches • Garages • Conservatories 

Excellent rates on stonework 
Call Chris for advice on 


01446 722645/07817 885271 



RE-UPHOLSTERY 
CURTAIN & NET CENTRE 



2 CHURCH ROAD 
| CADOXTON - BARRY 
J Tel. 01446 735259 






MODERN 
DECORATIONS 
Your 1st choice for 
curtains and blinds 

View a wide range of Fabrics in the 
comfort of your own home or office. 

We supply curtains, all valances, 
tie backs, curtain tracks and poles. 
Venetian, Vertical, Roller and Roman 
Blinds all at competitive prices. 
Full measuring, make up and 
Fitting Service available. 

Tel: Geoff Brozvn on 

01446 739174 or 07718 
536838 


WWW. 


timates Free (with no.obligation) - 
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A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES AND BUSINESSES TO HELP 
YOU WITH PLANNING HOME IMPROVEMENTS... 


• WRIGHT 

BUILDING & PLASTICS LTD 

Extensions Renovations 
♦> All Electrical Work 

PV Solar Systems 
and Installers 

• MCS 
accreditation 

• Full Roof 
Surveys 

• Grants and 
feeding tariffs 

Free estimates and fully insured y 

For all your Local 
Building needs 

Tel. 01446 751346 
Mob. 07990 595200 
07747 634204 



365 BUILDING 

& MAINTENANCE 

STORM DAMAGE SPECIALIST 
Building & Roofing Contractors 
(Plus Insurance Work) 




• Carpentry • Plumbing • Plastering • Painting 

• Electrics • Fascias & Gutters • Decorating 

• New Build 'Tree Surgery • Landscaping 

• Garage Door Repairs • Extensions 

• Loft Conversions • Flood Damage 

• Blocked Toilets & Sewers 


References available for inspection. 

All work done by time served tradespeople. 


Call for a no obligation free quote 

01446 734157 07$20 436800 


07825 418757 


ASGUARD LTD ( Y, 

m • I -,. Mnuiv'An;.) * IB 


Asbestos Removal & 
Disposal Services 

• Industrial 

• Commercial 

• Residential 

Fully licensed through the Health & Safety 
Executive: Licence Number: 4060905056 

‘If in doubt, call 
the experts out!’ 

SERVICES WE OFFER: 

Asbestos Removal & Disposal • Asbestos 
Management, Refurbishment & Demolition 
Surveys • Demolition & Soft Stripping • Asbestos 
Sampling • Artex Ceiling Removal • Asbestos 
Shed & Garage Roofs removed & reinstated • 
Asbestos Soffits and Facia Boards • Asbestos 
Floor Tiles • Reinstatement Projects. 

Lowest prices guaranteed 

CALL NOW FOR A 
FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTATION FOR ANY OF 
THE ABOVE SERVICES. 


Unit 14, Palmerston Workshops, 
Palmerston Road, BARRY, 

Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2YZ. 
Tel: 01446 736002 • Fax: 05601 267075 
E-Mail: asguardltd@btconnect.com 
Mobile: 07843 578119 


Underfloor Heating? 

Contact the Experts at 

Heating & Plumbing Warehouse 

Best Prices Guaranteed 

Tel: 02920 461 964 or 
07702 748 730 

www.hpwarehouse.co.uk 


L.A.P.P. BUILDERS 

For all your building requirements. 

No job too small - 
all work considered. 

01446 732903 or 01446 405098 

lapp.builders@gmail.com 


li/Oli/PA/A/r/A/q 
AA/P PPPOPAP/A/e 



Phone: 01446 750625 
Mobile: 07980 691584 


^Email: john.thepainter@hotmail.co.uk^ 





Dinas Windows Ltd 

Let Dinas fulfil your New years Resolution... 



• Mini Excavators & Dumpers 

• Full Range of Building 
Equipment 

• Ladders & Scaffold Towers 

• Hire, Sales & Repair of 
Power Tools & Equipment 

• Mower/Garden Equipment 
Service and Repair 

• Bottled Gas & Air Product 
Cylinders 


^ 01446 737301 
BROAD STREETBARRY 

HIRE ASSOCIATION MEMBER 


Get a quote now for 

New Windows • Doors • Conservatory 
Porches • Fascia Soffits and Guttering 


ii% 

** 

We also do repair work 
to Windows and Doors 

X 


You name it 



We can do it! 


Ring now on 01446 749055 

Freephone 0800 0260587 - 24 hours 

Unit 16,Ty-Verlon Industrial Estate 
Cardiff Road, Barry 
www.dinaswindows.co.uk 


STADRE 

PAINTING & DECORATING 


I * Internal & External 
• Property Maintenance 
• Quality Work 
• Competitive Rates 
• Free Quotations 


07791 752532 • 01656 728157 


Timberaway 


Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

S 01446 402848 
$ 07739 389578 



barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 



Glamorgan 

GEM 

News, Sport, 

Letters, Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 


Read your GEM 
online for free! 


Simply register your details 
and log-on to each of our local 
fully digital editions - weekly! 


COMFORTABLE.. .STYLISH... . 

SOPHISTICATED... SIMPLY UliilAAT 

Contemporary 
and Traditional Kitchens 

Practical quality with unique style 

• FREE instore or on site planning 
Made to measure 

Worktops, sinks & appliances available 
Full installation or supply only 



Selective Bedrooms 

Space saving storage 
solutions for tranquility 
& relaxation 

• FREE instore or on site design 

• Made to measure 

• Range of finishes & designs 
from natural wood to 
pastel shades 




Doors 7 N A Drawers 

Bring your kitchen up to date 

• Replacement doors, drawers & worktops 

• Over 60 colours with 25 designs 

• Free no obligation quotes 


Senvwfy South 'MJateb fa oven 40 tfetm 




KITCHENS LTD 

11-12 Subway Road, The Waterfront, Barry CF63 4QT 
www.crefftkitchens.co.uk email: barrieswilliams@aol.com 


01446 

736421 
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DB 


DECORATION 

Ltd 



High Quality Work 

Interior & Exterior, 
Painting & Decorating 


Over 30 years ’ experience 

Contact David Bradbury 

01446 750256 
or 07811 317954 

www.dbdecoration.com 



SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

rm _ 01656 659274 ^ 

01446 439214 


MINI 

DIGGER 

plus Driver 

For hire 
with small 
tipper option 
Reliable work. 
Sensible prices. 
Call Colin on 
01443 227684 
or Mobile 
07858 280370 



S.A.S Construction 

GENERAL BUILDING AND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

With over 40 years experience 

• Extensions • Refurbishments 

• Conservatories • Patios & Drives 

• Roofing & Repairs • Plastering & Tiling 

• Decking & Fencing • Carpentry 

For free estimates and quotations, call 

07525 070240 • 07890 528977 


valecontractors 


Welsh Water approved contractor for carrying out all 
surface and foul water drainage works. 

Council and Street Works approved, 
Tarmacadam concrete 

specialists, house/conservatory foundations, driveways. 

Vale Contractors Wales Ltd. 

Tel. 01446 793562 
Email: sales @valecontractors.co.uk 
www.valecontractors.co.uk 


INSTALL! 

ELECTRICAL 

• All electrical work undertaken 

• Testing & Inspection 

• Fault Finding • Installations 

• Maintenance * Repairs 


Limited Offer: 


Fuse Board 


Replacement 


- £349 in VAT 



01446 421072 * 
07816091425 


turn 


D.B. FRANCIS™? 


GAS MAINTENANCE & l j 
GAS SERVICE ENGINEERS'"^ 


www.dbfrancis.co.uk 



► All Gas and Oil Appliances Serviced 

► Gas and Oil Central Heating Installation 

• Boiler Up-grades 

* Heating Controls Up-dated 

*Individually designed systems to customers 
specification 

► Twelve months guarantee 

► Good after-sales service and maintenance 


E A 


i Ma A.C.O.P. Approved 


FREEPHONE 0800 298 1045 

Unit 21c Vale Business Park, Llandow,CF71 7PF 
Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446 771175 


^ 0 NEYW ££ 0 


MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 


Gates - Handrails - Railings 
Wrought IronWork including 
Fire Escapes, Spiral Staircases 
and general steelwork 

13 Bridgend Road, Newton, 
Porthcawl CF36 5RL 
Tel: 01656 785810 • Mobile: 07511 094086 


"YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT 
TO WIN IT" 

Planning to start your 
2012 marketing? 

Call our team now for advice 
and help on how best to 
promote your business. 

01446 774484 


A selection of local services and businesses to 
help you with planning home improvements... 


HIM Cant 1 tavirM Bonny Tiler 

11VI WdlUCINCIIIlW Wall & Floor mne Specialists 


ESTABLISHED 2000 

- LOCAL COMPANY- 

• FENCING 

(Repaired, Replaced, Renewed) 

• HEDGES TRIMMED 

• TREES & SHRUBS PRUNED 

• LAWNS • POWER WASHING 

• FREE QUOTES 

Call Mike on 01446 401424 


stout 


PAVING (Penarth) 


Local family run business established since 1986. 
All aspects of concrete, clay and natural stone. 



► Driveways 

► Patios 

► Paths 


FREE 

QUOTATIONS 


► Walling 

► Uniformed staff 

► Professional 
and Reliable 


Guaranteed Insured Team 
Local Friendly Service 

029 2071 1364 

www.nickstoutpaving.co.uk 


Are you planning Property 
Maintenance for 2012? 

• General Repairs & Building Work 

• Kitchen & Bathroom Installation 

• Plumbing 'Tiling • Carpentry • Guttering 

Burst pipe cal lout from £40 


fern 5 


No job 
Too Small! 


Freephone: 0800 612 2806 Mobile: 07927 652 620 

Email: nial@fernpropertydevelopment.com 

www.fernpropertydevelopment.com 


m 


PAINTING & ( 

DECORATING 
SERVICES 


Exterior/Interior. Gutters Cleaned. 

Free Quotes. Clean tidy worker. 

All insurance work undertaken. 

Time served specialist wallpaper hanger. 


Carpet Cleaning Available 


FULLY INSURED - Weekend calls welcome 

01446 772702/07505 979078 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


Wall & Floor Wing Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 
Underfloor heating 

www.bonnytiler.co. 


J. PERRY 


Building Contractor 


All aspectsof Building Work undertaken 
from extensions to conservatories, 
(start to finish) 

Drives - Patios - Footings - Drainage 
Renovation Work & Property Maintenance 
Ground Works 
Contact James 

07973 953647 or 01656 720445 




Professional, reliable 01446 796582 

and friendly service 07854 168459 



INST 

SKIP HIRE LT. 

Mini, Midi & Large Builders Skips 
Delivered and Collected 

Discount ONLY on 
# _ Hardcore Skips * 2 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 
ALSO AVAILABLE 



Tipper Hire & Digger Hire 
also available 

We Can Help! 

Unit 12 F, At I antic Trading Estate 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


<3D 

CONSTRUCTION 

New Build 

Extensions Gary 

Renovations Richards 


T: 01443 776616 • M: 07815 730480 


/ TBaSl? 

J 


) !£. 
I & fsra 


High Quality 
Building & Renovation 
Services 


Proud Winners 2011 
‘New Dwellings’ category 
with their Golygfa 
Colwinston project 

• New Build • Barn Conversions 
• All types of building work 
and maintenance 

Specialising in BREEAM standard 

Glas Fryn, Hendre Lane, Coity, Bridgend CF35 6RB. 
Tel/Fax: 01656 768444 

Mobile: 07814 779587 
Email: enquiries@ajbanksbuilders.co.uk 
NHBC Registered House Builder - 
Registration No. 50375 
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WHO WANTS TO BUILD WHAT, AND WHERE? 


Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution (Trading) Ltd 

- Barry Docks - RNLI 
pontoon. 

Screwfix Direct Limited 

- Part of LDS House, 
Ty Verlon Industrial 
Estate, Verlon Close, 
Barry - External alter¬ 
ations to existing build¬ 
ing at ground floor level; 
comprising installation 
of new double entrance 
doors with roller shutter 
and ramp with platform 
(front elevation) and 
double doors with plat¬ 
form down (front eleva¬ 
tion). 

Mr and Mrs I Kelsall - 
16 Maillards Haven, 
Penarth - Proposed sin¬ 
gle storey rear extension 
to enlarge living room. 
Proposed partial garage 
conversion to form utili¬ 
ty room and office. 

The Vale of Glamorgan 
Council - Docks Office, 
Subway Road, Barry - 
Installation of two 
300mm diameter com¬ 
munications dishes, pole 
mounted to rear wall of 
clock tower, plus cable 
runs into the building. 
Herbert R Thomas - 
Land to the west of Ash 
Hall, Ystradowen - 
Construction of a new 
vehicular access gate to 
the northern boundary of 
the parcel of land. 

Mr Martin Evans - 
Westra Boarding 
Kennels, Westra - 
Retain existing water 
treatment tank (foul 
water). 

Mr D Andrews - 3 Heol 
Pantycelyn, Barry - 


Single storey rear exten¬ 
sion. 

Ms Amanda Leader - 6 
Victoria Avenue, 
Penarth - Replacement 
of timber sash windows 
with UP VC sash win¬ 
dows. 

Mrs Lynn McCarthy - 
Lynton, Tredodridge, 
Cowbridge - Ground 
and first floor extension 
plus garage. 

Mr Michael Isaac - 
Duffryn House, Welsh 
St Donats - Dormer 
windows on north and 
west elevations. 

Dr and Mrs Hastings - 
Pengelli Farmhouse, 
Prisk, Cowbridge - 
Erect a single storey tim¬ 
ber and double glazed 
extension. 

Mr and Mrs Phil Harris 

- 4 Cherwell Road, 
Penarth - Replacement 
conservatory and glazed 
bay to living room. 

Mr James Tudor - 10 
East View, Llandow - 
Single storey side exten¬ 
sion to semi detached 
house (to replace sub 
standard extension). 

Mr Oliver Breay - 10 
Church Road, Penarth 

- New front porch to 
replace existing glazed 
open canopy and the 
extension of existing 
conservatory with 
replacement of more 
efficiency glazing and 
roofing materials. 

The Owner/occupier - 
The Green, Llancarfan 

- Fell ash (Tl), fell elder 
(T2), and fell silver 
birch (T3). 

Mr and Mrs Prior - 22 


Hinchsliff Avenue, 
Barry - Roof extension, 
gable end and rear 
dormer. 

Mr and Mrs Ian Ladner 

- 6 Heol y Bryn, Barry 

- Two storey extension 
to side with loft conver¬ 
sion to side with new 
and existing roof space 
balcony to front extend¬ 
ed. Replace lean-to roof 
at rear with flat roof. 
New garden room to rear 
of garden. 

Mr Brett Trivet - 
Glendon House, Argae 
Lane, St Andrews 
Major - Retention of an 
existing hardstanding 
and tack room. 

Matrix Professional 
Services LLP - 
Llancarfan County 
Primary School - 
Classroom extension to 
the north side of 
Llancarfan Primary 
School. The extension is 
single storey with a con¬ 
servatory structure on a 
brick plinth, and glazed 
roof, approx 9.2m x 
2.6m (amendment to 
2005/1649/REG3). 

Mr Tony Apollonio - 
Glendale Hotel and 
Villa Napoli 
Restaurant, 10 
Plymouth Road, 
Penarth - Conversion 
of rear annexe coach 
house at lower ground 
floor level from restau¬ 
rant storage room into 
two bed residential 
apartment. One new full 
height glazed screen in 
south elevation and one 
new rooflight to match 
two existing. 


Mrs Kathleen Harwood 
Morgan - White 
Horses, 14 Yr Graig, 
Craig Yr Eos Road, 
Ogmore by Sea - 
Single storey utility 
extension. 

Mr John Thomas - 
Stone-build agricultur¬ 
al building and adjoin¬ 
ing land to the east of 
Picketston House, 
Picketston, near St 
Athan - Variation of 
condition 1 of planning 
permission 
2006/01603/FUL to 
extend the period for 
implementation of the 
development by five 
years. 

Mr Jason Murphy - 36 
Clos Tyniad Glo, Barry 
- To extend to rear of 
dwelling new kitchen 
and sun lounge, to 
include internal alter¬ 
ations to provide addi¬ 
tional bedroom. 

Mr David Rutter - 7 
Hazel Grove, Dinas 
Powys - Single storey 
rear extension. 

Max John - 143 
Fontygary Road, 
Rhoose - The refurbish¬ 
ment and change of use 
of a semi detached bam 
to a 3 no. twin bedroom 
B&B with ancillary 
facilities and ample 
parking and circulation. 
Dr Ian Ketchell - The 
Lodge, Dimlands Road, 
Llantwit Major - New 
two storey extension to 
rear (north) side of exist¬ 
ing house (on site of 
existing garage and sit¬ 
ting room). Works to 
include the demolition of 


the existing modern flat 
roof single storey garage 
and sitting room. 

Mr R Evans - Seaview, 
St Athan, near Barry - 
Proposed change of use 
and conversion of stor¬ 
age shed to stables on 
land adjacent to 
Seaview, St Athan. 

Fitz Project Management 
- Hensol Villas, Hensol, 
Pontyclun - Sustainable 
family self care accom¬ 
modation, New Castle 
Lodge, Hensol Villas. 

Mr Christopher Read - 3 
Cawley Place, Barry - 
Proposed two storey rear 
extension. 

Lidl UK - Cennin Pedr, 
Barry - Freestanding 
billboard. 

Mr Steve Smith - Gas 
compound, Plymouth 
Park, Marconi Avenue, 
Penarth - Drill 29 no. 
gas/leacuate abstraction 
and (separately) lay 
buried pipes to transfer 
gas and leacuate collec¬ 
tion to compound. This 
is as a replacement of 
the existing system. 

Mr Paul Dawson - 5 
Regency Close, 

Llantwit Major - Lean- 
to style conservatory 
with glass roof. 

Mr Graham McGirr - 12 
Summerland Crescent, 
Llandough - Two 
storey rear and side 
extension with loft con¬ 
version. 

Force Strength and 
Conditioning - Unit 66, 
Vale Business Park, 
Llandow - Change the 
use of the building from 
Class Bl, B8 to D2. 


Mrs Diane Loughlin - 
20 Stradling Close, 
Sully - Rear extension 
to living room and 
kitchen. 

Mr McGinn - 17 
Crawshay Drive, 
Boverton - Storm porch 
to the front elevation. 

Mr and Mrs Graham 
Roddis - 113 
Westbourne Road, 
Penarth - Ground floor 
rear extension including 
rebuild of existing 
garage. Loft conversion 
with associated exten¬ 


sion to existing room. 
Lapider Ltd - 88 Glebe 
Street, Penarth - 
Convert the existing 
ground floor office into 
a takeaway and install an 
additional flue pipe. 

Head of Capital and 
Asset Management - 
University Hospital, 
Llandough, Penlan 
Road, Penarth - 
Replacement car park 
(plus additional AMHU 
spaces), landscaping, 
access and enabling 
works. 


Mr Gwyn Jones - St 
Mary’s Golf Club, St 
Mary Hill - 

Replacement of existing 
glass conservatory roof 
with new artificial slate 
roof. 

JCW Construction - 
Llantwit Major Social 
Club, Beach Road, 
Llantwit Major - 

Demolition of part of 
existing building and 
construction of 16 apart¬ 
ments (amendments to 
consented scheme). 



kitchens intzer^ior^s 


I Willow Walk, Cowbridge (01446 771234) 

Specialist in kitchen design, refurbishments 

and new-build projects: from a minor 

makeover to a major re-desig n. 

We can handle as little or as much as you require, 
from supply only to a complete project management 
package including all building works. 

Feel free to drop in to our showroom for a browse 
or a relaxed and informal chat regarding you needs. 

We are based near the main car park in Cowbridge, 
behind the Horse and Groom Pub. 



FOR THE FLOOR YOU WANT 
IN YOUR HOME - 
PICK UP THE PHONE!!! 

FREE PHONE 0800 610 2012 
MOBILE 0788 301 2080 


The Flooring Company that comes to you! 


10% OFF 

ALL FLOORING 


Luxury 
Saxony 
11 colours 
4 & 5mtr Widths 
Heavy Domestic 



JANUARY 

2012 

Deals of the Month 




_ Vinyl 
Flooring 


FREE 


INSTALLATION 

ON ALL FLOORING 

Conditions Apply 


1 1 * 


Quick-Step 
Rustic 
25 year 
Guarantee 



Other services include - Skirting Boards/Door Cutting/Self Levelling 

Free 

Measures 

lay or evenin; 


Free 

Delivery 


move your 
furniture 


HSBC 4X> ALL MAJOR CARDS 
ACCEPTED 


www. 2012floorina.com 
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A copy of this Notice in 
larger print can be obtained 
from Welsh Government, 
Transport, Cathays Park, 
Cardiff CF10 3NQ. 
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Riot police go on 
a Commons tour 



SOUTH WALES 
police officers who 
were invited to 10 
Downing Street, in 
recognition of their 
service during the 
London riots last 
summer, went on to 
the Palace of 
Westminster for a 
guided tour with 
Alun Cairns MP 
for the Vale. 

Stephen Rees, a local 
policing inspector, and 
Andy Smith, from 
Central BCU, were 
given tickets to Prime 
Minister’s Questions, 
arranged by the MP. 

They were part of the 
team from south Wales 


deployed to London 
during the riots. 

Mr Cairns said: “It 
was a privilege to greet 
and meet the officers. 
Back in August, I had 
been particularly proud 
to see some of their col¬ 
leagues from the Vale in 
action, when I visited 
Peckham during the 
riots. 

“Our local officers 
had arrived in London 
in the midst of the vio¬ 
lence and showed no 
fear in seeking to bring 
order. This visit to 
Westminster allows us 
to show our recognition 
and thanks for all their 
commitment during 
some very trying and 
difficult times.” 


‘RESTORE THE 
MOBILE LIBRARY’ 


1 AM writing in 
reply to Mr 
Colin Wood’s 
recent letter about 
the reinstatement of 
the mobile library 
service in the Vale. 

Well, here is an 
Independent who, if re¬ 
elected to the council in 
May, would also support 
this essential service 
being returned to the 
county. 

This is not about 
being a vote winner, but 
about helping those who 
are not able to get out 
and about to have a serv¬ 
ice on their doorstep. 

So many people relied 
on this service and for 
the Conservatives to cut 
it was, I feel, a cruel act. 

I hope Mr Wood 
would understand that 
this matter is not about 


party politics, but about 
commonsense. I have 
been approached by resi¬ 
dents, including pension¬ 
er groups, about the loss 
of the mobile library 
service and their wish to 
have it restored. 

With the 2012 local 
government elections 
fast approaching, no 
doubt there will be plen¬ 
ty of discussions and 
debate on all sorts of 
issues and I would urge 
everyone, including Mr 
Wood, to get involved. 

The mobile library is 
a service that people 
want and need - and I 
would, therefore, have 
no problem in trying to 
get it reinstated. 

Coun Richard Bertin, 
Barry, 

Independent Member, 
Vale Council. 


Age Alliance 
lists priorities 


MEMBERS of the 
Vale Housing 
Federation were 
invited to the 
Senedd by Age 
Alliance for a meet¬ 
ing with the local 
Assembly Member, 
Jane Hutt, to dis¬ 
cuss their plans for 
a growing popula¬ 
tion. 

Sarah Rochira, Chair 
of Alliance Wales, gave 
an excellent presentation 
and explained the three 
main key areas that older 
people had decided, 
“after consultation”, they 
would like the Welsh 
Government to urgently 
deal with. 

Key Message one: 
Older people and carers 
must have access to 
early intervention and 


preventative care servic¬ 
es to help maintain their 
health and wellbeing. 

Key Message two: 
Older people need 
access to learning and 
training to allow them to 
develop skills that they 
would need to support 
them in later life. 

Key Message three: 
Older people must have 
the support, information 
and access to re-able- 
ment services that they 
would need to regain 
their independence, and 
quality of life. 

Two older speakers 
gave a very serious, but 
amusing, speech from a 
personal perspective. 

Gwenda Thomas AM, 
Deputy Minister, was the 
last speaker and she gave 
her support and a com¬ 
mitment to the three key 
messages. 

WINNIE DAVIES 
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Sully Sports run riot 
against Newbridge 


SULLY SPORTS 

66 

NEWBRIDGE UTD 

0 



Adam Wheeler leads a Sully Sports attack. 


AFTER four weeks 
with no games, 
Sully Sports kicked 
off the new year 
with an excellent 
victory over 

Newbridge. 

Sports started the 
game slowly, trying to 
put moves in place but 
Newbridge stood strong 
until Nathan Taylor went 
over for the opening try. 

Full back Wayne 
Jones soon added the 
second. 

Sports showed that 
some players had main¬ 
tained their fitness over 
Christmas and again put 
Newbridge under pres¬ 
sure, being awarded a 
penalty try after flanker 
John Thomas was 
tripped as he raced 
towards the line. 

Sports then started 
getting their plays 
together, working as a 


team, defending well, 
and often turning 
defence into attack. The 
half time score was 21- 
0. 

A few second-half 
changes in the front row 
saw Nathan Szuchnik go 
over for the first of his 
two tries. 

From kick off, some 
excellent plays from 
Sports prompted com¬ 
ments from supporters 
that this was some of the 
very best rugby. 

Attack after attack 
saw Adam Wheeler 
storm over, justly earned 
after some storming runs 
and tackles during the 
game. Sports showed yet 
again why they are in the 
top half of the table, with 
excellent tackles and 
defence turning into 
attack, seeing Dave 
Stillman scoring after 
coming off the bench. 

The introduction of 


Ben Such saw the 
biggest tackle of the 
match as he drove his 
opponent into the 
ground. 

Dean Russell, Jon 
Blake and Andrew 
Buckland also went over 
for well-worked tries. 
Chris Cummings kicked 
eight out of 10 conver¬ 
sions, leaving the final 
score 66-0 to Sports. 
Well done to all the 
players, coaches and 
supporters. 


Team: Jamie Griffith, 
Adam Wheeler, Ross 
Eason, Michael Angove 
(c), Alex Szuchnik, Jon 
Blake, Dean Russell, 
John Thomas, John 
Dimond, Chris 

Cummings, Nathan 
Szuchnik, Andrew 
Buckland, Ian 

Patterson, Wayne Jones, 
Nathan Taylor. Reps: 
Ben Such, David 
Stilman, Jody Velda, 
Jake Hay sham. 

MA 


Girl’s football 
is kicking off! 


Christmas at last 
for Golf Society 


GIRL’S football has 
really taken off at 
Dinas Powys over 
the last few months 
with the introduc¬ 
tion of an under-lOs 
team that currently 
participates in the 
South Wales Girls 
League. 

The team has been 
making excellent 

progress over recent 
months and this has been 
rewarded with three 
players being selected to 
play for the SWGL 
under-10 representative 
squad. 

Chloe Moggridge, 
Olivia Townsend and 
Seren Rose were chosen 
from a pool of 47 players 
to play for the represen¬ 


tative team following tri¬ 
als at Mountain Ash on 
Saturday January 14. 

The squad at Dinas 
Powys currently has 12 
registered players from 
the Vale and Cardiff 
areas and is looking to 
expand for next season 
with some of the current 
squad members moving 
up to the next age group. 

The team is looking 
for girls aged eight-nine 
who either enjoy football 
or would like to try a 
new sport within a team 
environment. 

If you are interested in 
finding out more infor¬ 
mation, please call Luke 
Williams on 07832 
273688 or email lukes- 
blues@sky.com. 


THE December 
meeting of the 
Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Golf 
Society, postponed 
on two occasions 
leading up to 
Christmas due to 
the weather condi¬ 
tions, was held last 
Thursday at the 
RAF St Athan Golf 
club. 

Thanks to the co¬ 
operation of the club’s 
management team a 
klaxon start enabled 29 
members to start simul¬ 
taneously with the 
added advantage of all 
competitors finishing 
around the same time. 


Acting secretary Neil 
McLean started the new 
year in fine style when 
returning the top score 
of the day with 37 sta- 
bleford points to collect 
first prize, with Dai 
John, a previous winner 
on many occasions of 
this competition, finish¬ 
ing runner up with 33 
points. 

Dai’s claim to fame 
was a magnificent birdie 
on the 489-yard opening 
hole. 

In third place, with 
30 points, was Clive 
Thomas who at one 
point had built up a 
commanding lead before 
incurring three consecu¬ 
tive blobs. 

Society president 
Geraint Davies again 
finished in the frame 
when taking fourth 
place with 28 points. 

All the main 
prizewinners received 
semifinal tickets for 
next week’s second leg 
of the Carling Cup 
between Cardiff City 
and Crystal Palace. 

Outright favourite 
and defending champion 
Brian Jones, still recov¬ 
ering from losing an 
argument with a bul¬ 
lock, finished with 25 
points. 

Nearest the pin on the 
par three holes were 
Neil McLean (2), Bryan 
Owen and also late 
arrival Chris Rooney, 
who also won the 
‘James Hog Roast’ 
sponsored longest drive. 

Trevor Wooding cor¬ 
rectly guessed 25 balls 
would fail to return 
home to win the Premier 
Turf sponsored prize. 

The society’s next 
meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, January 26 
at Swansea Bay Golf 
Club, and will be spon¬ 
sored by Mr Gino 
Cocco. 

TMcC 
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UNDER-12sIN A 
TIGHT TUSSLE 


THE opening minutes for 
Cowbridge under-12s’ visit to 
Tondu were promising with all 
of the action played in the 
home team’s half. 

However, from a turn-over in the 
22m area, Tondu spun the ball out and, 
taking advantage of an over-lap, 
scored the game’s first try. 

From the restart the Tondu backs 
launched a succession of attacks 
towards the vistor’s line. Determined 
tackles by Harrison Ashby, Sam 
Corkill, Jake Griffiths and Jac Roberts 
prevented what seemed like an 
inevitable try. 

However, from a line-out on the 
five-metre line, the Tondu pack pro¬ 
duced a driving maul, crossing the line 
to score a second, unconverted try. 

Having resisted further pressure 
Cowbridge won a defensive five- 
metre scrum and outside half, Morgan 
Gore calmly kicked the visitors up- 
field by a good 30-metre kick. 

The ball won at the resulting line- 
out and improved commitment in the 
contact area took Cowbridge back into 
their opponent’s half. 

Excellent carries by Cameron Roy, 
Ellis Simon and Dan Marshall earned 
Cowbridge much needed ground with 


the pressure forcing an infringement 
from Tondu. 

After a quick tap taken by loan 
Lewis, the ball was passed out to Sam 
Bluck entering the line and scoring a 
deserved try. A well struck conversion 
by Morgan Gore resulted in a 10-7 
lead to the home side. 

The second half opened with a good 
series of rucks by Cowbridge but 
uncharacteristic, careless passing by 
the backs failed to pose enough men¬ 
ace. 

Several times turnovers were won 
by Tondu and one of their forwards 
crossed the Cowbridge line again for 
an unconverted try and a 15 - 7 lead. 

With Cowbridge on the back-foot in 
their own 22, inspiration came from 
number 8 and team captain Jac 
Roberts, who exploded off a ruck and 
made a good 40 metre before being 
stopped by a determined Tondu 
defender. 

Minutes later from a scrum, Jac 
Roberts picked up the ball and, from 
15 metres out, weaved his way 
through Tondu defenders to score a 
well-earned try. The conversion by 
Morgan Gore narrowed the gap to 15 - 
12, which was to be the final score. 

GD 



Jemma Jones on the offence for Barry ladies. 


FOLLOWING a 
tentative 10 min¬ 
utes waiting for the 
result of a pitch 
inspection, Barry 
ladies finally set off 
for a much awaited 
clash against 

Welshpool. 

Having had this match 
postponed on a number 
of occasions for a variety 
of reasons it was a relief 
knowing that at least one 
of the fixtures was about 
to be played. 

With Welshpool bare¬ 
ly fielding a team due to 
a player receiving a con¬ 
cussion from her horse 
that morning, the 
Bombettes were charged 
and ready for the chal¬ 
lenge. 

The game started and 
Welshpool instantly 
showed their eagerness 
to win with some deci¬ 
sive tackling and instant 
pressure, catching the 
Bombettes off guard and 
driving into Barry’s 22 
with some well-executed 
back lines and quick 
ball. 

The Bombettes quick¬ 
ly found their pace and 
regained their compo¬ 
sure with some counter 
pressure which quickly 
got them into 
Welshpool’s 22. 

With further pressure 
from the back line Judie 
Cole travelled a good 15 
yards to crash over the 
line to score the first try; 
this conversion was nar¬ 
rowly missed. 

Welshpool again piled 
on the pressure feeling 
the more determined to 
equal the score line, 
however their repeated 
attempts, despite making 
it to Barry’s 5 metre line 
on a couple of occasions, 
were unsuccessful. 

A delay for injury to 
Barry’s Sarah Cunniffe, 
who was removed from 
the pitch, made the 
Bombettes determined, 
and they again returned 
the pressure. 

With some structured 
teamwork using pods to 
drive forward, exempli¬ 
fied by Jemma Jones, the 
ball was recycled out to 
the back line where 
Hannah Linton kept 
players at bay, enabling 
the Bombettes to drive 
Welshpool back, result¬ 
ing in a try by Kim 
Jones, unsuccessfully 
converted. 

The Bombettes con¬ 
tinued to keep 
Welshpool at bay with 
some outstanding tackles 
and defensive work, and 
the score at half time 
remained 10-0. 

The Bombettes came 
out with renewed fire in 
the second half with 
thoughts of the bonus 


point for four tries at the 
back of everyone’s mind. 

They didn’t disap¬ 
point and were quick to 
drive Welshpool back 
with some crunching 
tackles from Sam Byles 
and Charmaine Hill. 

This resulted in a sec¬ 
ond try for Kim Jones 
who took three tacklers 
with her across the line, 
she successfully convert¬ 
ed. 

This obviously stoked 
fires in Welshpool as 
their counter attack 
caught Barry off guard 
and only some try saving 
tackles from Anna 
Nation and Hannah 
Bannister prevented 
Welshpool from putting 
points on the board. 

The Bombettes car¬ 
ried on their own attack 
with Lynsey Phillips 
executing some fast- 
paced rugby, in turn 
enabling Kim Jones to 
score her third try under 
the posts, converted. 

With the bonus point 
in their pockets the 
Bombettes were flying 
and continued with the 
drive, determination and 
stamina they have 
proved to have in the 
second half of a match. 

They continued to 
harass Welshpool and 
were rewarded with a 
five metre scrum which 
Judie Cole finished with 
some excellent No 8 
work resulting in a try. 
This was successfully 
converted by Kim Jones, 
for a final score of 31 - 0 
to the Bombettes. 

Squad: Sam Byles, 

Lynsey Phillips, Jemma 
Jones, Angela Bindley, 
Megan Northcott, Sarah 
Cunniffe, Bethan 

Williams, Judie Cole, 
Hannah Bannister, Kim 
Jones (captain), Nikki 
Yapp, Hannah Linton, 
Anna Nation, Adie 
Vaughn, Charmaine Hill. 

Players of the match: 
Anna Nation (selected 
by Barry), Charmaine 
Hill (selected by 
Welshpool). 

The team extend their 
best wishes to Sarah 
Cunniffe, who sustained 
a fractured collar bone. 

Any ladies interested 
in playing rugby are 
more than welcome at 
Barry RFC regardless of 
experience, and should 
contact us via email: har¬ 
ry ladie srfc @ hotmail. co. 
uk, or by phoning Beckie 
on 07528933227. 

RB 
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Judie Cole skips past a Welshpool challenge. 


Who wants to 
build what, 
and where? 


Mrs Jennifer Pierpoint - 
7 Archer Terrace, 
Penarth - Minor exten¬ 
sion to rear of property. 
Ms Victoria Hall -16 
Hastings Avenue, 
Penarth - Knock down 
existing single storey 
extension to rear of 
property. Re-build in 
cavity block work across 
entirety of elevation to 
allow for new kitchen. 
Drop down curb to front 
of property to allow 
access for new drive¬ 
way. 

Mrs C Hill - Ty 
Bronna, Peterston 
Super Ely - Rear single 
storey extension, porch 
extension and loft con¬ 
version with new roof. 
Mr Ronald Baker - 66 
Bron Awelon, Barry - 
Two storey extension to 
rear/side of dwelling to 
provide an annexe for 
an elderly parent. 

Mr G Thomas - 
Badgers Hollow, Graig 
Penllyn - Erection of 
stable on land to the 
south of Badgers 
Hollow, Graig Penllyn. 
Mr Antony Johansen - 
Brynlea Hey, The 
Downs, St Nicholas - 
Single storey extension. 
E M Winn Jones - 
Sycamore, Sigingstone 
- Pruning back lower 
branches of sycamore 
tree located in side gar¬ 
den. 

Mr Neil Greenaway - 
Priory Cottage, 
Marcross - PV panels 
onfield within site. 

Asbri Planning Ltd - 
Rosedew Farm, 

Llantwit Major - 
Application for full 
planning permission for 


retention of buildings 
and to regularise the 
various development at 
Rosedew Farm includ¬ 
ing: 1. Retention of 
alterations to barn and 
new lean-to buildings 
and use of buildings, 
outside are as function 
room/wedding venue; 2. 
Retention of agricultural 
bam and store; 3. 
Retention of reinstated 
barn and lean-to build¬ 
ing and use for 
storage/laundry/boiler 
room ancillary to the 
existing holiday cottages 
at the farm and reten¬ 
tion of patio area for the 
same use. 

Mr Peter Marriott 
Woodlands Cottage, 
Llandough, Cowbridge 
- Side extension with 
new vehicle access off 
highway to provide 2 no. 
additional offroad car 
parking. 

Mainet - 21 Windsor 
Road, Penarth - 

Proposed re-branding of 
existing ATM. New sur¬ 
round with signage stat¬ 
ing free cash with¬ 
drawals in white letter¬ 
ing out of red and blue 
surround. The new sur¬ 
round is made of 19mm 
Foamex with a lmm 
vinyl lamination. 

Dr Ian Ketchell - The 
Lodge, Dimlands Road, 
Llantwit Major - New 
two storey extension to 
rear (north) side of 
existing house (on site of 
existing garage and sit¬ 
ting room). Works to 
include the demolition of 
the existing modern flat 
roof single storey 
garage and sitting room. 
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Bridgend Athletic rugby round-up 


Second team escape 
with last gasp draw 


BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 
SECONDS 19 

LLANTRISANT 19 


THE first fresh 
cold day of this 
winter welcomed 
Llantrisant to 
Newbridge Fields 
for this friendly fix¬ 
ture against an 
Athletic team flying 
high at the top of 
the National 

Second XV League. 

Despite accommodat¬ 
ing a number of changes 
from last week’s com¬ 
prehensive league defeat 
of Glamorgan 

Wanderers, the home 
team were confident of 
stretching their unbeaten 
sequence. 

The Athletic were 
uncharacteristically 
imprecise in the contact 
and with their handling 
in open play. 

Nick Jones at fly-half 
was unable to control the 
game or release players 
into space as Tom Cole 
usually does, and there¬ 
fore there was a lack of 
penetration by the 
Athletic midfield despite 
having the lion’s share 
of the early possession. 

Llantrisant had their 
first spell of pressure 
and threatened the home 
line for a long period but 
good defence kept them 
out. The Athletic cleared 


their lines, but a couple 
of penalty infringements 
forced them back on the 
defensive. 

Llantrisant stretched 
the Athletic to the left 
and from quick ball the 
fly-half chipped back to 
his right for the right- 
wing to gather and shrug 
off a despairing tackle 
for the opening score 
which was converted. 

This stung the 
Athletic into a much 
more fluent mode. 
Second rows Dean 
Greenslade and Harry 
Griffiths were working 
well and No 8 Sean 
Derrick was carrying the 
ball with purpose, ably 
supported by props Rhys 
Evenden and Lewis 
Davies. 

Following a series of 
surges with flanker 
Morgan Thomas to the 
fore at the visitor’s line, 
the ball was moved to 
the blind side and a long 
pass reached newcomer 
centre Sean Summers, 
who outflanked the 
defence to touchdown 
right in the corner. 

Wing Lloyd 

Pemberton converted 
magnificently from the 
touchline to level the 
scores at half-time. 

Llantrisant started 


strongly in the second- 
half and a kick ahead 
just beat the wing to the 
dead-ball line. 

Back came the 
Athletic with Hywel 
Davies making his first 
appearance of the season 
coming on at fly-half. 

His first touch was a 
chip to the comer for 
brother Rod, who gath¬ 
ered the ball right on the 
touch-line. His inside 
pass back to his brother 
was just behind and a 
score was lost. 

Almost immediately, 
Derrick made a strong 
run and the ball was 
spun wide to Callum 
McLeod, whose mazey 
mn ended just short of 
the line. 

As the ball came back 
Jones popped the ball to 
captain Nathan Holman 
for the hooker to crash 
over in the corner; this 
time Peanuton could not 
convert. 

Llantrisant continued 
to force their way into 
the Bridgend Athletic 
half and a strong run car¬ 
ried them to within 10 
metres of the home line, 


but a great turnover by 
McLeod allowed centre 
Nick Hinton, replacing 
Chris McGrath, to throw 
a long pass to Rod 
Davies. 

He quickly reached 
the 22 while holding off 
a Llantrisant defender, 
and his dummied inside 
pass caused two cover¬ 
ing players to collide 
and the third man 
released his hold, allow¬ 
ing the wing to trot in 
the remaining 60 metres 
for a fine try converted 
by Pemberton. 

If the Athletic thought 
everything was sewn up 
they were very much 
mistaken. 

Llantrisant had the 
upper hand at the scmm, 


and were making good 
ground with strong runs 
and effective driving 
mauls. 

They exerted 

immense pressure on the 
Athletic line and eventu¬ 
ally forced a penalty try. 

The last few minutes 
was all Llantrisant with 
the Athletic unable to get 
out of their own half. A 
strong mn by the visi¬ 
tor’s scrum-half to 5 
metres from the line, 
then good driving play 
allowed the equalising 
score. 

Unfortunately for 
Llantrisant, the winning 
conversion was just 
missed. 

The Athletic had a 
lucky escape and will 
need to be on their met¬ 
tle for their league visit 
to UWIC Falcons next 
week. 

MD 


Athletic 
under-lls 
pushed by 
Morriston 


Athletic under-lOs 
in double action 


IN a very physical encounter of 
end to end rugby, the Ath 
under-10s took the game to 
Cowbridge. 

Cowbridge started with a strong 
attack, Mason Hughes and Wil Thomas 
defending well. Cowbridge produced 
quick ball and ran in a neat try to take 
the lead 0-5. 

Ath quickly regrouped with Bennett 
leading the charge, and quick hands 
from Watkins released Owen Thomas 
to fly up the wing, only to be tackled 
short of the line. 

Ath threw players into the mck, 
regained the ball, and Bennett threw a 
lovely pass to Mason Hughes who put 
Dewi Harding in to level the score 5 - 
5. 

Ath attacked again but Cowbridge 
picked up the loose ball and sprinted 
off to take the lead 5-10. 

Good phase play saw Ath pressure 
again, and great strong mnning again 
by Pitts saw him score a well earned 
try, levelling the game 10-10. 

Cowbridge pressured the Ath line 
again but turnover ball quickly given 
to fly half Bennett, who put in a great 
clearance kick. After another try, 
Cowbridge finally found their centre 
who sped past the Ath defence to score 
a great individual try for 10 - 20. 

Cowbridge surged forward and the 
Ath gifted them a scmm 5 meters out. 
Cowbridge made the most of the 
opportunity and crashed over to make 
it 10 - 25 at half time. 

Following many phases and hard 
yards, a lovely pop pass from Hill 
allowed Owen Thomas to dive over for 
a great team try for 15 - 25. 

Ath now had a sense of purpose and 
stepped up putting in some great tack¬ 
les. Quick ball along the Ath line drew 
the Cowbridge defence, quick thinking 
from Watkins switched the play and 
gave Harding his second try of the 
game, and his 100th try for the club, to 
make it 20-25. 

Cowbridge came back with another 
late try to make the final score 20 - 30. 


Ath never gave up and fought hard 
until the final whistle; a great team per¬ 
formance. 

Game 2 

Ath under-lOs v St Joseph’s 
under-lO’s 

STRAIGHT from the start, St Joe’s 
flew into action, running upfield 
only to be stopped by a great tackle 
from Sam Stradling. 

A strong run from Jones took the 
Ath into good field position, with 
Richards showing great strength and 
was unlucky for the ball to be held up 
over the line. 

Once the Ath regained possession, 
quick hands saw Dando, Hill and 
Stradling linking well. 

A darting run from Dafydd 
Hitchings released Stradling who fed 
Richards for a superb team try, to make 
it 5 - 0 at half time. 

The Ath showed their intent to pick 
up the pace of the game with 
Hitchings’ run feeding Max Shears, 
who stormed forward popping a lovely 
ball to Iwan Hill who was stopped just 
short. 

St Joe’s tried to clear their lines but 
great pressure from Hill and Dando 
gave Oli Raynor space to dive over and 
make the score 10-0. 

From the restart St Joe’s ran hard 
straight through the Ath defence to 
make it 10 - 5. 

Ath stepped up again and saw 
Shears on another charge but solid 
defence kept him out. 

Great ball retention from the pack 
saw the ball spin to Hill who showed 
great determination to make the score 
15-5. 

St Joe’s worked hard to gain good 
field position and were unlucky to be 
stopped just short. 

A good steal from Morgan Bennett 
gave Hill the opportunity to run out of 
defence, and quick hands saw 
Stradling again make good yards. The 
Ath pack secured the ball, and Gully 
released Shears who crashed through 
to finish the match in style, 20-5. 


THIS week saw the 
Ath under-11 play 
at home to 
Morriston. 

The visitors kicked 
off and put the Ath under 
immediate pressure. 
Morriston managed to 
steal the ball from the 
Ath and go over to score 
the opening try of the 
match which was con¬ 
verted. 

The Ath managed to 
get themselves back in 
the game after Jamie 
Marshall broke through 
the visitors defence to 
score. Connor Fabian 
converted to level the 
score at 7-7. 

The Ath continued to 
press well and were 
rewarded with a second 
try, scored by Dan 
O’Sullivan after some 
good handling set him 
free. 

Connor Fabian con¬ 
verted to make the score 
14-7 to the Ath at half 
time. 

The Ath started the 
second half strongly, and 
Connor Fabian managed 
to jink his way over the 
line to extend the Ath’s 
lead; he converted to 
make it 21-7. 

Some good handling 
from the Ath saw winger 
Megan Webb find space 
to score in the corner for 
the Ath; Connor Fabian 
converted to make it 28- 
7 to the hosts. 

The final try of the 
match went to the Ath. 
Thomas Reed showed 
great determination to 
force his way over the 
line and ground the ball. 

Connor Fabian con¬ 
verted to make the final 
score Bridgend Ath 35, 
Morriston 7. 

Game 2 saw the Ath 
make several changes to 


their line-up. 

The Ath got the game 
underway but the visi¬ 
tors took control of the 
game. 

Some good hands 
from Morriston opened 
up the Ath defence and 
saw them score a con¬ 
verted try. 

The Ath defended 
strongly but were unable 
to prevent the visitors 
from scoring a further 
three tries, with two 
being converted, making 
the half time score 26-0 
to Morriston. 

Full credit to the Ath 
who started the second 
half well. Some good 
battling saw Jack 
Mustoe crash over to 
score for the Ath; Sam 
Owen converted to make 
the score 26-7. 

The visitors scored 
two quick tries which 
were converted to take 
the score to 40-7. 

Despite the scoreline 
the Ath kept battling 
hard and were rewarded 
for their efforts as Louis 
King crashed over the 
line to score. 

Sam Owen converted 
to make the final score 
Bridgend Ath 14, 
Morriston 40. 

Team: Thomas 

Anthony, Jack Obbard, 
Gwilym John, Teo Fillis, 
Kasari Mehta, Ffion 
Revill, Megan Webb, 
Dan O’Sullivan, Connor 
Fabian, Sion Vigus, Sam 
Veasey, Louis King, 
Brandyn Fookes, Jamie 
Marshall, Daffydd 
Beech, Josh Tidy, 
Thomas Reed, Taine 
Waite, Jack Jenkins, 
William Goodhall, Oran 
Harry, Lance Burn, 
Charles Creffield, Sam 
Owen, James Hermoille. 

BR 


PORTHCAWL FOLD 
UNDER PRESSURE 
AS COWBRIDGE 
TAKE CONTROL 


LAST Saturday's 
visitors to the 
Athletic Field were 
Porthcawl and 
Cowbridge secured 
an all-important 
win, 29-0. 

Cowbridge's perform¬ 
ance was patchy but 
when they played well 
they looked impressive. 

Conditions were dry 
but soft underfoot as the 
game kicked off. The 
first chance fell to 
Cowbridge after 7 min¬ 
utes with a penalty for 
outside half Carwyn 
Morgan but his kick 
sailed wide. 

Prop David Popham 
charged down 

Porthcawl's drop out 
forcing them back into 
their 22, but the next few 
minutes showed what 
had been going wrong in 
the past four games, as a 
series of scrums five 
metres out and a lineout 
brought no reward at all. 

Indeed it wasn't until 
the 25th minute that 
Cowbridge got their act 
together. Pressure 
forceed a lineout 5 
metres out, second row 
Carwyn Davies took a 
clean catch, his second 
row partner Steve 
Birchenough moved 


back to receiver and 
took the pass to drive 
over in the corner for an 
unconverted try. 

Five minutes later, 
following a lineout 
offence, captain and No 
8 Ross Llewellyn took a 
quick tap penalty and set 
up a maul. 

The ball was spun 
right for Morgan to put 
centre Huw Llewellyn 
clear to the line; Morgan 
then added the extras. 

Then minutes later 
the best try seen at the 
ground this season as 
from the restart the for¬ 
wards rampaged upfield 
and with close passing 
and support involving 
hooker Luke Adams, 
Carwyn Davies, 

Birchenough and 

Popham, whose all 
important final pass 
went back to 

Birchenough to finish a 
65 metre try. 

Just before half time, 
with more driving play, 
flanker Rhys Jones burst 
through to the line for an 
unconverted try for a 
half time score of 22-0 

Outside half Morgan 
was showing glimpses 
of his form before his 
arm break, but although 
Cowbridge attacked 
final passes were going 


Tondu under-9s 
face Cowbridge 


WITH the festive 
season over, it was 
back onto the rugby 
treadmill for 

Cowbridge under- 
9s with a visit to 
Tondu RFC. 

In the first game, the 
boys started as they had 
left off leading to an 
early try for a determined 
Harry W. Sadly, old 
habits came back to 
haunt them, and missed 
tackles at long range led 
to two tries for Tondu. 

Between these two, 
David H had scored a try 
from relatively long 
range. 

The second half start¬ 
ed well with a try from 
Jake W. Two further 
tries for Cowbridge came 
from Jake W and Charlie 
L. 

Tondu had the last 
possession and scored, 
the final score leaving 
Tondu one ahead. 

Final score: Tondu 5, 
Cowbridge 4. 

Game 2 

INITIALLY, it 

appeared that despite a 
try from Jay D, Tondu 
would run away with 
the game through tack¬ 
les being missed and 
players running in from 
long range. 

However, the 

Cowbridge boys showed 
enormous commitment 
culminating in an excel¬ 
lent try by James G, who 
made a huge contribution 
throughout. 

Tondu scored a further 
try and really the half 
time score of 3-2 was not 
a true reflection of how 
well the Cowbridge boys 


were playing. 

Birthday boy Harri H 
levelled the scores but a 
try from Tondu gave 
them the advantage 
shortly after. 

Tondu scored two fur¬ 
ther tries to make the 
final score 6-4. 

Credit where credit is 
due - special mention to 
the Tondu referee who 
was liberal in all the best 
senses of the word in his 
interpretation of the 
rules, encouraging to 
both teams throughout. 

JS 


astray or possession 
kicked away and the 
scoreboard didn't move. 

Ten minutes in and a 
number of changes were 
made with prop Alun 
John off and Matt 
Popham on, flanker Jac 
Williams to the sidelines 
and Luke Boys moved 
from centre to flanker. 
Ed Lakin went to full 
back and Huw Lougher 
moved up to centre. 

Lakin made a couple 
of good runs but lost his 
feet when he was nearly 
clean through. At the 
midpoint Carwyn 
Davies and Luke Adams 
were replaced by Alex 
Lewis and Rhys Price. 

On the 25 minute 
mark, the ball was spun 
to outside half Morgan 
who shimmied through 
the defence then 
released prop David 
Popham on a 20 metre 
run to the line. 

Porthcawl's protests 
of obstruction were not 
upheld and Morgan 
popped over the conver¬ 
sion. 

Porthcawl's scrum 
half tried everything he 
could to get his team on 
the scoreboard with dart¬ 
ing runs and quick 
penalties but 

Cowbridge's defence 
held firm. 

In the dying minutes 
it took a great tackle by 
Porthcawl's full back to 
bring centre Huw 
Llewellyn down as he 
raced up the left wing. 

The performance was 
something of a curate's 
egg, good in parts, but it 
got the team back on the 
right lines and there 
many pluses. However 
the team must finish off 
their chances if they are 
to maintain a challenge 
at the top. 

This Saturday 

Cowbridge travel to 
Banwen. The team then 
are officially next in 
action on February 11 at 
home to close rivals 
Ogmore Vale. 

RV/RK 


Youth gain 
good victory 


PORTHCAWL 
youth welcomed 
Celtic to South 
Road in this 
Ospreys league 
encounter and 
emerged with a 25- 
0 victory. 

A run of good results 
meant the young sea¬ 
weeds were in confident 
mood and showed their 
intent from the off. 

Maesteg Celtic, who 
were also a young side 
,defended very well dur¬ 
ing the first half, limiting 
Porthcawl to just a 
penalty by Huw Mitchell 
and a try by wing 
Michael Rawnson. 

The second half start¬ 
ed as the first ended with 
Porthcawl attacking at 
every opportunity; how¬ 
ever Celtic were not 


going to lie down and 
pressured the home sides 
defence on a number of 
occasions. 

With all the posses¬ 
sion that the young sea¬ 
weeds had it was 
inevitable that the Celtic 
line would be breached. 

What followed was a 
scintillating display of 
attacking rugby for the 
last 20 minutes and fan¬ 
tastic tries were scored 
by flanker Jack Taylor, 
full back Matthews and 
wing Jack Couch, with 
Matthews also convert¬ 
ing. 

Although a convinc¬ 
ing win in the end, cred¬ 
it must go to Maesteg 
Celtic who battled hard 
throughout the game and 
deserved to get some¬ 
thing out of it. 

PB 
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IRELAND STAR PUTS ATHLETIC 
UNDER-14s THROUGH THEIR PACES 


BRIDGEND Athletic RFC under-14s were put 
through their paces at a training session with Ireland 
international Tommy Bowe and prop Aaron Jarvis, 
both from the Ospreys. 

Bowe, one of the most dynamic players in international rugby, 


joined in the training session and assisted with moves and tips for 
the squad. 

A club spokesman said: “We would like to thank Tom Cole, of 
Ospreys regional development, for organising the session. 

“It was a great evening, all players involved enjoyed the night 
- even in the mud and the rain!” 


Porthcawl 
youth pushed 
by the Quins 


Porthcawl RFC Youth 

5 

Cardiff Quins 

3 


RIGHT: Connor Rees offloading in the tackle 


AFTER a long 
Christmas break, 
the young 

Seaweeds were glad 
to get a game under 
their belt. 

Cardiff Quins arrived 
at South Road with a 
side made up of all sec¬ 
ond and third year play¬ 
ers, and had had a good 
first half to the season, 
so Porthcawl were 
expecting a tough physi¬ 
cal encounter 

With a cold wind 
against them, the young 
Seaweeds coped very 
well against the bigger 
team, and matched the 
visitors in all facets of 
the game. 

Both teams were 
rusty; however, a scintil¬ 
lating passage of play by 


Porthcawl with numer¬ 
ous offloads led to a 
ruck in the opponents’ 
22 . 

Lock Owen Wright 
came away with the ball 
and beat a number of 
defenders to score an 
excellent team try. 

The rest of the first 
half was very even, with 
both defences working 
tirelessly to keep each 
other out. 

The second half start¬ 
ed with Porthcawl win¬ 
ning the territory battle. 
However a forage into 
the Seaweeds half by the 
Quins caused a bit of 
pressure and the home 
side conceded a penalty 
which was successfully 
converted. From that 
moment on the game 
was played in the Quins 


Success for 
Pencoed RFC 
under-15s 


PENCOED under- 
15s travelled up to 
the Green Stars for 
Sunday’s match, 
and had to fight 
against the gale 
force winds, as well 
as the Aberavon 
pack. 

In the first half, it was 
slow to start for both 
teams, but Jac Briggs 
grabbed the ball from 
the ruck and got over 
the try line for 
Pencoed's first try of the 
day, which was success¬ 
fully converted by Alex 
King. The first half 
ended 7-0. 

In the second half, 
Aberavon Green Stars 
got a penalty, and then 
Jason Clatworthy bat¬ 
tled through the forces 
to score Pencoed's sec¬ 
ond try of the day. 


Both sides put in 
some good runs, and the 
Pencoed attack battled 
hard against the Green 
Stars defence. This 
allowed Patrick Canham 
to run the length of the 
field to score Pencoed's 
third try of the day, 
which was converted by 
Chris Cooper. 

The end result was 19 
- 3 to Pencoed. 

Squad: James 

Merchant, Owain 
Clarke, Scott Ewing, 
Morgan Jefferies, Josh 
Maunder, Jac Briggs, 
Daniel Maiden, Rhys 
Brownsell, Chris 

Cooper, Alex King, 
Lewis Brennan, Patrick 
Canham, Jason 

Clatworthy, Jonathan 
Clatworthy, Jordan Fox, 
Ellis Griffiths, Morgan 
Jones and Jack Pope. 

JM 



half. 

Unfortunately, a 
number of opportunities 
for the home side were 
missed due to handling 
errors close to the line 
and penalty points were 
not taken when they 
should have been. 

This can be put down 
to a combination of dif¬ 
ficult conditions and 


ring rustiness. 

With time running out 
the Cardiff side tried to 
play from their own half, 
but superb defence by 
the home side knocked 
them back every time. 

The final whistle 
blew and the young 
Seaweeds had come 
through this battle 
knowing they had been 


in a game and credit 
must be given to the 
away side who were 
powerful throughout. 

All in all, an excellent 
game by both and one 
that will benefit each of 
them as they restart their 
respective league cam¬ 
paigns. 

PB 


Bryncethin under- 11s 
in Pontyclun thriller 


A fresh morning brought a 
scintillating game of rugby as 
Bryncethin and Pontyclun 
under-lls went at each other 
with commitment and skill 
aplenty. 

A cagey opening saw both sets of 
players throwing everything at each 
other. There was some excellent 
defensive work with Luke Thomas, 
Josh Napper, Rhys Davies and Morgan 
Rimron all making some excellent 
tackles. 

The Bryncethin backs were getting 
plenty of ball and it was quickly 
passed through the hands to allow 
Daniel Osarigie to open the scoring. 

This was quickly followed by 
another super move with Jack Thomas 
and Keiron Dixon combining to set 
Morgan Stevens free. Unfortunately 
Bryncethin were denied on this occa¬ 
sion with the covering defence just 
getting to Morgan in the corner. 

Not to be outdone, the home side 
applied plenty of pressure and were 
rewarded with an equalising score 
soon after. 

More quick possession allowed 
Daniel to cross for his second try of 
the match and Bryncethin were soon 
to score again through Scott Ryall fol¬ 
lowing good work by Aaron Thomas. 

Pontyclun were not to be taken 
lightly and they struck back soon after 
to close the gap. With Finlay Mullens 
pulling the strings at scrum half the 
ball was getting to the right areas 
quickly. This allowed Daniel to com¬ 
plete a first half hat trick to give 


Bryncethin a 24 - 12 lead at the break. 

There was to be more of the same in 
the second half. Some fresh legs for 
Bryncethin meant that the same pace 
was kept up. Josh Thomas, Tomas 
Jones and Jak Thomas all made an 
immediate impact but it was 
Pontyclun who scored first to close the 
gap again. 

The ball was being spun wide at 
every opportunity and only good 
defence kept Luke Lockyer out. 
Another barnstorming run saw Scott 
Ryall score his second of the match 
but still Pontyclun hit back. 

With only one score between the 
teams it was left to Daniel and his 
fourth try to settle the match in favour 
of Bryncethin, 38-26. 

A pulsating display from both teams 
gave the watching supporters a 
thrilling game. 

The Bryncethin coaches were 
delighted with the performance and 
while there are still parts of the game 
they need to work on, all of the players 
can be proud of their mornings work. 
Well played to all the boys. 

Man of the match: Daniel Osarigie 
- a stunning performance from the 
captain. Excellent in defence and 
untouchable in attack 

Squad: Daniel Osarigie, Aaron 
Thomas, Josh Napper, Jack Thomas, 
Finlay Mullens, Morgan Rimron, Luke 
Lockyer, Tomas Jones, Rhys Davies, 
Luke Thomas, Scott Ryall, Morgan 
Stevens, Jak Thomas, Keiron Dixon 
and Josh Thomas. 

RH 


Phoenix on 
the rise against 
Blackwood 



Hannah Brunskill, Leigh Francis 
and Jade Mullen defend. 
PHOTOS BY JULIE HANCOCK 


PENCOED PHOENIX 28 
BLACKWOOD LADIES 5 



Jade Mullen on the charge 


PHOENIX looked 
strong at the set 
piece in the opening 
quarter. 

They moved the ball 
to left wing Hannah 
Seward following a 
good scrum, Seward 
showing a clean pair of 
heels to the Blackwood 
defence before being 
felled by a reckless high 
tackle, leaving the match 
official no option but to 
award a penalty try; Jade 
Mullen converted. 

Phoenix were territo¬ 
rially on top during this 
period, and following 
driving play from their 
pack, Natalie O'Shea 
crashed over; Mullen 
converted. 

Blackwood looked to 
get into the match 
through their pack, and 
Leigh Francis did well to 
stop a visitor’s charge 
from a tap penalty. 

Phoenix returned to 
the attack with flanker 
Amy Stevens unlucky 
not to get the touchdown 
following a 40 metre 
kick and chase. 

Phoenix were not to 
be denied however, and 
following a well timed 
pass from Nerys Lloyd, 
outside half Mullen sped 
away down the touchline 
from around halfway to 


score, and convert for a 
home lead of 21-0 at the 
break. 

Blackwood opened 
the second half strongly, 
keeping possession well, 
and only good tackles 
from Sarah Hughes and 
Seward kept them at bay. 

The visitors continued 
on the attack and got 
their reward with a try 
through their pack. 

As the half progressed 
on the heavy pitch, 
Phoenix finished strong¬ 
ly and flanker Stevens 


showed good skill in 
keeping the ball alive 
close to the touchline, 
finding Naiara Zubikarai 
with a one handed pass 
before more good han¬ 
dling released the sup¬ 
porting Lloyd, who 
raced over to seal a fine 
28-5 win and a season’s 
double over an experi¬ 
enced Blackwood side. 

On Sunday Phoenix 
travel to Kidwelly for a 
key league match. 

TR 


Pencoed under-14A 
win two on the bounce 


PENCOED under-14A had a 
tough weekend of cup ties and 
with the bad weather and 
Christmas period, they hadn't 
played football since the begin¬ 
ning of December. 

The first game back was away to 
Tata Steel, Port Talbot 

Pencoed started well with lots of 
early pressure, and Alex Howland was 
first to hit a lovely strike but the keep¬ 
er just got his fingertips to it to keep it 
from going in. 

Pencoed's pressure was excellent 
and they soon got a well-worked goal 
scored by Lewis Butler. 

Connor Goldsworthy was next to 
score with Ben Clarke getting the third 
goal for a halftime score of 3-0 
Pencoed 

The second half started very much 
like the first with Pencoed playing 
excellent football, and Mason Roach 
scored to give Pencoed a 4-0 lead. 

Ben Gwyther scored a cracking 
goal to make it 5-0 and Pencoed 
looked unstoppable and their passing 
was superb. 

Alex Howland got goal six with 
Dylan Barratt getting the seventh. Ben 
Gwyther got his second of the game 
and Rhys Edwards grabbed Pencoed’s 


ninth and final goal. 

In the second game we travelled to 
Penydarren in the Federation Cup. 

Pencoed started well and created 
chances from the kick off and it was¬ 
n't long until Ben Gwyther was firstt 
on the score sheet to give Pencoed a 1- 
0 lead. 

Again Pencoed’s passing was 
superb and they didn't let Penydarren 
get much of the ball. 

Mason Roach got a second and 
third goal, and Connor Goldsworthy 
got the fourth goal with another com¬ 
ing soon after from Lewis Butler. Just 
before half time Mason Roach scored 
his hat trick giving Pencoed a 6-0 lead 
going into half time. 

In the second half Pencoed made a 
few changes, with Tom Millar scoring 
a lovely individual goal, giving 
Pencoed a 7-0 lead. 

Pencoed got a little lost and started 
to make silly errors which resulted in 
an own goal being scored, but Ben 
Clarke slotted the ball in the back of 
the net for a final score of 
Penydarren 1, Pencoed 8. 

Again Penydarren never gave up 
and kept playing; another big thank 
you to Penydarren for the hospitallity. 

CG 
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Sim up to Sky TV with u 
Ht&Sky+irHO lot 

DUSTINS Sky CltttMH8f 
ft HO apgriidB only ttO 

✓ Oomntc d Comftareial 

✓ OtoTAIHUK for C«(» 

✓ 24 Hoir f U«r» Sirvci 

✓ 13 Hnriti CtuKinlM 

/ HUI Inliiten 

FREE ESTIMATES 
SAME DAY SERVICE 


Digital aerials stiptilici 91 compotitfvo prices 
SKY Repairs adiuslsisnls soil installations 
MftsSfty^ si59 oo is Your Aortal Installer_ P 

Conlidirilkr a# Airul ImtallarB 
Cim iwIV Mw ClmAtif' 
vitin^ induiliY CUnchnarl A*r«« 
C «tt« aw Acc«»»crm? 


Vale of Clamorga 
end 



01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 



This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 
' Blinds 

•Shuners 
•Awnings SOlat 

•Canopies bUndS 


SOLAR 

North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 



TGie /tooaiO ita 

im\ msm D 

% Digital Aerials 
% Repairs & Upgrades 
% Affordable Prices 
% Reliable Service 
% OAP Discounts 
% Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 



VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07772206399 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES ■ FREE ESTIMATES ■ OAP DISCOUNTS ■ 7 DAY SERVICE 
COVERING ALL AREAS 


Barry Aerials 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

HBB ' Poor Rece P tion Fixetl 
C * OAP Discounts 

• Additional TV Points 
« Digital Aerial Installations 
« Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Installations 




LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 



ital 

Aerials : 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 747875/743267 


ALL PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 
UNDERTAKEN PLUS 

• Plastering • Roofing 

• Upvc Fascias 
& Guttering 

• Painting • Decking 

• Fencing 


BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNIT 3 & 4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


VALE BLINDS(Wales,Ltd 

SALE NOW ON 


Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 
Venetian Blinds • Roman B lin ds 
Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 
Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 
Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 



Unit ID, Hepworth 
Park, Coed Cae Lane 
Ind Est, CF72 9DX 

BRIDGEND 

01656 858 143 

CARDIFF 

02921 155009 

LLANTRISANT 

01443 237753 


inrnces 


Perfect Fit 
onservatory Blinds 

Pleated 

Venetian Blinds 

Roman Blinds 

Roller Blinds 

Vertical Blinds 

Wooden Blinds 


bargainblinds_@hotmail.co.uk 
www.bargain I blinds.co.uk 




< Soflayamg] ©ocpwa©©s 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

» 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.buildersihotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


DP. 

BUILDING 

SERVICES 

* Kitchens • Bathrooms 

* Extensions • Plastering 

* Carpentry • Joinery 

* Roofing • Brickwork 

* Conservatories 

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


s - 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing , 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 713737 
or 07920 195775 


MORE 
BUILDERS 
ON NEXT 
PAGE 





CliW^oogA 

Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


Chimney 

Sweep 


The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 

HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


• VWiM • fe»t»U • VWMM 


Call now for a FREE appointment 

0800 916 6563 

www.hillftrysxo.uii n , -| m i 


®Hillarys 


me @ 

guildofmastersweeps 


Plan your 2012 Marketing with Me GEM 
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Q & 

GRAB i 

PLANT HIRE m> 

HI VALE ENTERPRISE CENTRE, HAYES R0 P SULLY 



HD Computet 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

"cryetal-It* 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 

AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 


^ ‘Domestic and 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering CommerciaC 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 



The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 



GUTTER CLEANING 



01446 741460 
07830 480569 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed I 
|loc«/, reliable & Profes sional] 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
- Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VALE CARPETS 

(dot corner to- yooc 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


Septic Tank * 
Cesspit Emptying * 
Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

yk “I""" 

Domestic 
I I Installer 

l_I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefTeU@hotmail.co.uk 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 
SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


lUCTtnibii® ituaaMH 


MPN Windows, your local Network $ 
VEKA member is t recommended 
by Steve Davis $ # $ ^ $ 


/1 im -it 

(Established Family Business) 

uwHiiM bksssih & rvnmn 

BCl iTsTMRnTr S f' ’/J ™ !■■■■■■■■■ 


Why renew when you can repair! 

Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


/STEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 

Fora „ Internal 

Free & External 

Quote... W. Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 

mL Fully qualified. 

"01446 795520 
07891 768151 f 




ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 
Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 

K. WATKINS 

Electrical Services « 

WE DO NOT COVER BARRY 

Bridgend 650723 


lit 

im 

Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 

( LANE WISE ' 

DRIVING SCHOOL 

The GEM 

Reaching 
the people 
from Penarth 
to Porthcawl 

First 3 hours 
from £30 
First 10 hours 
from £120 

FOR TOTAL 
BEGINNERS 

01446 719555 
l 07798 501267 > 




LECTRICAL SERVICES 

ndrew Lenthall - 07890 772079 
Aaron Rogers - 07825 778776 

Reliable, Qualified Service 
Emergency Call-outs 

• Free Quotations 

• Certification, Inspection & Testing 

• Installations including: Rewires, 
Showers, Cookers, Sockets & Lighting 

• Commercial & Domestic 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
email: aaelectrical 1 @ hotmail.co.uk 



Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

R . J . B . 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, 
Security. Pat Testing. 

Mains Board Changing from £249 
Mobile: 

07885 347642 min Ell 
01446 771655 I 


National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


Approved Contractor 


ELECTRICAL 

■REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


LAING 


Electrical 
Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms, Design, 
Installation, 
Maintenance 
N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 
Competitive prices 

Mobile 07980 712777 


INSTAL 

ELECTRIC 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Testing & Inspection 

* Fault Finding * Installations 

* Maintenance * Repairs 


LLl 

AL 


Limited Offer: 


Fuse Board 


Replacement 

-- 

- £349 in VAT 



01446421072 
07816 091425 


MAPI! 


0% FINANCE 




FREE 

VERTICAL BLINDS 

v Offer only with this voucher 


Doors,Windows, Conservatories 
Garage Conversions, 

Repairs & Installations 
Prices you can’t afford to miss! 






www.mpnwindows.com 


MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 

01446 439212*01656 648464*02920 508770 

E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Bridgend Showroom: Cardiff Showroom: 

I Oa Ewenny Road, Unit 2, Leckwith Rd, 
~ Bridgend CF31 3HL Cardiff CF11 8AP 
Free conservatory design service available 


Opening hours 9am to 9pm 7 days a week 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am ■ 8 pm (7 days) 


Window Tec UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


mm 


Washing Machines Electric 
J Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 744117 


PJ CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
7T Bridgend 659354 £ 07974 120082 
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K 

“fT) GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING 

L SERVICES 


V 

WWW, 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 

.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


Tomplelr (ianlen Srvieei 

M.v Vi • ittTKIM • HIH-S MIUUX IlhlKd % 
A\l> LAWNi • * ALU. KTH* AND KIKiS 

Mvpbimr: 01446 4194>H 
..r»T?65 6l|753 

BE2X.^&?3BBi 


WINTER STORMS 

Fence down or damaged? 

Replacement posts, panels, boards and all pressure 
treated timber fence components, available ex-stock from 

Forest Products Ltd 

Crossways Estate, Llantwit Major Road, 
COWBRIDGE.Tel: 01446 773399 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm; Saturday 9am-12 noon. 


Uorticuttur* 

SALES • SERVICE - REPAIRS - SPARES 

1AM* tfOWFR* • WO&4M ■ CNAWSAMtt 
SrWWfFttS AMD O40OM ACCSSSOfHTS 

WINTER SERVICE SPECIALS 

* 1*5 tec Snli 

Most makos vorvctd and no pa mod 


Vak Buimu Park, 
C^brldgs CF71 7PF 

Tali 01446 77B602 


Bridge 

Vue 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Unbeatable Prices 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


The 


Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 






Blocked Drains? 

Emergency Drain Cleaning 
and Repair Service 

Local family business 

FAST RELIABLE 24/7 

If you suspect you have a problem, 
call us for free advice 

• Sceptic tank maintenance 

and installation r\AAAr* 

• CCTV surveys 01 446 

• Blockages cleared ccnnQQ 

• Drain repairs OOUUyO 


J P EDWARDS 

PLUMBING A 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns gMg 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


01446 790127 07719 605526 

nut MO CAU Ut f 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 i 
01446 740176 53440 


‘DC Plumbing 

NO call out charge 
Flexible hours 
No job too small 

I Qm w 

we # orrtittf** 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

— 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^ 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. < 

Fast, Friendly Service. 301616 




M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured" 



S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing 

• LPG Specialists 230141 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, iy Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 




m 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


The GEW 







Power 
Flush 
'Specialist 


Give your Central 
Heating System a 
new lease of life 


Competitive Prices 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


CLASSICAL 

GUITAR 

LESSONS 

In your own home 

Mark Gardiner 
BMus (Hons) 
RWCMD 
CRB Checked 

Tel: 07834 407911 



yJapjjDhW . 

j*nil dhurid ” 



JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 

794266 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition of 
English, French and Spanish 
to both children and adults 
(beginners up to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 



Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too small 

Tel: 07779 
598844 
or 01446 
421006 215639 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 


► New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.sjLveyroofing.co.uk 


I 


JMC Ryan A Son 

Roofing 


From Cidmatot wwmjmtr, 

Slating and fifing 
uPVC Guttering / fascias 
Chhtmay Ropafro 
Load VaUoym / Flashing* 
flat Roofing Specialists 
V Tot C1ASS TMJJt 


Q 


Nice Man, Cheap Van 

(Luton Van with Tail Lift) - Best Prices 



Tel: 01446 794279 or 02920 450118 
Mobile: 07570 931487 
www.discountvanman.co.uk 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONEWIRING 

Local Telephone and Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 

Internet connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


Established oygr 23years 

‘Lifestyle 

^ S Martyn Hacker 

SPECIALIST WALL AND FLOOR CERAMIC 
AND NATURAL STONE TILING 
PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE SERVICE 

□ 07816 668076 or 01446 792676 

martynhacker05@hotmail.co.uk 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists \a 
F ull Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 s 
www.bonnytiler.co.uk ™ 




ii-ririril/nJ ► 


INST 
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SKIP HIRE LTL 

Mini, Midi & Large Builders Skips 
Delivered and Collected 

Discount ONLY on 
Hardcore Skips f ; 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 
ALSO AVAILABLE 



Tipper Hire & Digger Hire 
also available 

We Can Help! 

Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Saturday 
8am - 1pm 



liririJrit/nJ 


Possibly the 
cheapest Skips 
in South Wales 


Abacus 


Your local skip hire company 

£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 


100% Wood/Stone/Soil 


2 yard £79 

3 yard £89 

4 yard £99 

6 yard £119 

8 yard £149 

14 yard £189 

Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 
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SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 

£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


Avoid the cell - 

USE A&L! 


ft 


We buy any: 

Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, Scrap Metal etc 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price locally for: Copper, 
Lead. Brass, Aluminium, Stainless Steel, 
Household Wire, Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 

Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


[ ^ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


DH Solutions-Cash For Scrap 


ALL VEHICLES BOUGHT FROM 
YOUR HOME OR WORKPLACE, 
FLEXIBLE COLLECTION TIMES. 


£170 minimum 
tip to £20,000 


Cas h on collec tion 

All vehicle quotes on a complete vehicle 
basis with factory components. 


£100 

any vehicles pre-1993/L Reg 


Batteries & Catalytic Converters Bought 
No wheels? No problem! Open 24 hours 

www.dhsolutionscash4scrap.co.uk 


08453 047117/07785 943145 


Llandow Metals 


LICENSED FACILITY 


Call: 01446 792669 or 07966 171840 




SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 



TO LET 

Self contained 
1 bedroomed 

FURNISHED FLAT 

£75 pw 

No DSS 

01446 407008 


LOST 

Barry 

Ginger & White 
Male Cat 

with gold collar. Neutered, 
microchipped with magnetic 
tag. Last seen 12 Jan 2012. 

Tel: 07930 045192 


HOtJSf] 

TO LET x 

Nr. Holton Road 
BARRY 

Large 3 Bedroomed Terrace 
GCH, DG, Fitted Kitchen 
& Bathroom 
Bond & References 

07788 455656 


K\ 
\ 


COUNTER/YARD 
SALES PERSON 

Required for busy 
timber yard & shop 

Applicants must be numerate, reasonably computer 
literate and capable of working within a team. Duties 
involve working outdoors and can be physically 
demanding. Fork-truck operator’s license will be an 
advantage but is not essential as full training will be 
provided. Hours: 8am-5pm Mon-Fri. 9am-12 noon Sat. 
Applications, in writing, with CV to: 

Forest Products Ltd., Crossways Estate, Llantwit 
Major Road, Cowbridge CF72 7LJ. 

For the attention of Richard Belby or by e-mail to: 
cowbridge@forest-products.co.uk 


Assistant Accounts 
Clerk required 

Local company seeks experienced person to assist 
in friendly relaxed office on Brynmenyn Industrial 
Estate. Applicants must be proficient in MS Word, 
Excel and Sage. Flexible 30 hours per week, 
payscale £6.50 per hour. Start date 30th January. 
Please forward CV to 

accounts @ andyd ixonf aci I ities.co.uk 

All applications will be responded to. 


Administration 

Assistant 

£Competitive 

RWE npower, 
Aberthaw 

A vacancy currently exists 
for a high calibre individual 
to work providing 
administrative services to 
the Management Team 
and site functions. This is 
both a demanding and 
challenging position 
involving regular 
interaction with outside 
organisations and internal 
functions. Typical duties 
will include secretarial and 
admin duties including 
diary management, 
arranging appointments 
and meetings for the 
Management Team and 
organising travel, hotel 
accommodation, 
currency etc. 
Previous secretarial 
experience is essential 
and RSA or similar 
qualifications are 
preferred, together with 
high-level skills in the 
use of Word, PowerPoint 
and Excel. 

For more information 
and to apply, visit 

www.npowerjobs.com 


Busy but friendly 
Barry Conveyancing 
practice require an 

EXPERIENCED 

CONVEYANCING 

SECRETARY 

Please write enclosing 
CV and current 
salary to: 

Box No. 1 GEM 


LLANDOUGH 

Penlan Road, Cardiff 

Very large, traditional 
3-bed semi. 
Immaculate throughout. 
Bargain £249,950 
Part ex possible up or down. 
Office 01254 265550 
Anytime 0792 479418 


Beech Tree Inn 

Culverhouse Cross 

requires 

Commis Chef/ 
Apprentice 

Fantastic opportunity to 
join an experienced, 
award-winning team. 

Call us now on 
029 2059 3106 

www.thebeechtreeinn.info 


FULL AND P/T 
CARE WORKERS 
REQUIRED 

IN THE VALE OF 
GLAMORGAN 
(Particularly Llantwit 
Major & St Athan). 
Excellent rates of pay. 
Full training provided. 
Must be a car owner. 
Contact: 
Bluebird Care 
02920 590 444 


Wanted: Part 
Time Cleaner 

COWBRIDGE 
TOWN CENTRE 
Two mornings per week. 
References required. 

Tel: 01446 774677 
or 07885 283002 


TO LET 

BARRY 

ISLAND 

Luxury two 
bedroom loft style 
apartment wit hin easy 
access of beach and 
parks. Sea views. Fully 
furnished, secure parking. 
Entry phone system. 
Bond & references 
required. 

No DSS - Over 26 only. 

£525pcm 

Tel: 07912 138342 


PUBLIC 

NOTICE 

The Wolf Furniture 
Company Ltd 

trading as 

Foy and Company 
Interiors 
of Unit 8B Vale 
Business Park, 
Llandow, Cowbridge, 
Vale of Glamorgan, 
CF71 7PF 

is applying for licence to 
use the aforementioned 
address as an operating 
centre for two goods 
vehicles. 

Owners or occupiers of 
land (including buildings) 
near the operating cen¬ 
tre, who believe their use 
or enjoyment of the land 
would be affected, 
should make written rep¬ 
resentations to the Traffic 
Commissioner at Hill 
Crest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF stating their 
reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. 

Representors must at 
the same time send a 
copy of their representa¬ 
tions to the applicant at 
the address given at the 
top of this notice. A guide 
to making representa¬ 
tions is available from 
the Traffic 

Commissioner’s Office. 


Happy 15 th Birthday 

on January 24 


Stephanie 

Jones 

All our love. 
Nan & Gramps 

xxxx 


I 




The ladies and children of 
pRllOW PLAYGROUP 
would like to thank 

Lillian Barratn 

for her hard work and dedication 
over the last 30 years. 

Best wishes and good luck in your 
new home across the border, xxx 




SANDERS 

Derek 

Peacefully on January 13th at the Princess 
Wales Hospital, Bridgend after a six week illness. 
Grateful thanks to the nursing and medical team 
for the excellent care. 

Derek was the beloved husband of the late Eileen, 
dad to Colin, Elizabeth and Andrew, a grandad to 
nine grandchildren. He was a special person who 
will be greatly missed by all. 

Funeral Service Tuesday, January 24th at 11am at Holy 
Cross Church, Cowbridge followed by cremation at 
Coychurch Crematorium at 12 noon. 

Family flowers only. 


JAMES 

Edna Irene 

Peacefully at University Hospital of Wales Cardiff 
on January 12th, Edna of Arthur Street, Barry but 
formerly of Borough Avenue, Barry. 

Dearly beloved wife of the late Stanley, much loved 
mum of David, Linda, Jeff and Hilary, adored nan to all 
her grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
Resting at A.G. Adams & Son, Tynewydd Funeral 
Home, Gladstone Road, Barry until her service in the 
Chapel on Wednesday, February 1st at 11.00am 
followed by cremation at the Vale of Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Barry at 12 noon. Flowers may be sent 
to die Funeral Home. 


HARRIS 

Jean (Nee Curtis) 

23.01.1922- 14.01.2012 
Peacefully on 14th January 2012, aged 89 years. 
Formerly of Dock View Road, Barry. Wife of the 
late Reg Harris, much loved Mother to Michael, 
David & the late Leah & Christopher. Mother in 
law to Mary & Pat, cherished sister to Grace, Gwen, 
Hubert, Bill, Bryn, Frank, Graham & Edwin. 
Delighted grandmother & great grandmother. 
Resting at AG Adams & Son Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry until the service in the chapel 
on Wednesday 25th January 2012 at 12.30pm 
followed by a co mm ittal service at the Vale of 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry at 1.30pm. Colourful 
attire to be worn please. Family flowers only please. 

Donations may be sent to Ty Hafan 
Children’s Hospice, St Hilary Court, Copthorne Way, 
Culverhouse Cross, Cardiff CF5 6ES. 
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Happy Birthdi 

Carolyn 
Bailey 

on 20th January, 2012 

HAVE A GREAT DAT! 

From all your friends at 

"Tl I'D TTElYI 



MfeQoa Jw 

ADVERTISE HERE £12 inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. To 
take advantage of this offer simply either send in your 
description along with a cheque for the appropriate 
amount made payable to The Glamorgan GEM’ at The 
GEM, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL 
or telephone us with your wording by 12 noon Tuesday. 
All major credit cards accepted. Tel 01446 774484. 
Advert must contain a residential land line telephone 
number. You may alter your advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are given. 




Ideal for John Wayne 
Collectors 

1 boxed set (5 dvd) 
unopened £15 
2 volume sets 
(2 dvd’s in each) £6 each 

1 set x 12 dvd’s £20 
25 dvd’s £40 
All in original condition 
or all for £80 

01446 420966 * 


Electric 

Circulation 

Booster 

Hardly used. 
Excellent condition. 

£50 

01446 710573 


Kiddie Care Cot 
(as new) £50 
Car Seat, High Chair, 
Booster Seat, Stair 
Gate etc. Prices from 
£5 to £30. 

Call 01446 751725 

after 5pm 

or 07775 737136 3/ 


CARTIER PASHA 

Sea Timer Ladies 
White Strap 

WATCH 

Cost £2,700 

Sell £2,200 

(Brand new unused) 


Dining Table 
& 4 Chairs 

Suitable kitchen/conservatory, 
white french painted, Italian 
tiles insert. 

£110 

01656 656041 


Italian Leather 

3 Piece Suite 

Chocolate Brown 

Brand new unwanted gift. 
Still wrapped. Cost £1,250. 

Accept £430 

Can deliver. 

Tel: 07733 026407 2/3 


3 door mirrored 
wardrobe & 

2 chests in white 

VGC 

£95 

Hotpoint fridge 
freezer 

& Hotpoint wash¬ 
ing machine 

both approx 2 yrs old, lit¬ 
tle used. 

£85 each 

01446 796681 


Cramer 

UPRIGHT 

PIANO 

No longer used. 
Free to good home. 
Need to collect. 

01446 774532 


Days Escape 
lightweight 
wheelchair 

with detachable fleece 
armrest pads - excellent 
condition. 

£100 ono 
Basket Weave 
Comode 

Cream & Taupe colour - 
excellent condition. 

£100 ono 

02920 892062 


Conservatory 
Wicker Furniture 

Complete 5 piece wicker 
conservatory set consist¬ 
ing of a 2 seater sofa, 2 
chairs, coffee table and 
magazine rack.VGC. 

£90 

07974 010258 
01446 742756 


Adjustable, 
reclining 
SINGLE BED 

Electronically con¬ 
trolled, immaculate 
condition. 

£175 ono 
07878 434970 

(After 6pm) 2/1 


36” Sky 
Slimline TV 
£100 

2 seater leather 

Sofa 

Brown, new 

£200 

01656 890489 


Centaur 4600XS 
Mobility Scooter 

with lights, very good 
condition, regularly 
serviced. 

£450 ono 

01446 710901 


barry-today.co. u k 
oowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co. u k 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


















































































































































36 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/semnews • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, January 19th, 2012 


New captain at RAF St Athan Golf Club 



I, 


_ 


_ 


“FORE!” 

New captain Steve Hopkins prepares to 
split the fairway with his ceremonial drive. 

m 




Sea angling club help to 
raise money for charity 


DOW Corning Sea Angling Club held an 
open sea fishing match at Cold Knap and 
Porthkerry beaches to raise money for 
Ashgrove school for autistic children. 

Around 100 anglers turned up on an overcast, dry 
day with a slight easterly wind which can be the 
curse for many an angler! 

At the end of the match, 30 anglers brought fish 
to the scales and it was local man and Sea View 
Lads member Aidey Harris who caught 141b 6ozs 
of fish, which included a fine 131b 13ozs conger eel 
to win. 

Second was Gerald John of Gwent/Dow Corning 
SAC with a 91b bag of whiting and dogfish. 

Third was local angler and tackle shop owner Ray 
Christoferato, who weighed in with 71b 14ozs of 
whiting and dogfish. The weigh in was at the Ship 
Inn. 

Besides fishing prizes, there was also a raffle in 
which Dow Corning employees, anglers, friends and 
family raised £600. 

The anglers also raised £500, plus a £500 dona¬ 
tion from Dow Corning, which raised a total of 
£1,600 with the help from the following: Sea View 
Lads, Aspinall Angling Supplies, Barry Angling, 
Holton Road Angling, Bob’s Tackle, Ewenny 
Angling, Anchorman Charters, The Football 
Association of Wales, Mike O’Shea (Glamorgan 
Cricket), Cardiff Blues, LME, Redhall, Severn, 


Barrivale Bridge 
Club latest results 


THE latest results 
from Barrivale 
Bridge Club are as 
follows: 

Tuesday, January 10 - 
first, Mike Close and 
Mick Green with 66.67 
per cent; second, Mark 
Roderick and Mike Best 
(58.93) and third, Joan 


Jen ki ns and Tim Barsby 
(54.17). Mike & Mick 
also won on handicap 
New members are 
always welcome at 
Barrivale. Anyone inter¬ 
ested should telephone 
01446 733425, or call at 
the Pioneer Hall, Beryl 
Road, Barry, at 7 p.m. 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Bpper* 

TrtrwMs 

WIT Transporters 


Jumbo Vans 
Luton Remcr#* 
Vans 

Tipper trucfca 



Cra«r oab dfopsttos 



(01656) 

660160 


Full data*!* avalatio on our website 

www.wickvanhirexo.uk 


DBI, Q&A, Rims Motors, SHS, C&P, Simms 
Garage, The Cherry Orchard, Master Fryer, Rhys T 
Davies, Asprou Hairdressers, Marshall’s Butchers, 
Tony Gwyther, Steve Rees, Gerald John, Bob 
Radman, Mrs Baker and Nicky Sjodin. 

JL 


Barry under-14s 
reach the cup 
quarter finals! 


For the second year 
running, the Barry 
under-14s have 
reached the quarter 
finals of the Blues 
Cup, having sound¬ 
ly beaten mid-Wales 
opposition 
Gwernyfed 39-0 at 
the Reservoir Field 
on Sunday, January 
15. 

Opting to play against 
the wind Barry started 
well and the forwards 
soon got into their stride, 
gaining a valuable 
foothold in the opposi¬ 
tion’s half and releasing 
quick ruck ball for the 
backs to launch some 
decent penetrating 
attacks. 

Punching across the 
gain line time after time 
soon paid dividends and 
full-back Josh Kemp 
crossed for Barry’s first 
try of the half, converted 
by captain Cameron 
Gibbon. 

Capitalising on 

Barry’s speed and superi¬ 
or skill in the back divi¬ 
sion, Gibbon crossed for 
two well deserved tries 


bringing the half time 
score to 17-0. 

At the start of the sec¬ 
ond half Gwernyfed 
came out firing on all 
cylinders but Barry’s 
effective defence kept 
them at bay despite their 
valiant efforts. 

The green and whites 
then turned on the screws 
and a try apiece for 
Gibbon and Lloyd James 
at inside-centre gave 
them a 27 point cushion. 

The home side turned 
to their bench to bring on 
some fresh legs and Sam 
Green, Lewis 

Hazelwood, Oliver 

Jenkins, Callum Lee and 
Morgan Wheeler made a 
positive impact in the last 
quarter. 

A try apiece for 
Callum Mickelsen on the 
wing and Iwan Baker at 
number 6 sealed the 
game at 39-0. Barry now 
hold their breath for the 
quarter final draw. 

If you are an experi¬ 
enced rugby player and 
are looking to join Barry 
RFC under-14s please 
contact loan Evans on 


07764256428. 

IE 


COWBR1DGE CAR BUYER 


Will Buy Any Cur, 

I Lix%lr fire, 

Sa\r* PX, or filing privAU'lv 

Top pricers, jxinl cash 

MYLES BROWNING 

07769508517 




RAF St Athan Golf 
Club recently held 
the traditional ‘cap¬ 
tain’s drive-in’ with 
several dozen mem¬ 
bers assembling to 
witness the event. 

As is customary, BJ 
Hawkins relinquished the 
captain’s jacket and pre¬ 
sented it to Steve 
Hopkins, who takes the 
helm throughout the 
coming year, ably assist¬ 
ed by newly appointed 
vice-captain Hugh 
Williams. 

Steve appeared 

relaxed on the first tee, 
and impressed the spec¬ 
tators with a magnificent 
drive down the fairway 
which resulted in Steve 
Kenyon being the lucky 
recipient of a bottle of 
whisky for correctly esti¬ 
mating where the cap¬ 
tain’s drive would settle. 

With the formalities 
over, the Pee Wee com¬ 
petition was then played 
in high spirits with a 
four-ball-better-ball cap¬ 
tain versus vice format. 

The vice-captain’s 
team usually comes 
through the strongest in 
this event, but Steve was 
ecstatic at the end of the 
match to discover his 
team were the victors. 

Presentations took 
place at the notorious 


19th hole with Mike 
Whilding and Chris 
Davies representing the 
vice-captain, the overall 
winning pair carding a 
magnificent 47 stable- 
ford points. 

Team players for the 
captain, Rob Ford and 
Ray Morgan, were 
nudged into second place 
with a very respectable 
46 points. 

Two’s money was 
awarded to six golfers; 
Gerhard Thomas, Roger 
Davidge, Mike Edwards, 
Rob Ford, Phil Rees and 
Shaun Wilson. 

The clubhouse 

remained the venue for 
the rest of the day where 
the trophy, a chamberpot 
laden with alcohol, was 
passed around the win¬ 
ners. The challenging 
team excelled with their 
assistance in consuming 
the contents of the pot 
and starting the jovial 
sing-a-long that followed 
and continued into the 
early evening. 

RAF St Athan Golf 
Club is a traditional 
members club; new mem¬ 
bers of all ages and abil¬ 
ities are warmly wel¬ 
comed. For more infor¬ 
mation please contact the 
club manager on 01446 
751043. 

CAROL MORGAN 
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2010 Mini One 
Minimalist 

Black 1.6. Manufacturer 
fitted John Cooper Sports 
Body kit and alloy wheels, 
18,000 miles, excellent 
condition. 

£10,500 

07989 409589 M 


52 Citroen 
Xsara Picasso 

New MOT, 5 months 
Tax, one owner, ABS, 
climate control, airbags, 
alloys. 100,000 miles. 

£1,100 

Tel: 01446 710837 

3/4 

04 Vauxhall 
Zafira 1.6 Life 

7 seater, metallic blue, 80,000 
miles, MoT Aug 2012, 
Service history, a/c, power 
steering, e/w, price to sell. 

£1,995 

01446 421147 
07900 920460 M 


55 Ford Fiesta 
Style 3-Dr 

Metallic blue, 1242cc, 
30,660 miles, MOT Oct, 
Tax March 2012. 
Super condition. 

£3,200 ono 

Tel: 01446 796329 

51 

Peugeot 106 

Blue, excellent 
condition, tax May 
2012, MoT Oct 2012. 

£995 ono 
07903 152837 a 


02 

Peugeot 206 

1400 engine, 
silver/blue, MoT 
August 2012, 85,000 
miles, clean & reliable 

£1,300 ono 

01656 722475 m 
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THE FEDS FLY HIGH 
AT RAF CRANWELL 



FEDS: Ed Halls, Zach Cleary, Jordan Tyler, Ed Smith, Jamie Harris, Lloyd Allen, Jordan Ferriday, 
George Mohammed, David Cadozo, Jasem Shinwari, Alex Bramhill, James Price and Abdi Ahmed. 



Bryn Hafren dance group ‘Adrenaline’ after their UDO National High School Street Dance 
Competition victory in Blackpool. 

Vale schools perform 
well in competition 


CARDIFF and Vale 
College’s football 
team, the FEDS, 
scored a great vic¬ 
tory at a recent 
tournament held at 
RAF Cranwell in 


Lincolnshire. 

The Football 

Education Development 
Scheme (FEDS) team 
coached by sport lectur¬ 
er James Young and gym 
assistant Matthew 

Roberts - made the long 


Tom Shanklin 
joins all-star 
charity gala 


FORMER Wales 
and Cardiff Blues 
player Tom 

Shanklin is the lat¬ 
est sporting star to 
join a panel at a 
special charity 
rugby gala dinner 
on Friday, 

February 10, two 
days before Wales’ 
Six Nations clash 
with Scotland in 
Cardiff. 

He joins former Wales 
captain Gwyn Jones and 
former Wales and 
Cardiff players Emyr 
Lewis and Brynmor 
Williams, who will give 
their views on the 
thrilling World Cup and 
forthcoming Six Nations 
tournament, plus 

answering any questions 
from guests. The MC 
will be legendary rugby 
commentator Huw 
Lly wely n-Davies. 

This special event, in 


aid of Velindre’s 
Stepping Stones Appeal 
supporting Lung Cancer 
Research, will be held at 
the Village Hotel in 
Coryton, Cardiff from 
7pm-12:30am. Tickets 
are £45 each and tables 
of 10-12 are available. 
The price includes a 
drink on arrival, three- 
course meal, Q and A 
with the panel, raffle and 
auction with some fan¬ 
tastic sporting memora¬ 
bilia. 

To book your place at 
this fantastic event 
please visit www.velin- 
drefundraising.com or 
email info@velin- 
drefundraising. com 

In January 2009 
Velindre Cancer Centre 
launched its lung cancer 
research programme (the 
Stepping Stones Appeal) 
to increase awareness of 
its work, and to raise the 
money necessary to con¬ 
tinue to fund and expand 
its research programmes. 



trek to Lincolnshire for 
the CCLO football tour¬ 
nament. 

The other three teams 
competing in the tourna¬ 
ment were South 
Birmingham College, 
Coleg Gwent’s Usk 
Campus and 

Birmingham 
Metropolitan College. 

The tournament con¬ 
sisted of two se mi -finals 
with the two successful 
teams competing in the 
final. 

In the semi-final, 
CAVC was drawn 
against Coleg Gwent 
and impressively won 
6-2, with the goals com¬ 
ing from Zach Cleary, 
Jordan Tyler, James 
Price and a hat trick 
from Ed Smith. 

In the other semi¬ 
final, Birmingham 
Metropolitan were far 
too strong for South 
Birmingham winning 
11-1. This set up a very 


competitive final 

between Birmingham 
Metropolitan and 

Cardiff and Vale 

College. 

“The final was played 
under extremely windy 
conditions with Cardiff 
and Vale playing against 
the wind in the first 
half,” James Young said. 

“We found ourselves 

2- 1 down at half time 
but with the wind behind 
us in the second half we 
were confident that we 
could get back into the 
game. 

“After a committed 
second half the final 
score was a victorious 

3- 2 to Cardiff and Vale 
College with a penalty 
from captain Ed Halls 
and a brace from Lloyd 
Allen. The CAVC team 
will return next season 
to defend their title.” 

CHRISTOPHER 

BAKER 


Evan Williams’ 
Kempton success 


LUCAINDUBAI, a 
six-year-old bay 
gelding trained by 
Llancarfan's Evan 
Williams, won the 
final race on the 
card- the Best 
Odds Guaranteed 
With 

WilliamHill.Com 
Mobile Handicap 
Hurdle at Sandown 
Park last Saturday. 

A 3-1 favourite, 
Lucaindubai, partnered 
by stable jockey Paul 
Moloney, won by half- 
a-length from 
Zafranagar and was the 
second leg of a double 
for Moloney, who earli¬ 
er in the day had been 
successful on Victor 
Dartnall's Moleskin. 

Tim Vaughan's 
J'Adhere, a winner of its 
previous race, finished 
in fourth place. 

Veteran Welsh train¬ 
er Dai Burchell won the 
previous race - William 
Hill-Home Of Betting 
Handicap Chase - with 
16-1 chance Cruchain. 

At Warwick, Ffos Las 
supremo Dai Walters 
saw his eight-year-old 
TheHillofuisneach land 


the Pertemps Handicap 
Hurdle under Paddy 
Brennen. 

TheHilloffuisneach is 
trained by Jonjo O' Neill 
and was landing a three- 
timer, and could now be 
bound the the Chel¬ 
tenham National Hunt 
Festival meeting in 
March. 

EVAN’S 
CHANGE OF 
LUCK 

LLANCARFAN’S 
Evan Williams had 
a welcome change 
of luck when his 
11-year-old bay 
gelding, American 
Cricket , got home 
by a neck, despite 
being two lengths 
down at the last, 
when landing the 
Dove Selling 
Hurdle at Leicester. 

American Cricket, 
who was ridden by sta¬ 
ble jockey Paul 
Moloney, beat the odds- 
on favourite Westin ’ 
Winds and was a 9-2 

BRIAN LEE 


DANCERS from 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan 5x60 
after school clubs 
took part in the 
UDO National High 
School Street 
Dance Competition 
recently in the 
Winter Gardens, 
Blackpool, to com¬ 
pete against many 
other schools from 
across the UK. 


The dancers, aged 
between 11-18 years, 
competed in team divi¬ 
sions to a judging panel 
of professional dancers 
and choreographers - 
Turbo from Sky One 
reality show ‘Got to 
Dance’, Lee C from 
BBC 1 TV series ‘So 
You Think You Can 
Dance’, and Twist and 
Pulse from ‘Britain’s Got 
Talent’. 

Over 400 teams from 
primary, secondary 
schools, and colleges 


Seaview Lads 
latest results 


THE year 2011 
closed with the club 
enjoying the sup¬ 
port of many mem¬ 
bers at a competi¬ 
tion fished over the 
Christmas break at 
the pebbles. 

It has been an eventful 
year, with countless extra 
curricular trips and out¬ 
ings both locally and out¬ 
side the UK, in addition 
to the once or twice 
weekly club competi¬ 
tions. 

Members have yet 
again excelled in the 
many open events fished, 
dispelling the myth that 
we are just a social club 
(even if rods were con¬ 
spicuous by their absence 
on the coach trip). 

Having said that, the 
members have also 
enjoyed some excellent 
craic and made lots of 
friends along the way. 

Over December, the 
fishing has been mixed 
from the shore, with a 
few cod coming to the 
scales along with some 
whiting. 

Old faces Johnny 
Jones and Gerald Spiteri 
have shown their class by 
making regular top six 
places including the pres¬ 
tigious Christmas com¬ 
petitions, giving the reg¬ 
ular top anglers a run for 
their money. 

During 2011, the 
boats were supported 
with most being fully 
booked well in advance, 
and some good bags 
were landed. 

Good catches contin¬ 
ued to the last boat trip, 
fished out of Penarth on 
the Benjoma 11, making 


it worthwhile for all 10 
anglers on the day. 

Sadly, our base for 
many years, the Services 
Social is closing - anoth¬ 
er victim of the recession 
- so future meetings will 
take place elsewhere 
until we agree a new 
home. 

Shore results: 

December 4: First, 
Micky Langford; 

Second, Lee Thompson; 
Third, Kev Gardener; 
Fourth, John Jones; Fifth, 
Mark Hillberg; Sixth, 
Gerald Spiteri. 

December 11: First, 
Lee Thompson; Second, 
Richard Lougher; Third, 
Micky Langford; Fourth, 
Aida Harris. 

Boat doubles for 
2011: First, Bod and lea, 
291b 12oz; Second, Dan 
and Dan, 183 lb 8oz; 
Third, Jeremy and Jake, 
1661b 4oz; Fourth, Aka 
and Jody, 1601b 8oz. 

Boat result, October 
22, 2011: First, Newrod 
Rob 521b OOoz, 

LSD, Conger, Huss; 
Second, Micky Langford 
421b OOoz, LSD, Conger; 
Third, Dan Ladner 
181b 04oz, LSD, Conger, 
Huss; Fourth, Dennis 
Day 161b OOoz, 

LSD, Conger; Fifth, 
Russ Phillips 151b 

OOoz, Conger; Sixth, 
Jake Pimme,131b 08oz, 
LSD, Conger; Seventh, 
Jeremy Pimme, 131b 
04oz, LSD, Conger, Cod; 
Eighth, lea, 131b OOoz, 
LSD, Thornback; Ninth, 
Dan Roderick, 111b 08oz, 
LSD, Conger; Tenth, 
Bod, 081b OOoz, LSD, 
Conger. JC 


entered this year across 
12 regional heats spread 
across Britain, engaging 
with over 4000 school 
children of varying ages 
and abilities. 96 teams 
and 30 duos who quali¬ 
fied took part in the final, 
across three age cate¬ 
gories (years 3-6, 7-9, 10 
-13). 

The schools that rep¬ 
resented the Vale were 
Bryn Hafren and Ysgol 
Gy fun Bro Morgannwg. 
The day was extremely 
long and tiring for the 
dancers as all the compe¬ 
tition entries were out¬ 
standing! 

Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg and Bryn 
Hafren had teams per¬ 
form to a very high stan¬ 
dard in the junior divi¬ 
sion. Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg’s 
‘Composure’ team was 
Chloe Staples, 

Kimberley Williams, 
Tesni Sewell, Elysia 
Bobbett, Chenice 

Lincoln, Evie Carter, 
Kerys Jenkins, Lowri 
Clarke, Millie Charles 
Davies and Sophia 
Hathaway. They were 
choreographed by their 
5x60 dance tutor Sophie 
Squires and dance leader 
Samantha Owens. 

The Bryn Hafren 
‘Dolls’ crew were Chloe 
Dawkins, Tillie Carter, 
Leah Shepperd, Rachel 
Hazelton, Shannon 
Close, Chloe Davies, 
Kelsey Eady, Elizabeth 
Scott, Caitlyn Organ, 
Rebecca Weighell and 
Courtney Howells. They 


were choreographed by 
their 5x60 dance tutor 
Emma Mallam and 
dance leader Elbe Carter. 

The senior division 
was represented by Bryn 
Hafren Comprehensive 
dance crew ‘Adrenaline’ 
- Amber Summers, 
Nioami Everitt, Rhia 
Dutton, Brooke Clark, 
Rhian Dwyer, Kiera 
Davies and Chaliese 
Ludvigsen - and won 
first place with their out¬ 
standing performance 
and choreographic piece. 

They were also 
announced as the high¬ 
est-scoring dance crew 
of the whole competi¬ 
tion, winning a mini bus 
for their school for a year 
and qualifying to repre¬ 
sent Wales and the Vale 
at the UDO European 
Championships in 
Disneyland, Paris in 
April. 

Emma Mallam said: 
“I am over the moon 
with the achievements of 
Adrenaline Dance Crew. 
They have worked 
extremely hard organis¬ 
ing and leading their 
own rehearsals as well as 
independently mixing 
their own music score 
and designing their cos¬ 
tumes. They deserved 
first place and the 
judge’s scores were 
amazing for their rou¬ 
tine.” 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


• Ford Rosla 

• Ford Focus 

• Ford Focus 



Ford S-Ma* 

6MKVW 

Transporter 

mntx+m 




(01656) 

660160 


Ful dot^ls avtalafcl* on our grafasite 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 
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Rac 


v* blackhorse 


F.r bt 


RH| *:M' «»r 


nice freaftjCe fo cvit/i 


LARGEST SELECTION OF CARS IN BARRY 4 _ & 

BUY NOW - PAY MARCH 2012 v ~ Q 

Howe Motors Ltd • Powell Dyffryn Way • Barry • Vale of Glamorgan • CF62 5QR • 01446 738088 

SEE OUR SELECTION OF 4X4’S. “NO GETTING STUCK THIS WINTER’ 

www.howemotors.oo.uk 


CITROEN 


C3 


convertible 


£2 


995 


SAAB 9-3 1.9 TID Vector 


HOWE MOTORS LTD. 


BMW M3 


riUNUA 


CIVIC 








£5,995 


£28,995 


ALL CARS HPI CHECKED • RAC WARRANTY • PART-EX WELCOME • FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT MOST • ALL MAJOR CREDIR CARDS • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9am - 6.30pm • Saturday - Sunday 9am - 5.30pm • OPEN 7 DAYS 01446 738088 


_ £16,995 _ 

NISSAN Micra 1.2 Tekna 


£4,995 


£2,995 


MINI COOPER 1.6 




£6,995 


MAZDA RX8 


M - 




£3,495 


MERCEDES C200K SE 


m 


£5,995 


_ £8,995 _ 

FORD Mondeo 2.0 Titanium 


AUDI BMW CITROEN 
FORD HONDA 
JAGUAR LEXUS 
MAZDA NISSAN 
PEUGEOT RENAULT 
SEAT VW VOLVO 


FULLY EQUIPPED 
WORKSHOP 


OVER 120 CARS TO 
CHOOSE FROM 


TRAINED 

AUTOMOTIVE 

TECHNICIANS 


CARS FROM 
£295-£49,995 


COMPETITIVE 
FINANCE RATES 


BAD CREDIT 
CATERED FOR 


CARS, VANS, MPV'S 
4x4'S 


RAC WARRANTY 
SCHEME 


CARS BOUGHT 
FOR CASH 


NO OBLIGATION 
TEST DRIVE 


WORKSHOPS 
EQUIPPED WITH 
LATEST 
TECHNOLOGY 


ONLINE SHOWROOM 




ons j ;i i 
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Kia Rio offers value for 
money and good design 



by TIM 
SAUNDERS 


VALUE for money 
and good design 
don’t often go 
together. 

But the third gener¬ 
ation Kia Rio hatch¬ 
back, launched in 
March, shows that it 
can. 

With a side profile 
not that dissimilar to 
the well-styled and 
curvaceous Seat Ibiza 
or Leon, the range 
starts from around 
£10,500 and rises to 
just under £15,000. 

From inside, the Rio 
1.4 diesel tested is a lit¬ 
tle noisy on start-up, 
putting it in similar 
territory to my 2002 
plate 1.4-litre diesel 
Ford Fiesta. It also 
judders when station¬ 
ary and could do with 
a little more sound 
proofing inside. 

Due to seasonal 
empty roads, there’s 
adequate opportunity 
to travel at just 56mph 
during my 50-mile 
commute and still 
arrive at my destina¬ 
tion with plenty of 
time to spare. 

Usually I have to 
drive like a bat out of 
hell, which doesn’t 
help the environment 
or my pocket. The rea¬ 


son you buy a 1.4 
diesel is for efficiency 
and the little Rio does¬ 
n’t let you down here, 
easily delivering 
50mpg. The manufac¬ 
turer claims it will 
return a combined 
reading of as much as 
69mpg, but I feel this a 
little optimistic. 

The air conditioning 
automatically comes 
on each time the igni¬ 
tion is turned, which 
might be fine in the 
summer but wholly 
unnecessary in the 
winter. There doesn’t 
seem to be any way of 
switching this off. 

However, overall the 
well-designed interior 
is pleasing to the eye 
and easy to navigate 
your way round. The 


seats are supportive, 
good quality fabrics 
have been used, there’s 
a decent driving posi¬ 
tion and the six-speed 
gearbox is pretty deci¬ 
sive. 

Parkers, the car 
experts, state: “Kia’s 
latest Rio is no longer 
the wallflower of old, 
with a new look and 
the potential to unsettle 
European rivals. It 
isn’t as aggressively 
styled as its sibling, the 
Picanto, but its striking 
‘bow-tie’grille and 
large headlamps give 
the front end a bold 
stance. 

“The swooping 
roofline gives it a 
coupe look, making this 
Rio much more eye¬ 
catching. It’s longer, 


lower in height and 
wider than its predeces¬ 
sor, so the new Rio has 
grown up in more ways 
than one. Kia has 
pitched the Rio into the 
midst of a very compet¬ 
itive class. Its rivals 
include the Renault 
Clio, Peugeot 207, 
Toyota Yaris, 
Volkswagen Polo and 
class-leading Ford 
Fiesta - but they all 
have a fight on their 
hands with the new 
Rio.” 

PRICES 

New price range: 
£10,595 - £14,895. 

Top speed: 108 
mph. 

0-60 mph: 14.4sec. 

Economy: 68.9mpg 
(combined). 

Power: 89bhp. 


Vale karate club strikes lucky 
with ‘Community Chest’ boost 



ABOVE: The St Brides Major Karate Jutsu Kai Club. 


KARATE kids of 
all ages in the rural 
Vale have struck it 
lucky - after a 
local club was 
awarded a £1,500 
Community Chest 
grant. 

The St Brides Major 
Karate Jutsu Kai Club’s 
efforts to attract new 
members have been 
boosted by the funding, 
which will be invested 
into improving facili¬ 
ties and buying a range 
of new equipment. 

Run locally by the 
Vale Council and 
agreed by a panel of 
volunteers, with sup¬ 
port from Sport Wales, 
the Community Chest 
scheme helps people of 
all ages in Wales 
become more active, 
more often - £1,500 is 
the maximum grant 
available. 

The St Brides Major 
Karate Jutsu Kai Club 
is open to everyone 
aged from five 
upwards. Sessions are 
held every Thursday 
evening from 6pm at St 
Brides Major Primary 
School. 

The club encourages 
members to progress 
and develop their 
karate skills at their 
own pace. 

Club instructor 
Graham Barrie said: “I 
am extremely grateful 
to have received the 


Community Chest 
grant. 

“It gives the club a 
unique opportunity to 
improve facilities, pur¬ 
chase new equipment 
and hopefully encour¬ 
age older children and 
adults to keep fit and 
be able to look after 
themselves.” 

A total of £18,110 
was awarded to 18 
sports clubs and organi¬ 
sations in the Vale of 
Glamorgan in this latest 
round of Community 
Chest grants. 

In addition to the 


karate club, four other 
clubs received the max¬ 
imum funding award of 
£1,500. 

Youth rugby has 
received a boost with 
ACW Youth Rugby 
Club planning on using 
their grant to set up 
additional youth rugby 
teams in Wick, while 
Old Penarthians RFC 
will be establishing 
teams at both under-11 
and under-6 age levels. 

Caerau Vale 
Trampoline Club and 
Barry Male Artistic 
Gymnastics Club will 


both be investing their 
£1,500 awards into 
improving training 
standards. Other sports 
to benefit include bas¬ 
ketball, cricket, netball, 
tennis and sailing. 

The deadline for the 
next round of 
Community Chest 
grants in the Vale of 
Glamorgan is January 
27. 

If you would like to 
discuss a potential 
application, contact the 
Vale Council’s sports 
and play development 
team on 01446 704748. 
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Special offers across the 
New Toyota range including.... 

0%FINANCE' 

on all AYGO, Yaris, Auris, 
Auris Hybrid & Verso 
WITH NO DEPOSIT 
ALSO AVAILABLE! 


We also have 100’s of Approved Used 
Toyotas from across the range in stock 
and available from only £4.450! 

Saues£5,205 

on«61 pute delivery mileage models. 

Plus - £500 Finance 
Deposit Allowance 

now available on every Approved Used Toyota. 
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Main Dealer Equipment 
Tools and Experience 
of all Leading Brands including: 


Jaguar - Porsche 
BMW - Mercedes 
Land Rover - Audi 
Alfa Romeo - Saab 
Volvo - VW - Lexus * 


A ASNU 

1 Injector Servicing 

=f Bosch & Delphi 

4 Recommended Injector 
Testing, Servicing & Repair 

Kr, yot lilfbdS mu mr/tty turd- Kk fit 
id W MOT etrtato* IHUM* 7 In 6C^ 

:(LsntMH birrs tuTy rrrl.Tr mm 1r ^ H: 
mrr aadri Ml be logged oil Mtt b** jI iriedm 
ytoxti tlrtiwir Wo at Mt AV5U 
ivrtartnt tracer ill rrrce ntj noddy jI 

nccm C-vc ut a art Hyou rwd awcnop 


The Only Independent BMW, Mercedes, Porsche & 
Jagua specialist in South Wales with OFT Approval 

Our httiy Mdled lamer main dwilrr staff & trchnicUrBL trained to the highest ttancUnfe hart/ears of experience in rwmthng 
from 40year old Jagun cutting edge Porsche's 1o the latest BMW modeh With the latest Oagnosfcrqatai^ 
whart even the dealer can do, we on any problem with big sawings for you. 

Put smpty we hawe the largest settlor of diagnostic equipment n South Wakes provdng coverage for almost E rerv Make and 
fa Whether you hare an engine or afcs light on, are suffering battery drain, have dpi pnottetrc, key and Immobiliser issues or 
harsh gearbox changes we can do more just diagnose, ae can fix A Intake. 


Being a famSy ryn business me put traditional ialun at the core of everything we do, putting you the customer first, we w*t you 
to mum as a customer year afkrvwr. Rest awed that with Permoieo your car is rr 
All our work 5 guaranteed and will not affect your manufacturers or used car warranty, 

Permoveo vefucle ser^kang is the most comprehersve you'll find, we provde exceptional s,a ue for money and with free servces 
er Wheel Allotment, AJrCon Check vrtth Top uo. Battery bUrte? & Crying' and Maim Dealer Diagnostic 
which are included with all Mayor sertices there isn't any other garage in South Wales that comes dose! 

WE ARE THE AFFORDABLE DEALER ALTERNATIVE! 

Mobil 


V 
/ 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V 

</ 

V 

V 

V 

</ 

V 

V 


Servicing 

Dealer Diagnostics 
ECU Repairs 
MOTTesting 
DPF Problems 
Brakes &ABS 
Transmission Servicing 
Air-Con Repairs 
Engine & Mechanical 
Keys & Key Repairs 
Warranty Claims 
Tyres & Tyre Repairs 
Laser Wheel Alignment 
Main Dealer Staff 
Free Courtesy Car 


ASK ABOUT OUR DPFREFURB& REMOVAL SERVICE 


Euro Specialists 


OFT 


Approved code 


Permoveo - 0800 033 7807 - www.permoveoJtd.uk 
5 Woodham Road, Barry Docks, CF63 4J E 


yj 

MOTOR INDUSTRY 
(1 1 ' 1 RAC IK 1 

hr 

Strvkt ond Repair 
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RBC 


LUta'C'Cm*** 


[ahi w V! 


Probably The 
Lowest Priced 


SAT NAV USERS 

CF641JG 


The Penarth Motor Company In The Vale 

JANUARY SALE with savings up to £1000! 

Take advantage of our free “Dine out Wales” offer with every car purchased. 


04 04 CITROEN Xsara Picasso | 03 03 AUDI A2 Sport 1.6 I 04 54 PEUGEOT 807 HDi 107 56 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 HDi | 

Desire 2.0 HDi Diesel I FSH I Diesel Executive I Sport Diesel 

63k | | 7 seats, FSH, 48k | 5dr 


08 08 Mazda 5 1.8TS2 

45k, FSH, 7 seats, 1 owner 


Kia Sedona 2.9 CRDi L 

Diesel. 7 seats 


08 58 Suzuki Swift 1.5 GLX 

3dr, 35k FSH, 1 owner 


Skoda Fabia 1.9 
Elegance Estate 

1 owner, FSH, Diesel 




07 07 MINI COOPER Sport 

2 owners, 46k, FSH 


04 04 Renault Clio 
1.4 Dynamique 

5-dr, Sunroof 


04 54 Renault Megane 1.6 
Dynamique 

Convertible, pan roof, leather 


03 53 BMW 318SE Touring 

86k, FSH 


03 53 SEAT Ibiza 1.2 3dr 

68k 


08 58 Renault Grand 
Modus 1.2 Dynamique 

58k, FSH 


09 09 Mercedes Benz C220 
Auto CDI Sport 1 owner, 28k, 
diesel, FSH 


07 57 Citroen C2 1.4 Cool 

62k, FSH 






04 04 FIAT Panda 
Dynamic Auto 

FSH. 43k 


05 54 PEUGEOT 206 
Sport 1.4 

54k 


08 58 BMW 320D MSport 
Convertible 1 owner, 34k, 
diesel, FSH 


04 04 VOLKSWAGEN Bora 
1.6 Highline 

Leather, FSH, 47k 


07 57 BMW 116 ES 

5dr, 53k, FSH 


08 08 HONDA Civic CDTi SE 

51k, Diesel, FSH 


03 03 RENAULT 
Megane Scenic Fidji 1.6 

56k 


03 52 Mercedes Benz 
A Class 170 CDi 
Avantgarde. Diesel Auto 


08 58 Citroen Cl 
Rhythm 1.0 

3-dr, FSH, 40k 


For full stock list and more pictures visit us at: 

www.thepenarthmotorco.co.uk 


WE CAN SOURCE ANY fi 
CAR, ANY AGE, ANY 
COLOUR BEST PRICES!! 

Just Give Us A Call 


Mob: 07792 468035/07792 467880 

Windsor Road. Penarth CF64 1JG 


ALL CARS 

HP* 

CHECKED 
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08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 
1.5 CZT 3-dr. 

Pearl black. 1 owner, 42,295 miles 

£5,995 



58 AUDI A4 2.9 TDi 
Convertible S-Line 

Red, black leather trim, 27,000 miles 

£15,695 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 
Zetec 5-Dr 

Ink Blue Met, 57,000 Miles, with A/C etc. 

£5,495 



54 SEAT Ibiza 1.4S 
Automatic 

3-dr, jazz blue, 11,966 miles, 1 owner 

£3,995 



06 SKODA Octavia 2.0 
FSi Sport 

Silver, 59,964 miles 

£4,995 


Just a selection of our 



03 BMW 325 2.5Ci 
M-Sport Convertible 

Silver, Automatic, 79,270 miles 

£6,495 


54 BMW 318 ES 

In metallic blue, 64,000 miles, 
a/c, alloys, cruise 

£4,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4x4 


58 AUDI A4 2.9 TDi Convertible S-Line in red with 

black leather trim, 27,000 miles. £15,695 

06 BMW 330 Diesel M-Sport Auto in met grey 
with cream leather, 34,000 miles, superb .£12,995 
06 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel. 3-dr HSE, 
in met blue, 62,000 miles, leather, sat nav .£8,995 
56 JAGUAR X-Type 3.0 Sport Premium Estate 
Auto 4WD. In met red with black leather, sat nav, 

55,000 miles.£7,995 

54 AUDI A4 3.0 Sport Convertible Auto. In met 
blue with full beige leather, 85,000 miles . .£6,995 
54 NISSAN X-Trail 2.2DCi SVE. In black with 

leather, sat nav, 1 lady owner, diesel, 4x4 .£6,995 
08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 CZT. 3-dr, pearl black, 

1 owner, 42,295 miles .£5,995 

06 RENAULT Megane 1.9 Diesel Dynamique 

Convertible in blue, 27,000 miles. £5,995 

05 HONDA Civic 2.0 Type ‘R’ in black, 53,000 miles 

with a/c.£5,995 

04 MERCEDES C200 Kompressor Avantgarde Auto 
in black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 owner .£6,495 
06 SKODA Octavia 2.0 FSi Sport. In silver, 

59,964 miles.£4,995 

05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.3 CDTi Sport, in ice blue, 

65,000 mile diesel convertible. £4,995 

53 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 SE Auto in silver with cream 

leather, 75,000 miles.£4,995 

98 MERCEDES V280 Ambiente Auto 6-Seater turquoise 
blue, full leather, 78,000 miles with extras ... .£4,995 
01 MERCEDES ML 430 Auto in silver with black 
leather, 68,000 miles, LPG gas conversion £4,995 
06 FORD Fiesta ST in red, 51,000 miles, 2 owners, 

stylish hot hatch at . £4,695 

05 05 BMW 320d 2.0 SE. Diesel, 4-dr, silver, 

110,000 miles .£4,695 

52 MERCEDES Cl 80 Elegance SE Auto. In jade 

met, 84,000 mile example at.£3,995 

52 JEEP Cheroke 3.7 LTD Auto. In bronze with 

black leather, go any where at.£3,995 

03 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 SE. In met-blue with cream 

leather trim, fantastic value.£2,995 

02 JAGUAR XJ8 3.2 Auto SE. In silver with cream 

leather, 105,000 miles, 1 owner.£2,995 

03 MGTF 135. In silver with grey leather, 58,000 mile 
local car, in superb condition at only . £2,495 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL & FAMILY CARS 


57 SEAT Altea 1.9 TDi Sty lance. In met grey, 47,000 
mile diesel .£6,995 


05 05 VW Touareg 2.5 TDi 
4x4 Diesel 5-Dr 

Jade Pearl, Auto, 62,132 Miles. 

£10,495 

09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club 5-dr Automatic in silver, 

46,000 miles, a/c, etc .£6,495 

57 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.5 DCi Dynamic. In 
met grey, 49,000 mile diesel, 7 seater . . . .£5,995 
07 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club. In 

black, 92,000 mile diesel, 7 seater.£5,495 

07 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Life. 5-dr, tonic 

blue, automatic, 56,017 miles .£4,995 

56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Design 5-dr in tonic blue, 

47,000 miles with a/c .£4,995 

06 FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-dr in met silver, 49,000 

miles with a/c, alloys etc .£4,495 

06 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130 LX. 5-dr in silver, 

61,000 mile diesel.£4,295 

56 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Special Edition in yellow, 70,000 

miles, 1 owner, fsh, alloys etc .£3,995 

06 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life in met red, 33,000 
miles, 2 owners.£3,995 

54 SEAT Ibiza 1.4S Automatic 3-dr in jazz blue, 

11,966 miles, 1 owner.£3,995 

05 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130LX 5-dr in silver, 
69,989 miles, diesel family hatch.£3,495 

55 NISSAN Micra 1.2S 3-dr in met red, 62,000 

miles, economical hatch .£3,495 

04 54 FORD Focus 1.8 Ghia. 5-dr, silver, 

67,657 miles.£3,495 

04 ROVER 75 2.0 CDTi Club Estate in silver, 79,000 

miles, diesel with a/c, c/d, etc .£3,495 

04 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Zetec 3-dr in crystal sil¬ 
ver, 64,000 miles, a/c .£3,495 

53 FORD Focus 1.8TDCi Zetec 5-dr in silver, 

56,000 miles diesel at.£3,495 

56 CHEVROLET Kalos 1.4 SX 5-dr. In ice blue, 

21,000 miles, 1 owner.£3,295 

56 KIA Cerato 1.6 Zapp 5-dr. In met blue, 

53,919 miles.£3,295 

04 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi. 5-dr, in tonic blue, 

81,000 miles, a/c.£3,295 

06 06 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Equippe. 4-dr, silver, 
65,117 miles .£2,995 

54 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.6 Design Auto in black, 

56,000 miles.£2,995 

04 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Expression in met grey, 

63,000 miles, family hatch.£2,995 

03 53 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Zetec. 3-dr, burnt orange, 

71,322 miles.£2,995 

53 ROVER 75 Club 1.8T Auto. In met Gold, 

37,000 miles.£2,395 

01 Y TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 16v VVTi GLS. 3-dr, silver, 
automatic, 81,179 miles .£2,195 


54 FORD Streetka Luxury 

in met blue with leather, 

49,000 mile convertible 

£2,995 



06 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle 
2.0 3-dr 

Dark metallic blue, 49,717 miles 

£4,995 


% - ' 


06 FORD Fiesta ST 

Red, 51,000 miles, 2 owners 

£4,695 



06 LAND ROVER 
Freelander 2.0 Diesel 

Met blue, 62,000 miles, leather, sat nav 

£8,995 



03 PORSCHE Cayenne 
4.5 S Automatic 

Silver/Black Leather, 39,000 Miles 

£15,995 


R3C 


All cars 

Just a small 


supplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

I selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


Ran 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 

















































































































earn draw 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY GLENNSPORTS 

RIGHT: 

Athletic lock Paul Jones attempts to break through. 

BRIDGEND S' J JT — n «c ' JL—X 

Athletic, following a 
heavy defeat at 
league leaders 
Narbeth the previ¬ 
ous Saturday, and a 
similar defeat at 
UWIC in 

September, showed 
a lot of character to 
hold the free scoring 
students at home to 
a low scoring 3-3 
draw. 

UWIC were quickly 
out of the blocks and 
applied early pressure 
pinning the Athletic 
inside their half. In an 
attempt to win the ball 
the Athletic were 
penalised for hands in the 
ruck resulting in Rhys 
Roberts kicking the 
penalty to put the stu¬ 
dents 3 points ahead. 

The lead was short 
lived. Straight from the 
restart an infringement 
led to a scrum at which 
UWIC were themselves 
penalised for Athletic 
outside half Tom Cole to 
kick the penalty to level 
the scores. 

Heavy underfoot con¬ 
ditions made a running 
spectacle between two 
traditional open sides dif¬ 
ficult and the game was 
mainly a war of attrition 
between the packs. 

Both defences on the 
day held out and despite 
both sides missing penal¬ 
ties and opportunities to 


score tries the scoreboard 
remained untroubled. 

For the Athletic prop 
Rod Apsee, lock Paul 
Jones and No 8 Tom 
Penry-Ellis stood out. It 
was Tom’s first game of 
the season after globe¬ 
trotting for eight months 
- he carried well and will 
be a very positive addi¬ 
tion to the side for the 
remainder of the season, 
with his ability to play at 
lock or in the back row. 

Wing Lewis Harry 
was the pick of the 
Athletic back line mak¬ 
ing a number of try sav¬ 
ing tackles. 

The Athletic now need 
to build on this result and 
look to be more creative 
to turn possession into 
points. 

The next two 
Saturdays see the 
Athletic visit Carmarthen 
Athletic for a league and 
then Swalec Cup tie. AB 


Athletic lock Kyle 
Galtry 


Athletic hooker Stuart Nation 


Youth win 


The Athletic youth fol¬ 
lowed up their fine 
performance of last 
week by securing the 
season’s double over a 
successful Pontypridd 
outfit in a very hard 
fought game, winning 
6-3. 

It took twenty minutes 
for the Athletic to open 
the scoring with a penal¬ 
ty from outside half Scott 
Jones for a late tackle, 
but this was matched by 
the home side when the 
Athletic backs were 
caught offside, leaving 
the half time score at 3 
points apiece. 

The forwards were 
having a ding dong battle 
to see who could gain 
supremacy with the 
Pontypridd openside 
having a great game, 
thwarting the Athletic 
with some fine turnover 


efforts. 

In contrast the Athletic 
back row of skipper 
Lloyd Wilson, Ashley 
Adams and Alex Evans 
took the game to Ponty in 
powerful style. 

The stalemate was 
broken when Scott Jones 
kicked his second goal 
for a dubious spear tack¬ 
le on the Athletic full 
back Chris Walker. 

Pontypridd almost 
broke away in a fine 
counter but were forced 
into touch fifteen yards 
short. Jones missed an 
opportunity to increase 
the lead and the game 
then entered into a frantic 
phase where Pontypridd 
threw everything at the 
Athletic in an effort to 
win the game. 

The Athletic held out 
in an exciting final few 
minutes to take the 
spoils. PR 


Pencoed fail to 
do themselves 
justice in defeat 


FOR the second 
successive season 
Pencoed did not do 
themselves justice at 
Ystalyfera. 

Again they travelled 
under strength due to 
match day withdrawals 
through illness and 
unavailability. 

Things started promis¬ 
ingly for Pencoed with 
outside half Marc Davies 
kicking a good 35 metre 
penalty goal. 

The opposition 

responded immediately, 
some loose midfield 
defence being exposed 
for a converted try at the 
posts. 

The home side then 
increased their lead, 
player coach Paul James 
at ten catching the 
Pencoed defence flat 
with a short kick for a 
gift score, which James 
converted. 

Davies then responded 
with a 45 metre penalty, 
and at this juncture kept 
his side in the match with 
a further penalty for a 14- 
9 scoreline. 

Indiscipline then cost 
Pencoed, conceding 10 
metres at a penalty, and 
on the back foot could 
not prevent Ystalyfera 
getting the touchdown. 
Pencoed hit back with a 
fine try through their 
threequarters, centre Jeff 
Hobbs making the half 
break and good handling 
saw full back Richie 
Samuel finish incisively 
from 40 metres; Davies 


converted. 

Unfortunately this was 
the closest Pencoed came 
to the home side, who 
capitalised on a spate of 
Pencoed injuries. 

This was coupled with 
the fact a number of play¬ 
ers were coming in to the 
side following weeks of 
inactivity through injury. 

This was to be their 
undoing, and the work¬ 
manlike home side went 
on to comfortably stretch 
away during the half. 

Home No8 Steffan 
Jones in particular gave 
Pencoed all sorts of prob¬ 
lems with his direct run¬ 
ning. 

Once again the 
Pencoed front five did 
well, however the team 
were unable to turn this 
to good effect, and need 
to tighten up consider¬ 
ably with their first up 
defence. 

Behind the scrum 
Richie Samuel and Ben 
Read did well against the 
odds, with flanker Justin 
Russell chosen as the 
Pencoed man of the 
match by their oppo¬ 
nents. 

On Saturday Pencoed 
host Mumbles at the 
Recreation Ground, 
2.30pm kick off. 

Pencoed 2nd XV 
maintained their posi¬ 
tion at the top of the 
Mid Glamorgan 

League Division 1 with 
a four try bonus point 
28-0 win over Maesteg 
Celtic at the Recreation 
Ground. 


The win based on a 
strong pack performance, 
with dominance at the set 
scrummage. 

Skipper Justin Jones 
controlled the line out 
well, with the experi¬ 
enced Lyndon Griffiths 
making things tick 
behind the scrum. 

Prop Christian Powell 
and the versatile Hywel 
Price stood out up front, 
with youth player Price 
the pick of clubhouse 
opinion as Pencoed man 
of the match. 

Home tries came from 
Price (2) Griffiths and 
Powell with Mike Rowe 
adding two penalties and 
a conversion. 

On Saturday Pencoed 
2nd XV play a cup quar¬ 
ter final at Pontycymmer. 

Pencoed youth were 
53-3 winners against a 
plucky Bryncethin side. 

Eight tries came from 
Jordan Hawkins (two) 
Jason Callaghan, Ryan 
Riggs, Lloyd Bargery, 
Adam Williams, Rhys 
Clarke, and Jordan Pope; 
Rhys Thomas kicked five 
conversions and one 
penalty goal. 

Pencoed did well at 
the lineout through Adam 
Goodrich and Connor 
Jones, with tight head 
prop Sam Burke scrum¬ 
maging well and promi¬ 
nent with some strong 
running. 

Rhys Thomas con¬ 
trolled affairs well 
behind with Pencoed 
now topping the Ospreys 
League. TR 


ABO VE: Scott Waller in pursuit PICTURES BY PETER GILLING 


KENFIG Hill com¬ 
pleted the double 
over the Quins this 
season in a tough 
hard game which 
was played in excel¬ 
lent spirits with 
very little foul play. 

The Quins pressed 
hard from the kick off 
but strong Mules tack¬ 
ling kept them at bay 
and Kenfig Hill opened 
the scoring with a well 
struck penalty by out¬ 
side half Nicky Giles. 

The Quins replied 
with a penalty by their 
outside half Matthew 
Postuma. 

The Mules backs, as 
always, had the upper 
hand and some tough 
tackling by the Quins 
saved them on several 
occasions before Nicky 
Giles added two more 
penalties, Postuma 
replying with another 
penalty. 

The Kenfig Hill cen¬ 
tre finished off a good 
passing move with a 
sprint from the ten yard 
line to score under the 
posts, Giles converting. 

The second half 
became a war of attri¬ 
tion with the Quins try¬ 
ing and failing to use 
their large pack to batter 
the home side into sub¬ 
mission. 

The Mules defence 
was outstanding espe¬ 
cially when under pres¬ 
sure on their line. 

The Quins scored a 
try from their own half 
when the Mules were 
attacking and a desper¬ 
ate clearance kick was 
misfielded. Quins left 
winger Steve Coarrosso 
gathered the ball and 
sprinted from his own 
half to score. 

The Mules were on 
the attack for the rest of 
the half and only desper¬ 
ate tackling kept them 
out for a final score of 
Kenfig Hill 16 
Aberavon Quins 11. 

Hooker Karl Davies 
was named as the refer¬ 
ee’s man of the match 
for Kenfig Hill with 
some strong perform¬ 
ances by captain Gareth 
Edwards and back row¬ 
ers Jason Davies and 
Scott Waller. 

Youth product Lee 
Arrow smith made a 
promising league debut 
in the second row and 
fellow second rower 


Nicky Morgan 

Ben Jones stood out, 
winning the Prince of 
Wales (Kenfig) award. 

Matthew Tossell had 
a good game in the unfa¬ 
miliar position of scrum 
half. 

Last weekend Kenfig 
Hill made the long trek 
to Aberystwyth for the 
first game of the year 
and were given a game 
to remember by the 
home side. 

In the end, they 
emerged victorious by 
20-17 with Kyle Evans 
scoring two tries and 
Chris Tossell scoring 
one; Nicky Giles added 
a conversion and a 
penalty. 


Kenfig 

Hill/C or nelly Youth 
21 Beddau 27 

A hard fought game with 
the youth losing narrow¬ 
ly in this friendly game. 

Kyle Davies crossed 
for two tries with 
Kristian Stenner adding 
a try. 

Tom Davies slotted 
over three conversions 
while Luke Turton, Kyle 
Davies and Lee Rogers 
had outstanding games 
for the young Mules. 

Blackwood 11 
Kenfig 

Hill/Cornelly Youth 
14 (Welsh Youth 
Cup) 

The youth went to 
Blackwood and were not 
overawed by the 
Blackwood backs who 
were bigger than quite a 
few senior team for¬ 
wards. 

The pitch was boggy 
but the youth played 
running rugby and 
scored two superb tries 
through Lee Arrowsmith 
and Mile Kennedy, with 
Lloyd Bradley and Tom 
Davies putting over a 
conversion each. 

Blackwood tried to 
batter their way through 
but the Mules forwards 
were equal to them. 

GOS 


Induction or 
improvement 

£15 PER | 
LESSON 

£42.50 for 3 I 
£80.00 for 6 


Family fun... 

' 1/ Bridgend 

% GOLF 

f| Complex 

► Nine-Hole Golf Course 
Pay & Play 

► All-weather flood light 
driving range 

► All equipment 
available for hire 

► Professional Tuition 


Fitness and Leisure 
The Healthy Option! 


EXCELLENT VALUE 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bank holidays: 
Prices retained 

Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy to find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 


44 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/gemnews • www.twitter.com/gem news _Thursday, January 19th, 2012 


Bridgend 
Athletic show 
character to 


Kenfig do double 
over the Quins 






































